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Summary

This report maps and visualizes data on policing at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 

The data provide the location, type of event, and disposition status for the daily activity of the 

University of California Police Department (UCPD) at UCLA, including activity that leads to no 

further formal action like citation or arrest. The data show that the biggest single event type is 

property-related, and that less than 10% of events involve either force or the threat of violence. 

Maps of events reveal a substantial amount of UCPD-reported activity and arrests occur off 

campus, both in the greater Westwood area as well as farther afield. For a given amount of total 

Clery log activity, arrests are more frequent off campus, and total off-campus activity increased 

between 2014 and 2019. When examining how these events concluded, we found that more than 

80% do not result in follow-ups for any asserted or possible crime.

The principal data for this report is Clery data — logs of activity required by the Jeanne Clery 

Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act of 1990 — for the years 2014 

and 2019. The Clery logs endeavor to be comprehensive accounts of activity on and near campus, 

but a review of these data raises questions about their transparency and coverage. We supplement 

the Clery log data with separately reported data on UCPD arrests for 2018. 
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Introduction

In this report, we map and visualize data on policing at the University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA). We rely primarily on data from Clery logs, reports of police activity on and near campus. 

The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act of 1990 

requires public disclosure of these data, which are reported by the University of California Police 

Department (UCPD). They purport to offer comprehensive documentation of events involving 

police (as well as fire department response). This allows a more complete analysis of police 

activity than is possible with records produced only in the subset of police encounters that yield 

formal action like citation or arrest. Each entry in the Clery log contains the nature, date, time, 

and location of an incident, as well as its disposition status or outcome. We supplement this 

information with separately reported data on arrests by the UCPD for 2018. Appendix A contains 

additional detail on data sources and limitations.

We examine the geographic scope of events, trends between 2014 and 2019, types of events, and 

their disposition or outcome. We find that the biggest single event type is property related and a 

close second involves people whose presence or behavior is deemed disruptive or out of place, 

without any indication of violence. Less than 10% of events involve force or threat of violence. 

Maps of events reveal that a substantial amount of UCPD activity and arrests occur off campus, 

both in the greater Westwood area as well as farther afield. This off-campus activity increased 

between 2014 and 2019. There is also a higher rate of off-campus arrests. An examination of how 

events concluded reveals that more than 80% do not result in follow-ups for any asserted or 

possible crime. Finally, we find that the share of events that results in no potential or actual criminal 

law follow-up varies dramatically by the type of event. This highlights a challenge with interpreting 

these data. To the extent UCPD recodes some event-types after the fact, this prevents us from 

assessing the response to similar initiating incidents in different places.
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The Geography of UCLA PD Activity
In order to understand the geography of activity, we first geocoded and mapped all events logged 

in the Clery data, as well as arrests. Figure 1 is this map, on which we have drawn boundaries for the 

UCLA campus, and the three neighborhoods most commonly associated with the campus: the pri-

vate student housing west of campus, student housing along Hilgard Avenue west of campus, and 

Westwood Village south of campus. The UCLA campus area includes student housing on “The Hill” 

in the northwest area, graduate student housing in the southwest, and the UCLA Medical Center. 

The most salient takeaway from this large map is the substantial amount of UCPD-reported activity 

and arrests off campus, even several miles away from campus. Of the nearly 8,000 events recorded 

in 2019, roughly one-third occurred outside of UCLA’s campus and otherwise relevant jurisdictions 

(indicated by the thicker boundary lines), such as the Santa Monica Hospital and UCLA housing 

Figure 1.

Events and arrests on and around campus in 2018/2019. 

Source: UCPD Clery logs, UCPD arrest logs.
Note: We used the most recent year of data available, which is 2019 for the Clery logs and 2018 for data on 
arrests 
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on Sawtelle Boulevard south of campus. Over 20% of activity occurred in Westwood Village and 

the private student housing to the west of campus. The remaining roughly 10% of events occurred 

further afield, outside any of the boundaries drawn in Figure 1. Although some of the Clery events 

could reflect reports collected by UCPD but originating with other agencies, the distribution of 

UCPD arrests suggests substantial UCPD activity throughout the same areas. In subsequent figures, 

we zoom in on event and arrest rates on and near campus, but the large geographic scope of 

UCPD activity is clear.

