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JOSEPH VRANAS

AUTUMNAL SPRITES

TONE POEM FOR CHAMBER ORCHESTRA



INSTRUMENTATION:

FLUTE

OBOE

CLARINET IN Bb
BASS CLARINET IN Bb
BASSOON

HORNINFI&II
TRUMPET IN C
TROMBONE

TIMPANI
PERCUSSION
TRIANGLE, SNARE DRUM

VIOLIN I
VIOLIN 1T
VIOLA
CELLO
DOUBLE BASS

*3 players recommended for each
string section

DURATION: 7'30

XXVI. XI.

“I'am Snow White” “Autumnal Sprites”
Mistresses of fall A crunchy brown leaf

Kiss me frigidly Scrapes across concrete
Through windows ajar Have you seen it?

Fairy Tales tell us the truth The leaf who tiptoes loudly
Kisses wake the dead Itis a fairy

- from ”63 POEMS”

Autumnal Sprites is a musical narrative developed from two poems, ”I am Snow White” and ” Autumnal Sprites”,
from my own collection of poetry entitled 63 Poems. The music is structured like a short ballet scene, fusing the
poems into a fantastical story of dancing Fall spirits. The invisible Mistresses of Fall’s chilly kisses awaken you on
frigid mornings and they guide you outside to see the fairies who disguise themselves as fallen leaves. Theses Aut-
umnal Sprites love to dance in front of humans, but they must remain disguised. The fairies dance a little too wild-

ly and are almost discovered by the human before they are interuppted by the Mistresses, who take them into the sky.

This work was composed for the inaugural Composers of Oregon Chamber Orchestra concert.
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