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ABSTRACT 

ABOUT FACE 

BY PAULINE ALARCON
  

 I am grateful to have worked with Professor Stefans to create About Face, a screenplay 

with a corresponding video miniseries about young adults at Los Angeles Air Force Base. This 

story is a concentrated summary of five people’s life choices: an 18-year-old Bostonian, fresh 

from Basic Training, decides whether he can handle military life on the West Coast; a 

misunderstood civilian girl struggles to form a real romantic relationship; a plucky 19-year-old 

Airman and his former high school sweetheart, now wife, question whether they should have 

ever gotten married; and a career-driven female Airman realizes she is pregnant. 

 I decided to take my thesis one step further, beyond the written word, by creating a video 

miniseries of my thesis. To develop this miniseries, I storyboarded key scenes, created a detailed 

shotlist of the scenes to be filmed, acted as a lead character, directed 10 actors, filmed for dozens 

of hours, and edited the entire miniseries into a 40-minute film. While I learned many technical, 

creative, and interpersonal skills developing this video miniseries, my primary concerns were 

incorporating what I learned in my English classes: narrative, characters, and culture. My main 

goal was to create a compelling story, build three-dimensional characters, and reflect the current 

zeitgeist. 

 I appreciate that the English Department allowed me to create this piece, which helped 

me grow as a creative writer and as a person. I am thrilled to present this piece for your 

consideration.  



DEDICATION 

ABOUT FACE 

BY PAULINE ALARCON

 About Face is dedicated to my outstanding advisor, Professor Brian Kim Stefans, and my 

amazing parents/Executive Producers: Gregory Alarcon and Helen Lemmon Alarcon. This thesis 

was made possible by Sebastian Gonzalez, Austin Nasso, Phoebe Balson, Dewey Cassady, 

Gloria Ines, Josh Castillo, Cory Peter Lane, Taylor Leigh Harper, Winston Alarcon, Mr. Kitty 

Alarcon, and viewers/readers like you. Thank you.  
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INT. NICK’S FAMILY HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY 

NICK (18, sarcastic) packs military clothing in his backpack. 

NICK
(V.O)

On April 1st, I was denied 
admittance from every college I 
applied to. Private schools,
public schools, even my local 
community college. They all hated 
me equally. I guess I can see why. 
Too stupid for public school. Too 
poor for private school. And too 
lazy to print out the sup- 
plemental materials needed for a 
community college application. So, 
what did I do? On April 6, 2018, I 
signed up for Basic Training and 
enlisted in the US Air Force.

INT. LA AIR BASE - RIORDAN’S OFFICE - DAY 

CAPTAIN RIORDAN (Personnel Specialist, Senior Airman) scans 
Nick’s files. 

RIORDAN
Nick Harrison, that’s correct?

NICK
Yeah-uh. Yes, Captain Riordan. 

RIORDAN
Your mother lives at 561 Plum 
Street in Revere, Massachusetts and 
your father is... deceased? 

NICK
Yes sir.

(V.O)
Let me guess he’s-

RIORDAN
So sorry for your loss. Anyway, to 
get you started on your first day, 
I’ll be pairing you with a mentor, 
his name is- 

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - DAY 

Open on handshake. We meet JAKE (19, tall, muscular). 



JAKE
Private Jake Walters. I see you 
enjoyed drills this morning?

Cut to Nick, who is comically drenched in sweat.

NICK
It was the weather! I’m not used to 
the dry heat. 

KYLE (18, menacing) eats a sandwich on Jake’s couch. 

KYLE
(O.S)

Is the “newb” sweatin’? 

JAKE
Nick, this is Private Kyle Rivers. 

Kyle grunts.

NICK
Those drills. Wicked hard, right?

KYLE
(laughs cruelly)

Wicked?

NICK
You guys don’t say wicked?

KYLE 
No, that’s gay. And the drills 
today were easy.

Beat. 

NICK
So... Jake, how long have you been 
here?

JAKE
A year, since high school 
graduation. And my wife moved here 
a couple months ago. 

NICK
(V.O)

This 19-year-old has a wife?

JAKE
Do you have family out here?
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NICK
Nah, my Mom and I are from Mass. 
And my Dad passed away. 

JAKE
Oh I’m...

NICK
(V.O)

Wait for it

JAKE
So sorry for your loss. 

NICK
(V.O)

Nailed it!

KYLE
You better not be a Pat’s fan. 

NICK
Of course I’m a-

KYLE
They’re a bunch of cheaters.

Disgusted and offended, Nick gets up. As he leaves, he turns 
around.

NICK
Tom Brady’s a god.

EXT. LA AIR BASE - GARDEN - DAY 

NICK paces in the garden.

NICK
(mumbling to himself)

Brady led the Pats to Super Bowl 
wins 5 times, FIVE! How does Kyle-

Nick notices MARIANA (pretty dress, prettier eyes) sitting on 
a bench. 

MARIANA
(giggles)

Is everything okay? 

NICK
Hi, I’m Nick. 
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MARIANA
Mariana. 

NICK
Are you... a soldier? 

MARIANA
I’m an actress-trying to be. I 
sneezed on the camera during my 
last audition. Move over Meryl! 

Nick laughs.

MAR
But, my sister Lucy is a Second 
Lieutenant. I live with her and her 
boyfriend just off base. She should 
be back soon. She has to be with me 
while I’m on base. Is your family 
in the army?

