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spinslipslidesplit (2018)
Duration - 6 minutes

Instrumentation 18 players
2 flutes, 2 clarinets

3 percussionists
glockenspiel, vibraphone, crotale (B6 only')
suspended cymbal, triangle, snare drum, high timbale, bass drum, high woodblock (mounted)
guiro, cabasa, cowbell

piano

strings (2.2.2.2.2)

Performance Notes

In the middle of the piece (m. 140-172), the two clarinets are asked to sound like an accordion. Having
the clarinets scored in octaves should help achieve this timbral effect, but it probably needs to be
intentionally brought out by the clarinetists. It seems to require additional reediness (but it does not seem
to require additional vibrato). To hear an example of this kind of sound, visit
<https://youtu.be/8dElgVMuscs> [7:02-7:50], which is a recording of the third movement (Larghetto) of
Sergei Rachmaninov’s Symphony No. 1, played by the Saint Petersburg Philharmonic, conducted by Mariss
Jansons (1998). (Not all recordings of this passage exhibit this particular sound!)

Piano and vibraphone should be pedaled so as to ensure that there is a reasonable amount of resonance
but no muddiness. In the “Latin” section (m. 185-244) no pedal seems necessary for the piano.
Vibraphone motor use is left at the discretion of the player.

Notes that should be muffled immediately will be marked specifically in the score where needed (e.g., m. 2,
suspended cymbal). Otherwise, by default, let all notes vibrate. This includes pizzicato strings, even when
notes are immediately followed by a rest. That being said, if this seems to create undue muddiness, please
make the necessary adjustments.

In m. 94-117, the snake-like, weaving effect may be emphasized in the string parts using a quick dynamic
ebb-and-flow (within each measure), from p to 7, following the melodic shape (i.e., higher notes are louder,
lower notes are softer).

Contact information
Francis Kayali

franciskayali@gmail.com
(310) 633-3221

! This note only appears in m. 2 and m. 4; glockenspiel or vibraphone can be substituted for this if easier.
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Fluid and light
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Looming, but in the distance
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Weaving, like eery, silvery eels
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