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Full to the Gunnels

A Trio for Violin, Clarinet in A, and Piano

By: Jason Richmond

Dedicating the work to the public domain. This allows anyone to make any use of the work at any
time, including commercial use.



Full to the Gunnels

By: Jason Richmond

The expression ‘full to the gunnels’ or ‘packed to the gunwales’ was first
used as literal references to heavily loaded ships traveling the oceans.
'Gunwales' (as it was first spelled) may have been a 15th century word, but
there's no mention of the phrase until the 19th century. The non-nautical use
of the phrase didn't come about until the 20th century. A semi-figurative use
was made of the phrase in the advertising for the 1944 Dorothy Lamour
film, The Fleet's In:

“The Fleet's In...and it's loaded to the gunwales with the funniest, friskiest
entertainment.”

The relation of this title to the work stems from the fact that each movement,
lasting roughly 3 minutes in length with the whole piece being around 12
minutes, is packed with non-stop movement, in terms of pulse and rhythm,
repeating motives and themes, culminating in a work that feels like one is on
the deck of a ship, with all its ups and downs, calm waters and rough waves,
resulting in a crew (the performers) who have to navigate the tides together
in order to bring this ship back to port.

Dedicated to Michelle Lewandowski. Because you asked for one. Well, here
you go. You asked for it. Sorry.

Performance Notes:

All trills in any instrument are half-step trills (example: E trills to F, C# trills
to D, Bb trills to B, etc.).

There 1s a break between each movement.

Duration: ¢. (@ 13 minutes
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Give cue to Violin and Clarinet to come
in after the fermata. Hold for 3 - 5 seconds.