NICK
God no. My Mom’s a total hippie. 
And my Dad was in finance- he 
passed away. 

Silence. 

NICK (CONT’D)
You’re not gonna say you’re sorry 
for my loss?

MARIANA
Do you want me to? 

NICK
No it’s just- everyone always says 
that. 

MARIANA
My Mom passed away just after I was 
born. 

(unexpectedly flirtatious)
You ain’t special. 

NICK
I don’t even know why I’m here. 
I think the real reason I enlisted 
is I used to play with GI Joe 
Action Figures too much. 
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MARIANA
Me too! 

NICK
Right? They’re great! All the guys 
think I’m crazy. Especially Kyle. 

MARIANA
(upset)

Kyle Rivers? Yeah.. He’s-not a good 
guy. 

NICK
Well, he’s certainly a jerk. 

MARIANA
Okay I know you soldiers have to 
stay fit and whatever but there’s a 
Dunkin’ 5 miles away and I’m 
craving a cruller. You in? 

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - NEXT MORNING 

NICK struts in, for the first time, he is happy. He greets 
KYLE and JAKE.

NICK
Morning guys. 

KYLE
Wow, Harrison. It’s Day 2 and you 
already got yourself a Tag Chaser. 

NICK
Huh? 

KYLE
All the guys know. I told them.

NICK
Wait, what’s going on? 

JAKE
Nick, a Tag Chaser is a girl who 
only goes out with guys to get to 
their military tags. You 
embarrassed us, Nick! 

Embarrassed, ashamed, and angry, Nick walks out of the 
apartment.
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EXT. LA AIR BASE - GARDEN - DAY 

NICK walks up to MARIANA.

MARIANA
(all smiles)

Today, I’m thinking a Jelly Donut. 
Are you in?

NICK
You used me. 

MARIANA
What?

NICK
The guys told me. You’re a Tag 
Chaser. You only go after guys for 
their tags-

MARIANA
The “guys” told you? Or Kyle? 

NICK
What’s the difference?

MARIANA
And who do you believe? Some 
hormonal dudes who make you feel 
like East Coast trailer-trash? Or, 
are you willing to hear me and my 
side of the story?

NICK
I don’t want to be part of any of 
this. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - DAY 

NICK, bag slung over his shoulder, knocks on JAKE’s door. AMY 
(brown hair, amethyst wedding ring) reads a book. 

JAKE
Nick, this is my wife, Amy.

NICK
(to Amy)

Hi. 
(to Jake)

I’m going back to Massachusetts. 
Thanks for your-hospitality- I 
guess, I dunno. Take care-
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JAKE
You had one bad day. Now you wanna 
give up?

NICK
You don’t understand. I shouldn’t 
be here. I don’t belong-

JAKE
You belong here. We all do. 

NICK
I gotta get out of-

JAKE
Do you really wanna go AWOL? What 
would your Dad have thought of 
that?

Nick takes this in. 

NICK
(relenting)

It’s gotta get easier. 

JAKE
It will. You’ll stay?

NICK
Yeah. 

JAKE
Good. Amy and I were gonna watch a 
movie. You should join us! That’s 
cool, Amy?

AMY
(lying)

Of course! I’ll bring out some more 
spiralized carrots. 

NICK
LA does food weird. 

JAKE
We like movie snacks but I need to 
eat healthy. 

Amy sets down the carrots and nestles into Jake’s side. 

AMY
Eat up! 
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They start the movie. 

JAKE
You’ll end up loving it here, Nick. 
There’s an adjustment period for 
sure but everyone falls in love 
with this base. That’s what 
happened to Amy! She loves it here.

Nick looks at Amy who is clearly uncomfortable. She doesn’t 
love it here and Jake has no idea. 

END OF EPISODE 1. 
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INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - DAY 

AMY lies on the couch.  

AMY
Hello. Hello? Yes, I can you hear 
you. Hello? Please don’t hang up! 
I’ve been on hold for 20 minutes. 
Hi, I’m trying to reach Management 
Services at LA Air Force Base. Our 
toilet is clogged and we need 
service... Friday? You can’t come 
until Friday? For five days we 
can’t use the-? Ok. Thank you.

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - DAY 

AMY nervously sips water as she sits with sisters MARIANA and 
LUCY. Lucy fidgets with a Rubik’s Cube. 

AMY
Thanks for inviting me to your 
place! And Lucy, it’s nice to meet 
you. 

MARIANA
Lucy’s insane. She graduated top of 
her class at the Air Force Academy. 
She’s kicking ass as a Second 
Lieutenant. 

LUCY
I just want my sister to enlist!

MARIANA
And cut my acting career short?

LUCY
You didn’t even get a callback for 
Community Theater! 

MARIANA
Anyway! Amy, when are you and Jake 
going to have kids? 

AMY
Oh, we’re still getting used to 
being married. Plus, we don’t have 
the money to raise a child.
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LUCY
You two should budget. I’ve seen 
too many couples break up on the 
base because of one person’s 
overspending.

AMY
I try to! Its... nevermind.

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - DAY 

AMY lies on the couch for a moment. Then, she Facetimes her 
best friend CONNIE (18, ditzy), who is drunk in her dorm 
room.

CONNIE
Amy, college is the best! I have 
these amazing friends, these 
wonderful classes I go to, 
sometimes... You’re missing out! 