Figure 2. 
Maps (choropleth) of events and arrests by neighborhood

Figure 2 zooms in on the campus area itself, using color shading to illustrate differences in the 

average number of events (the map on the left) and arrests (the map on the right) per day in differ-

ent parts of campus and adjacent areas. This map shows that there is more activity on the campus 

itself, but there are more arrests off campus, particularly in Westwood Village and private student 

housing. 
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Figure 3. 
Daily average of Clery events by neighborhood 2014 & 2019

In order to better appreciate the differences in activity across neighborhoods mapped in Figure 2, 

and to assess changes from 2014 to 2019, we present the number of Clery events in different neigh-

borhoods graphically in Figure 3. The most important takeaway from this graph is the increase 

during this time period in police activity on South Campus, in the adjacent UCLA Medical Center 

area, and in the greater Westwood (“Westwood/Off-Campus”) off-campus area. The last area is 

defined as the area south of Westwood Village and bounded north/south by Wilshire Boulevard to 

the north, Pico Boulevard to the south, Overland Avenue on the east and Federal Avenue to the 

west.
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Figure 4. 
The ratio of arrests to events by neighborhood in 2018/2019

Next, we examine the ratio of arrests to events for these same neighborhoods in Figure 4. For a 

given amount of Clery log activity, there are many more arrests in the Westwood off-campus area. 

For example, arrests-per-incident are roughly twice as high in Westwood than they are on campus. 

We note, however, that in this and the preceding analyses arrests are reported from an indepen-

dent dataset and are not necessarily outcomes of Clery logged events. That data is presented in 

Figure 6 and shows a similar pattern.
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Types of Events and Dispositions in the Clery 
Data 

We now turn to more detailed Clery log information about the nature, not just the location, of 

logged events. The Clery logs include two fields that describe each event. One describes the “type 

of event” and the other is “disposition status”. To simplify the visualization of trends in the data, we 

categorize both. We assign the 25 different disposition statuses into one of three categories based 

on whether there is an arrest or some potential criminal law follow-up indicated (e.g., “referred 

to outside agency”), and present this breakdown overall and by neighborhood. A full description 

of the coding can be found in Appendix B Table B1. Note that these arrest indications are based 

exclusively on the Clery disposition data; we have not attempted to match them to independent 

arrest data. Surprisingly, compared to the 616 arrests, very few (4) dispositions indicate a citation. 

We cannot ascertain whether this reflects a labelling issue, the omission of events that might often 

yield a citation for an infraction (e.g., speeding), or something else.

Figure 5.
Disposition status of events in 2019

Figure 5 summarizes the prevalence of the three disposition types. The chart illustrates that the 

vast majority of incidents (85%) do not result in any criminal law follow-up. Indeed, by far the larg-

est single underlying disposition code is “non-criminal matter” (Appendix B, Table B1).
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Figure 6. 
Disposition status of events by neighborhood in 2019

Figure 6 presents the disposition status of Clery events by neighborhood for 2019. It shows that 

the chance of an event ending with either arrest or potential criminal law follow-up is much higher 

off campus than on campus, consistent with the implications of Figure 4 above. It also reiterates 

the facts of Figure 5, that the vast majority of events do not have potential criminal law follow-up. 

We have not attempted to analyze whether the geographic variation in dispositions could be a 

function of geographic variation in underlying event types, in part because of data limitations 

noted below.

The categorization of event type is more complex. We grouped the more than 600 descriptions 

of event types into nine categories. Appendix B Table B2 contains the detailed coding for these 

events.
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Figure 7.
 

Events by type (percent of total) (2019)

Figure 7 shows that the UCPD primarily responds to events involving property damage or misap-

propriation (31%), such as theft or vandalism, or to reports of people whose presence or behavior 

is deemed disruptive or out of place (26%). Fewer than 10% of incidents involve response to the use 

or threat of interpersonal violence, comparable to the proportion involving traffic enforcement. 

The Clery logs do not specify the type of personnel who responded to each event, but we grouped 

under “Fire/Safety” those most commonly associated exclusively with a fire department response, 

consistent with the self-description on the UCLA Fire Department’s website and very small (3%) 

portion of total events.
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Figure 8. 

Disposition status by event type (2019)

Figure 8 applies the disposition codes shown in Figure 5 (above) to the incident types shown in 

Figure 7. Different types of events vary substantially in how often they result in arrest or potential 

criminal law follow-up. The length of each segment represents the percentage of total Clery inci-

dents of all types and dispositions, so the total length for each event type matches the percent-

ages shown in Figure 7. Table 1 presents the same data in tabular form but shows follow-ups as a 

percentage within event types.

In Figure 8, comparing the extent of the green, yellow, and magenta segments within each event 

type shows that incidents involving the use or threat of violence are much more likely to yield an 

arrest or follow-up than most other types. Traffic, health/welfare, and disturbance/trespass rarely 

do. Property incidents are an in-between case. Because property incidents are such a large portion 

of total incidents, in absolute terms they yield criminal law follow-ups comparable to force/threat 

incidents. This is evident from comparing the magenta segments of the two bars. Nonetheless, 

criminal law follow-ups are a much lower proportion (11%) within property event types than within 

force/threat (31%) (Table 1). 