AMY
Connie, are you drunk? 

(checks her watch)
It’s 3pm in Texas! 

CONNIE
It’s just a party all the time at 
UT Austin. We’re drinking your 
favorite! 

(toasts with the bottle)
Cheers bitch!

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - DAY 

AMY sits on the couch. JAKE walks in and he slams two bags of 
Funyuns onto the coffee table.

AMY
You bought these from the 
Commissary?

JAKE
(munching)

Yeah.

AMY
Are you kidding me? You’ve been 
telling me for months to cut back 
on what I spend there. Now you come 
home with this... crap? They make 
your mouth taste disgusting
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JAKE
(snaps)

I wanted them. 

He turns away from her. 

AMY
(softens her tone)

Money’s tight and we should cut 
back. But, we can afford chips. 
Look, let’s not fight.

Jake looks down at his shoes for a long moment and, finally, 
he meets her gaze. He looks pained. 

JAKE
I’m getting deployed.

AMY
For combat?

He nods, shoving a handful of Funyuns into his mouth. She 
bursts into tears.

AMY (CONT’D)
I was miserable my senior year 
because you were here while I was 
still in Texas. When I moved, I 
expected us to be together. Not for 
you to be gone 14 hours a day. Not 
to be left dealing with clogged 
toilets and no money. I need you 
here.

JAKE
Thanks for making my deployment all 
about you. 

AMY
I’m sorry. But-

JAKE
I never asked you to leave your 
perfect life in Texas. You wanted 
to marry me. You wanted to move 
here. If you think you’ve made too 
many sacrifices for me then don’t 
do it! Go home. Your parents would 
be overjoyed to have their little 
girl back. 

(MORE)
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Connie would be so excited if you 
came home and you two could go to 
UT and get wasted every weekend.

AMY
You know that’s not what I want. 

(questioning)
I-

JAKE
But, I’m about to be deployed for 
combat. I’ve dreamed of it my whole 
life. But-

He closes his eyes to stop himself from crying. 

JAKE (CONT’D)
Be here for me.

AMY
I have been!

JAKE
What, and now you’re done?

AMY
No. Baby, I’m here. But, living on 
base isn’t what I expected.

JAKE
It’s gonna be the same when I come 
back, right?

AMY
(lying)

It’ll be like you never left. 

Finally she gives in- and digs her hand into the bag of 
Funyuns.

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - DAY 

AMY sits with MARIANA and LUCY. 

MARIANA
Trust me, I’ve gotten over Nick. 

LUCY
Sure you have. 

Mariana leans her head against Lucy’s shoulder. 

JAKE (CONT'D)
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MARIANA
Why can’t I have what you and Ray 
have? 

LUCY
He is amazing!

A phone buzzes. Mariana checks hers immediately. But, it 
wasn’t hers.  

LUCY (CONT’D)
Ray and I have been together for 10 
years. I met him when I was 13! 

Amy checks her phone. She receives a series of text message 
from Derek, “Hey.” “It’s Derek.” “You probably already knew 
that.” “Unless you deleted my number.” “It’d be great to 
catch up.” “I miss us.” 

Amy quickly puts her phone down. 

AMY
(guilty)

Jake’s amazing too. But, wow that’s 
incredible. 

LUCY
(smiles)

Everything is great with us. 

END OF EPISODE 2
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INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - DAY 

MARIANA drinks a caloric drink while LUCY has a small salad. 

MARIANA
Dude, you burn like 800 calories a 
day, eat some real food. 

LUCY
(snaps)

And you could try eating a meal 
that isn’t made of sugar. 

(recovers)
Sorry. I just- I know I’m gaining 
weight and I don’t know why. 

MARIANA
Probably cuz you’re stressed all 
the time. You have your interview 
for 1st Lieutenant tomorrow, right? 

LUCY
Mariana this promotion would be 
amazing. 

MARIANA
I’m so jealous of you. You really 
have it all figured out. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - DAY 

AMY knocks on the door. LUCY (wearing her dress uniform) 
plays with her Rubik’s Cube. 

LUCY
Amy! Hi! 

AMY
Hey! I just wanted to stop by and 
wish you luck with the interview 
today. I don’t wanna hold you up. 

LUCY
I have a minute. How are you?

AMY
I’m good! Fine, I guess. Jake’s 
been really distant. And I know, 
he’s going through a lot. But, he’s 
going through stuff I don’t know 
how to help him with. 

(MORE)
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And, I know I’m just PMSing, but 
I’m sad all the time. We should be 
enjoying this time together but 
it’s like he’s mentally already in 
Afghanistan. I don’t know I-

Suddenly, Lucy runs into the bathroom. 

AMY (CONT’D)
(to herself)

I’m not that boring. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - 
BATHROOM - DAY 

LUCY wretches in the bathroom. She flushes the toilet and she 
splashes some water on her face. 

LUCY
I’m just nervous. 

Lucy opens her phone to check her period tracker. She’s 13 
days late. 

LUCY (CONT’D)
Oh f---

INT. LA AIR BASE - RIORDAN’S OFFICE - DAY 

RIORDAN (relaxed yet professional) interviews LUCY 
(absolutely terrified). 

RIORDAN
Top of your class at the Academy. 

LUCY
I worked really hard. 

RIORDAN
But, being a 1st Lieutenant is far 
advanced from your academy days. 
How do you know you’re ready for 
this? 

INT. LA AIR BASE - PHARMACY - DAY 

LUCY purchases a Pregnancy Test.

LUCY
(V.O)

I’ve been a Second Lieutenant for 
two years now. 

AMY (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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I was selected for pilot training 
and I’ve done really well. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AMD MARIANA’S APARTMENT-
BATHROOM 

LUCY walks into the stall holding the Pregnancy Test. 

LUCY
(V.O)

I do all required hours and more of 
physical training. I help my fellow 
officers. I-hardly ever take 
vacation days? 

INT. LA AIR BASE - RIORDAN’S OFFICE - DAY - CONTINUOUS

RIORDAN
Being a 1st Lieutenant requires 
complete commitment. Do you 
understand the seriousness required 
for this position?  

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT -
BATHROOM

LUCY reacts to the positive pregnancy test.

INT. LA AIR BASE - RIORDAN’S OFFICE - DAY - CONTINUOUS

LUCY
I promise you. The Air Force is my 
priority. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - NIGHT 

LUCY and RAY (long hair, beard) sit together on the couch. 
Lucy has just told Ray that she’s pregnant. 

RAY
Oh my God!

LUCY
I know. This isn’t what we wanted. 
I don’t know-

RAY
(elated)

I’m gonna be a Dad! 

LUCY
Well-

LUCY (CONT'D)
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RAY
Lucy, today, after guitar class, I 
was waiting with the kids- for 
their parents to pick them up. And 
this mom walked in with this little 
tiny baby I swear he was only like 
two months old. And I thought-I 
swear to God- he was damn cute and 
I was like “what am I doing? Guys 
don’t gush over babies.” But, I 
swear to God- I freakin gushed! And 
I think-oh my God I think I knew- I 
think I freakin’ knew this was 
gonna happen! Lucy, oh my God! 

Doorbell rings. 

RAY (CONT’D)
That must be Amy!

LUCY
I forgot I invited her for take out 
because she seems so sad and lonely 
all the time.

Ray opens the door for AMY as Lucy speaks.

LUCY (CONT’D)
Hi!!! Just the person I was hoping 
to see. 

Amy sits on the couch. 

RAY
Lucy, we should tell her! 

AMY
Tell me what?

RAY
Lucy is- wait should she tell you I 
don’t know the rules here-

LUCY
(interrupting him)

I got the promotion! 

Amy congratulates her. Ray is concerned. He doesn’t 
understand why Lucy didn’t tell her that she’s pregnant. 
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INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - LATER 
THAT NIGHT

RAY and LUCY dry dishes in silence. 

RAY
It’s that 3 month thing, right?

LUCY
What?

RAY
Yeah, I’ve seen it on TV. Girls 
wait 3 months to tell people, 
right? That’s why you didn’t wanna 
say?

LUCY
I just didn’t wanna celebrate. 

RAY
That’s fine, we’ll tell them later. 

(touches her)
Mariana’s isn’t home. We can...

LUCY
Ray. I don’t know how to feel. 

RAY
What do you mean? 

LUCY
I just got promoted. 

RAY
Yeah! Again, congratulations. 

LUCY
They aren’t gonna be too happy when 
they hear I’m pregnant. 

RAY
I’m sure they’d understand-

LUCY
They do! They make lots of 
accommodations: time off, reduced 
hours... 

RAY
That’s great. 
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LUCY
But, I don’t want them to make 
accommodations for me! 

RAY
You can’t do all the work you’re 
doing now and be pregnant. 

Beat. 

LUCY
No. I can’t. 

Finally, Ray gets it. 

RAY
(yelling)

Are you saying that? 

LUCY
(matching his tone)

I just got this job

RAY
I love you, But, I need some air. 

Ray storms out of the apartment. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - LATER 
THAT NIGHT

LUCY sits on the couch and she fidgets with the Rubik’s Cube.  
MARIANA brings her sleepy-time tea.

MARIANA
Wow. I thought I’d be the sister 
with the unplanned pregnancy. 

LUCY
I did too. 

MARIANA
How do you feel?

LUCY
I-you wouldn’t understand. 

MARIANA
Stop doing that!

LUCY
Great, now you’re mad at me too?
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MARIANA
Don’t talk down to me! 

Beat.
Do you want to have a baby?

Lucy looks unsure. 

EXT. LA AIR BASE - PARKING LOT - NEXT DAY 

LUCY gets inside her car. She turns the key and she changes 
the gear shift. Finally, she gives herself a moment to 
breathe. 

EXT. LA AIR BASE - GARDEN - CONTINUOUS 

NICK walks through the garden. Finally, he finds MARIANA.

NICK
Hi. 

Mariana ignores him. 

NICK (CONT’D)
You look really pretty. 

MARIANA
Pretty enough for a “Tag Chaser?”

NICK
I know. I shouldn’t have believed 
that. 

MARIANA
You should have asked me! And then 
I could have told you about Kyle. 
He told me he loved me. He slept 
with some girl on base. And then he 
told everyone that I’m a tag 
chaser. 

NICK
I didn’t know any of that.

MARIANA
No, you didn’t. You decided to 
believe a rumor from a jerk rather 
than talk to the girl who could 
have been really special. 
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NICK
I know. I messed up. Could, I take 
you out again?

EXT. PLANNED PARENTHOOD - DAY

We see Lucy standing outside of a Planned Parenthood. 