Public authority and drug/alcohol incidents are somewhat anomalous in their domination by ar-

rests or other potential criminal law follow-ups. This appears to reflect event type descriptions that 

were written or updated after the initial dispatch and response. For instance, the event description 

“warrant arrest” dominates our public authority category (Appendix B Table B2). Almost certain-

ly the UCPD would not have known about an outstanding warrant before stopping someone on 

some other basis and then running a warrant check. However, we cannot acertain the original 



MAPPING YESTERDAY’S POLICE ACTIVITY AT UCLA | April 2021

14    /////////////////////////////

basis for the stop, and thus what event type would have been recorded had no warrant arrest later 

occurred.

Table 1. 

Number and Arrest Rate by Event Type
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Conclusion

The maps and graphical visualization of data on policing at UCLA reveal several trends and spatial 

patterns. First, the vast majority (over 90%) of activity was not related to force or the threat of 

violence. Indeed, the biggest single category of incidents is events related to property, and a close 

second involves people whose presence or behavior is deemed disruptive or out of place, without 

any indication of violence. Second, much of the UCPD activity occurs off campus, and off-campus 

activity increased between 2014 and 2019. Third, there is a higher rate of arrests for incidents that 

occur off campus. Fourth, over 80% of reported police activity does not result in follow-ups for any 

asserted or possible crime. 

The Clery logs endeavor to be comprehensive accounts of police activity on and near campus, but 

our analysis illustrates some limitations. The main challenge is that their approach to coding is un-

clear. For some event types, the coding reflects outcomes, whereas for others it reflects the initial 

reason for an incident. This obscures how different types of initiating events unfold. Additionally, 

we do not know whether events were initiated based on a 911 or other community-initiated call or 

instead were self-initiated by an officer, nor do we know the specific agency that responded to and 

reported the event.
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Appendix A. 

Data Notes

Clery log data were obtained by Public Records Act request (PRA) to UCPD. This log begins on 

January 1, 2014, and ends on June 30, 2020. It was provided in the same PDF format in which UCPD 

publishes the most recent 60-day log on its website. We cleaned, geocoded, and analyzed entries 

for 2014, the first complete calendar year available, and for 2019, the last complete calendar year 

available and also entirely prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

We submitted a PRA for documents containing definitions or explanations of the contents of each 

field in the log, as well any fields maintained in the underlying database but not reported in the 

log, but UCLA asserted that no such documents exist. Some description of Clery Act reporting is 

publicly available in UCLA’s “Annual Security & Fire Report” published on the UCPD webpage noted 

above. It is unclear how the “crime statistics” published in the Annual Report relate to the much 

broader set of incidents reported in the log. We note, for instance, that the category of “disci-

plinary referral” appears in the Annual Report but not in the “Disposition” field of the log (Ap-

pendix B). The Annual Report raises the possibility that some incidents included in the log did not 

involve UCLA Police or Fire department responses, which are comprehensively reported there, but 

instead were reported to UCPD after the fact by other agencies. We cannot assess the frequency 

with which that occurs, nor whether an incident involved exclusively a Fire Department response 

rather than a joint or sole response by UCPD. 

By including both Clery log data and independent UCPD arrest data, however, Figure 1 makes clear 

that UCPD activity is extensive over the same geography reported in the Clery log. Because UCPD 

is the lead agency for compiling and reporting the log and appears to be the primary source for 

the incidents reported, we refer throughout to Clery incidents as involving UCPD response.

Arrest data reported in Figures 1, 2 & 4 are independent of Clery log data. The dataset was provided 

to us by, and is used with permission from, the No UCPD Coalition, which obtained the data by PRA 

to the UCPD using a standardized request developed by the Million Dollar Hoods Project (MDH). 

That dataset was initially cleaned by MDH, and we geocoded arrest locations. We analyzed data 

for 2018, the most recent complete calendar year. More extensive analysis of this arrest data is 

provided by the No UCPD Coalition’s report Policing UCLA: UCLA PD Arrests (2013-2018). Note that 

“subject arrested” is also a disposition code within the Clery log (Appendix B). References to arrest 

in Figures 5, 6 & 8 and in Table 1 are to Clery log dispositions, not to the separate arrest data.

https://www.police.ucla.edu/reports-statistics/jeanne-clery-act
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Appendix B. 
Table B1. 
Categorization of Disposition Status
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Appendix B. 
Table B2. 
Categorization of Events by Type
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