EXT. LA MILITARY BASE - GARDEN - CONTINUOUS 

MARIANA
You can’t always get a second 
chance. 

Mariana’s phone rings. It’s Lucy. 

MARIANA (CONT’D)
Hello?

END OF EPISODE 3
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EXT. LA AIR BASE - PARKING LOT - SAME DAY

Lucy is on the phone with Mariana.

LUCY
I was going to... but I couldn’t
walk in... and I’m freaking out... 
but I suddenly realized... And this 
isn’t about Ray, I swear.

Beat. 

LUCY (CONT’D)
I wanna have this baby. 

EXT. LA AIR BASE - GARDEN - SAME DAY

Mariana hangs up the phone after talking to Lucy. Then, she 
turns to Nick.

MARIANA
It’s weird watching her fall apart. 
That’s usually me. 

NICK
You seem pretty sure of yourself. 

MARIANA
I just-don’t know what I’m doing 
here. I’ve been in LA a year and 
the closest I’ve come to being a TV 
star is auditioning for one 
commercial audition, to play the 
girl in the “before” ad for an acne 
medication. And I didn’t even get 
that. 

NICK
That’s cuz you were meant for the 
other role- the hot girl who dances 
in the grass cuz she has such great 
skin.

MARIANA
And now I’m wondering if maybe Real 
Estate could be right for me. 

NICK
That sounds cool! 
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MARIANA
I like the idea of prancing around 
fancy-ass houses like I own the 
place. I make really great cookies 
too. 

NICK
What kind? I live for cookies. 

MARIANA
Banana Quinoa Chocolate Chip. 

NICK
Eww. 

MARIANA
Huh?

NICK
You just ruined cookies for me. 

MARIANA
They’re delicious. 

NICK
Why would you screw up a perfectly 
wonderful chocolate chip cookie by 
adding banana and quinoa?

MARIANA
It makes it healthy! 

NICK
If I wanted to be healthy, then I 
wouldn’t be eating a cookie! 

MARIANA
You- don’t get to eat them. 

NICK
Fine.

(smirks)
Wouldn’t want them anyway. 

Mariana gives a sly smile. She enjoys flirting with him. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - DAY 

Lucy opens a pill bottle to take her prenatal vitamins.  
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LUCY
(to herself)

Oh my God, these prenatals are 
horse pills. 

Mariana walks into the apartment. Lucy screams.  

MARIANA
What is your problem? Can you 
please go back to normal now? 

LUCY
You scared me! You’re never up this 
early. 

MARIANA
I’m going to Real Estate class. 

LUCY
You haven’t gone to school in a 
month! 

Mariana shrugs. She walks out the door.

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - DAY 

AMY and MARIANA sit on the couch. A plate of cauliflower 
nachos is between them. 

AMY
Well, I failed my Stats midterm. 
Then, I went to Whole Foods because 
looking at rich people food makes 
me happy. So, I tried to recreate 
the Whole Food’s special using the 
cheap food at the commissary. How’d 
I do? 

MARIANA
I taste the cauliflower, the nacho, 
and none of the guilt! Nick was so 
wrong. Healthy food can still taste 
good. 

AMY
Nick? You’re talking to him again? 

MARIANA
He was sweet. Maybe I should give 
him another chance. 
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AMY
I don’t think so. 

MARIANA
Why not? 

AMY
He was rude! You saw the way he 
sided with Kyle over you. 

MARIANA
No, he’s different. He asked me to 
lunch tomorrow and I said yes.

AMY
You shouldn’t ruin your life by 
being with someone who isn’t right 
for you. 

MARIANA
Going to lunch with a guy is hardly 
ruining-I thought you, of all 
people, would be supportive. 

AMY
What’s that supposed to mean?

MARIANA
Amy. You married your high school 
sweetheart! Shouldn’t you be 
telling me, “Prince Charming is 
real! The couples on The Bachelor 
really are in love! Hallmark 
Christmas movies happen in real 
life!” All that crap.

AMY
(without a defense)

Everyone knows The Bachelor is 
scripted. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - LUCY, RAY, AND MARIANA’S APARTMENT - NIGHT 

MARIANA plays the cello when LUCY walks in. 

LUCY
(in a good mood)

Hello!

MARIANA
Someone’s filled with happy mommy 
hormones. 

About Face
Pauline Alarcon 28.



LUCY
Ha. I met with Captain Riordan 
today to talk through the logistics 
of my pregnancy and being a 1st 
Lieutenant. When he’s not 
interviewing you, he’s really cool.

MARIANA
Mmmhmm. Tomorrow, after Real 
Estate, I’m grabbing lunch with 
Nick. 

LUCY
So now you’ll have officially gone 
out with two servicemen? That’s two 
too many.

Lucy exits the room. 

MARIANA
Don’t worry

(yells)
I won’t get pregnant! 

Lucy re-enters the room and she glares. Mariana smiles. 

EXT. LA AIR BASE - GARDEN - NEXT DAY 

Plate of cookies in her hand, MARIANA sits in the garden and 
waits for Nick. Then, KYLE walks by and sits in Nick’s seat. 

KYLE
Wow. Someone can’t get enough of 
me. 

MARIANA
I’m not here for you. 

KYLE
(sarcastically)

Sure, I forget. You have so much 
going on in your life. Where’s that 
hit TV show again?

MARIANA
You know, I’m happy that you 
cheated on me. Thank you! Because I 
finally saw that you were a-

KYLE
Me too! I finally found someone 
good. 
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RIORDAN
(O.S)

Kyle!

RIORDAN emerges from his office. 

RIORDAN (CONT’D)
The C-17 isn’t going to fix itself. 

Kyle shrugs and he walks away. 

RIORDAN (CONT’D)
(to Mariana)

Step inside my office. 

INT. LA AIR BASE- RIORDAN’S OFFICE- DAY 

MARIANA and RIORDAN sit inside his office. 

RIORDAN
You’re Lieutenant Lucy Polen’s 
sister, aren’t you? 

MARIANA
Yeah! She raves about you. 
Apparently, you give great advice. 
As long as I’m here, can I ask you 
a question? 

RIORDAN
Sure. My next meeting isn’t until 
13:00.

MARIANA
If someone hurt you in the past, 
but you think they’ve changed, 
would you still talk to them?

RIORDAN
These sorts of problems always 
amuse me. They’re so small. 

MARIANA
What do you mean?

RIORDAN
Mariana, I fought in Afghanistan. I 
was wounded there. I devoted and I 
continue to devote my life fighting 
for this country. 

(MORE)
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Your romantic problems are 
infinitessimal considering the 
tremendous issues our nation and 
our military face every day. 

MARIANA
You’re right. 

RIORDAN
Considering the truly important 
things in life, you don’t have time 
to sit around, being unhappy about 
the small things. You have to make 
choices that will make you happy.  

EXT. LA AIR BASE - GARDEN - DAY

MARIANA walks up to NICK, who sits anxiously in his seat 
waiting for her. 

NICK
Hey! How’s it-

MARIANA
Close your eyes. 

NICK
Huh?

MARIANA
Close. Your. Eyes

Nick does so. 

MARIANA (CONT’D)
Open your mouth. 

Nick smirks. But, he follows her directions. Mariana places a 
banana quinoa chocolate chip cookie in his mouth.

MARIANA (CONT’D)
Chew. 

NICK
(yells)

RUINED!

MARIANA
I put so much butter in there I 
swear-

Nick finishes the cookie. 

RIORDAN (CONT'D)
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MARIANA (CONT’D)
You ate it! You liked it. 

They laugh. 

MARIANA (CONT’D)
Look, Jake’s getting deployed next 
week. I know- eventually- you will 
be too. 

Beat.

MARIANA (CONT’D)
I like you. 

NICK
I like you too. 

Beat. 

MARIANA
Ok. Then, ask me out!

NICK
I already did-fine. Mariana, will 
you go out with me? 

MARIANA
Yes. 

Nick gets a phone call. It’s Jake. 

MARIANA (CONT’D)
Get it!

NICK
Hey buddy! Deployment’s next week, 
are you doing alright?

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - DAY 

JAKE sits on the couch.

JAKE
Yeah, I’m fine. 

Jake clenches his fists. 

END OF EPISODE 4
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INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - DAY 

JAKE and NICK sit on the couch playing video games. 

NICK
Four days man, are you ready?

JAKE
I can’t wait.

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - NEXT DAY 

JAKE walks into their apartment. Their coffee table is filled 
with bags of Funyuns. AMY holds video games.

AMY
Surprise! I know we just have three 
more days so I wanted to do 
something fun! Sorry, I know Super 
Mario Galaxy is really old but it 
was cheap online and-

Happy, Jake opens a bag of Funyuns. 

AMY (CONT’D)
(bracing herself)

So... I talked to Derek a couple 
days ago.

JAKE
Your ex-boyfriend?

AMY
He’s coming to LA to see his Dad so 
he wanted some restaurant 
recommendations. I hope that’s not 
weird-

JAKE
Would you still be into me if I 
only had one leg?

Beat.

AMY
I’d be into you if you had no legs. 

JAKE
What if I came back with bigger 
ears?
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AMY
How could you come back with bigger 
ears?

JAKE
I don’t know! 

AMY
(kisses him)

You... are going to come back... 
with your ears... and your legs... 
and... your body... 

JAKE
I’m gonna go work off these 
funyons. 

Jake walks out the door. Amy is left, disappointed and alone. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

AMY, JAKE, KYLE, and NICK are seated around the couch, for 
Jake’s Going Away Party.

JAKE
When I was a kid, I was so fat. And 
before you ask, those pictures have 
been erased! Even Amy hasn’t seen 
them. 

AMY
That’s right. 

JAKE
I was 7-years-old. I just played 
the worst soccer game. My teammates 
were stupid enough to pass me the 
ball and I was so clumsy that I 
tripped and fell into the mud. And 
that day, I got a Participation 
Trophy. I was so ashamed. They gave 
me a trophy for doing a terrible 
job! That night, we went to my 
grandparents’ house to celebrate my 
grandpa’s birthday. And I remember, 
when I walked into the living room. 
I saw his Purple Heart, delicately 
placed in this mahogany box and 
hung proudly on the wall. That 
award meant something. 

(MORE)
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He’d sweat, he’d strategized, he 
gave everything he had to fight in 
the Battle of the Bulge. And he was 
really hurt. But, he recovered and 
then he kept fighting. That award 
symbolized bravery- mine 
represented a lazy fat kid who had 
no business being on the field. 
That night, I threw my 
Participation Trophy in the trash 
and I did two dozen sit-ups. That 
was the day I knew I wanted to join 
the military.

NICK
Wow. I decided to enlist cuz I 
thought G.I. Joes were cool. 

AMY
But, it’s okay to be nervous. 

JAKE
Yeah. But, I’m not. 

AMY
Okay. But, if you were, we’d still 
support you. 

JAKE
(tight-lipped)

Thanks. I’m good. 

Beat. 

KYLE
(breaking the tension)

Are you team Cobra or team G.I. 
Joe?

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - LATER THAT 
NIGHT

JAKE and AMY do the dishes. 

JAKE
(upset)

Why did you try to press me like 
that?

AMY
What did I do?

JAKE (CONT'D)
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JAKE
(imitates her)

“It’s okay if you’re nervous.” 

AMY
Now you’re making me fun of me? 

JAKE
It’s like you wanted me to tell 
them I’m nervous. 

AMY
You are nervous!

JAKE
But, I don’t want them knowing 
that. 

AMY
Okay, I’m sorry. I just wanted to 
establish a safe space where you 
could talk about your feelings-

JAKE
Amy, this is the military. We’re 
not going to hold hands and talk 
about our feelings. 

Amy looks hurt and angry. 

JAKE (CONT’D)
Don’t worry. Tomorrow, you’ll be 
rid of me. 

AMY
You think that’s what I want?

JAKE
Maybe! You’re constantly 
disappointed in me!

AMY
Because you’re not connecting with 
me like you used to. You start to 
talk about how you feel but then 
you leave. You act like freakin’ 
Rambo and when I try to get to the 
real person inside of you then you 
shut me out. I don’t know what I’m 
supposed to do here!

Jake walks up to Amy. The scene ends as they embrace. 
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INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT -NEXT DAY 

It’s the day of JAKE’s deployment. Jake stands by the door 
with AMY. 

JAKE
Riordan said he’d come to the 
apartment and then we’ll be off. 

AMY
I can’t believe it. I just-

JAKE
I know. 

AMY
I’m sorry-

JAKE
Don’t. 

AMY
I wish we didn’t fight so much. 

Jake kisses her. 

JAKE
Let’s call it passion. 

AMY
You write me every chance you get. 
I need to hear about everything- 
or, as much as you can tell me. 
What you ate, who you talked to, 
how you’re doing...

Jake gets a text. It’s Riordan. 

JAKE
Riordan wants to meet me 
downstairs. You stay here. 

AMY
Okay sure. 

They embrace. 

JAKE
Oh-and- lemme know what happens on 
base. 
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Jake walks out. Amy is hurt by their tepid goodbye. For the 
first time, she is truly alone.

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - LATER THAT DAY 

Depressed, Amy lies listlessly on the couch. The doorbell 
rings. 

AMY
It’s typically open. 

The door opens. It’s DEREK (nervous smile, he holds roses). 

AMY (CONT’D)
Derek! 

END OF EPISODE 5
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INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT- DAY 

Title Card: 15 months later. 

JAKE sits on the couch playing video games. NICK walks in. 
They shake hands and hug. 

NICK
15 Months later and he’s back! He 
lived to tell the tale!

JAKE
It was good! It was hard, it was 
scary, but the comradery, the 
chance to make a difference in the 
world, that was incredible. How are 
you? How’s everything been going?

NICK
I’m officially a Private First 
Class!

JAKE
Congrats!

NICK
I’m inching my way up there. But, 
the biggest thing, drumroll please?

JAKE
Huh?

NICK
Man, make the drumroll sound. 

Jake laughs but he obliges. 

NICK (CONT’D)
Mariana and I got engaged!

JAKE
(scoffs)

Is she pregnant?

NICK
What? No. It was our one-year 
anniversary. 

JAKE
Nick, that’s insane. 
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NICK
What are you talking about?

JAKE
You’ve known this girl a year and 
you’re ready to make a lifelong  
commitment to her?

NICK
You know, I thought you’d be 
supportive of me. 

JAKE
Well, I’m not!

NICK
That kinda makes me pissed off man. 

(in an angry tone)
Will you be my best man? I’m still 
pissed but the wedding is this 
weekend. And, I had been planning 
to ask you in person all along. So, 
will you? 

JAKE
(pauses)

Of course. 

NICK
Thank you. Come on-I’m older than 
you were when you got married. Have 
you seen Amy yet?

JAKE
Her plane got delayed. 

NICK
Are... things still good between 
you guys?

JAKE
I don’t know. 

EXT. OUTSIDE OF LAX - LUCY’S CAR - DAY 

LUCY sits in the car waiting for AMY. Finally, Amy appears. 

AMY
Lucy!! 

LUCY
Amy!!
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Lucy gets in the front seat and they hug. 

AMY
You are officially superwoman. 
You’re in the military, you have a 
baby at home, and you’re picking me 
up at the airport. 

LUCY
To be honest, sitting in airport 
traffic is a nice break from 
working 40+ hours a week and 
changing diapers. But, Riordan 
hinted that Captain may be in my 
future. And Sasha is the cutest!! 

AMY
I love the pictures! I’m so excited 
to see her little baby face! Is Ray 
a good dad?

LUCY
The best. How are you?

AMY
I’m good! I didn’t realize how much 
I missed my parents and how great 
it was going to a real college. I 
found the cutest bridesmaid dress 
at Goodwill. Do you like your Maid 
of Honor dress? 

LUCY
I love it! Have you thought about 
what you’re gonna say to Jake?

AMY
I’ve written about 500 drafts on my 
phone. I still have no idea. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - DAY 

JAKE sits anxiously on the couch. Finally, AMY walks in. 

JAKE
Hi!

AMY
Hi!

JAKE
I know. We should talk-
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AMY
For a little while, let’s not talk. 

They kiss. 

EXT. LA AIR BASE - GARDEN - DAY 

MARIANA and NICK sit on patio furniture. 

NICK
Ms. Real Estate Agent, how’s the 
apartment hunt going?

MARIANA
Oh, we’re gonna be the hottest 
couple in El Segundo!

Beat.

NICK
Should we wait on the wedding?

MARIANA
Do you seriously have cold feet? 

NICK
Maybe Jake’s right. We’ve only 
known each other for a year. 

MARIANA
We can’t let Amy and Jake’s marital 
problems get in the way of how we 
feel. 

MARIANA (CONT’D)
Do you love me?

NICK
Yes. 

MARIANA
And do you wanna marry me?

NICK
Yes. 

MARIANA
Good. Cuz I wanna marry you too. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - JAKE AND AMY’S APARTMENT - NEXT DAY 

JAKE and AMY sit on the couch. 
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AMY
Okay. We’ve “been together.”

JAKE
Yeah we have. 

AMY
We went to In-N-Out. We took stupid 
photos in front of LACMA. I think 
it’s time we actually talked. 

Beat.

AMY (CONT’D)
Did you miss me?

JAKE
What? Of course.

AMY
No. Did you miss me?

JAKE
What do you mean?

AMY
Of course, you missed having fun 
together. But, when it was just 
you, in Afghanistan, working with 
your fellow airmen... did you think 
about me?

JAKE
I really liked being abroad. 

Amy has her answer. 

JAKE (CONT’D)
I was worried I wouldn’t. You know 
that. But, Amy, I was happy and-
when they told me they wanted to 
extend my deployment-I was 
relieved. I wasn’t ready to leave.

AMY
Because you enjoyed your life 
without me.  

JAKE
It’s not that simple. 
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AMY
Yes it is. Marriage is about us. We 
are supposed to do things together. 
We are supposed to want to do 
things together. If you’re happy 
being, on the other side of the 
world without me, then that doesn’t 
say much for our marriage. 

JAKE
You’re making me out to be the bad 
guy. You’re pretending that because 
I enjoyed serving my country that 
that makes me a bad husband and 
that’s not fair. Why don’t you just 
admit you were happy without me? 

AMY
I wallowed around the apartment for 
a month. But, I had to go back to 
living my life. And, I like going 
to college, and going to frat 
parties, and if that makes me basic 
or selfish I’m sorry but-

JAKE
Did you cheat on me?

Beat. Jake has his answer. 

AMY
You didn’t write me for two months! 

JAKE
I was busy-

AMY
I was worried you-

JAKE
I’m sorry. I should have thought of 
that, I didn’t mean to worry you, I 
really didn’t think-

AMY
Exactly.

Beat.

AMY (CONT’D)
 Jake I love you. 
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JAKE
I love you too. 

AMY
But, I think we should talk about 
getting a-

Amy’s cell phone rings. It’s Lucy. After a moment, Amy 
answers.

LUCY
(O.S)

Where the fuck are you?! It’s 
wedding time!

INT. LA AIR BASE - MONTAGE

MARIANA beams. She wears a wedding dress. 

MARIANA
(V.O)

I married the love of my life. 

LUCY folds her daughter’s Christmas stocking

LUCY
(V.O)

Celebrated Sasha’s first Christmas. 

NICK grabs a military shirt. 

NICK
(V.O)

Got deployed. 

JAKE looks at Amy’s wedding ring. 

JAKE
(V.O)

Separated from my wife. 

AMY sits on the bed, tissues surround her. 

AMY
(V.O)

But, we were miserable. So, after 
six months of couples counseling 
due to a great deal on Groupon,

AMY and JAKE laugh together. 
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AMY (CONT’D)
(V.O)

We got back together. 

LUCY holds a finished Rubik’s Cube and a military cap. 

LUCY
(V.O)

I solved my Rubik’s Cube. And, I 
became a captain of the U.S. Air 
Force. 

JAKE uses crutches. 

JAKE
(V.O)

Almost died. But, came back 
stronger than ever.

AMY thumbs through a dozen books. 

AMY
(V.O)

Made gobs of money writing military 
erotic fiction. Hey, it’s a thing!

AMY pets an adorable TABBY CAT. 

AMY (CONT’D)
And, I got a cat to keep me company 
when Jake is away.

MARIANA folds a new suit. 

MARIANA
(V.O)

Sold my first multi-million dollar 
home. 

NICK holds a child’s toy. 

NICK
(V.O)

Became a Dad. 

INT. LA AIR BASE - DAY

NICK addresses the camera. 
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NICK
And sure, there are days I think 
about what if I wasn’t too poor for 
private school, too stupid for 
public school, and too lazy to 
print out the supplemental 
materials needed for a community 
college application? Would I have 
been richer? Smarter? More 
successful?

Nick picks up a G.I. Joe action figure. He smiles. 
Who cares!

END OF SHOW.
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