
The Grand Council 
at Storms's Ranch in 1854 

By Tcmis C. 711/Jrni? 

In thc fall of l S-54 the English travekr and \\•Titer 
James M. Hutchlngs leamcd tbat the ··great men of 
California·· pl3ll.lled to mee.tina grand Indian council 
in Nc\':,da Coumy in early (ktober. Those expected 
to attend included Califoroía,s mo~ powetful Derno-­
crat.-;.: sinfo_g lJ.S. Seoators \Villiam M. Gwin and fohn 
B. Weller, Secre-tru)' of ~tate. Jmn~ Die-nver- (a íom,er 
Senator and future California govemor). U.S. Army 
,,eneral .loñn t. Wool (cornmander oflhe. l)s:parunon1 
of ,he Pacitíc}. w,d Calilomiu lndilln Supc-rinlcndcnl 
Thoma~ Henley.1 A promincnl Niscnan k:adcr, \Vcy­
meh-moe.kingly rdtrrcd to as lht:: -~Digg~r King.'"­
and an estimated 500 Indians w<..-rc also lo attcnd, Toe 
,en,oval ofYuba and Nc\'ada County lndians lo Nomc 
Ladoc Rcscrv•tíon in Colusa (latcrTl'l,ama} County 
was "contcmp)atcd. .. Hutchings and othcr joumalists 
such ~AaronA. Sargcntl .. vete cagcr to wimC$ and 
<loeumcnt thls momcntoüs historical cvcnt. 

r 

Wrymch & Son, by Henry B. Brow~ Juty 1851,at the Camp 
UniOA T~al)'. court~"y of lhe Jotm Cart~r Orown Librucy. 

VJhcthcr to rcmove lnclians from \Vithin state boWldar• 
ics or to concentrate them lnside California on federal. 
ly--supenised reserves· bmh viewed as alternarives to 

e:\.1Ínction~ was a kmg.--sra.ndiog pas1i$a.1l debate. Srn.te 
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Democrat~ endorsed the formet followit1g a precedent 
set hy President Andrew Jack~n two decades ew:li-
er w1len he ignored 1he l J.S. Surrernt:- O:.mrt dccis:ion 
W<>rces1er v. ( ;eorgia ( 1 &32) and remo\'ed: thc Ché'rukec 
from G~orgia The Whig..:; favored the Chc:rokee urgu-­
rni:u1 thal the Cherokee: we11: á wve-reign ¡x;oplc with 
invlolHblt! U.S. trealic~. Muny of Califomia 's Dcmo• 
trats \ve,n: Southemcn> who idcntüicd with thc pro-slav­
cry (Or "Chival,y") wiJ,g of thc Purty. Thcy rt-s<"IHOO 
ícdcn.tl inlcd«:n:n1.'C in .sl.'ilt: u1fo.irs am.1 wcrc dU>,x:,scd to 
s~ing lndiHm as inferior bcings,. ool sovcrcign pcoplcs 
with aboriginal !and righls v.ilh whom tllc U.S shou!d 
makc llt."alics. Ü\vin (Chivalry Dcmocrat)~ a Tcnnessean 
by birth ralscd on thc pap of Jacksonian statcs' ñghts 
philosopby, wus Lhc chicf miYocatc for lndian Remo v .. 
al. No sooncr had Gwin takcn his se.al in thc Scnatc in 
Dcccmbcr 1849 than he inttoduccd "A Bill to preserve 
pcacc among rhe lndian Tribcs in California, by pro­
viding for the cxtinction of thcir territorial daims in 
lhc gotd mining districts. •\J A contcmporary ncwspapcr 
reportcd: ""As lo Mr. Gwin. he bclongs as much to die 
mines as to Sfül fr<incisco. und i.:1.-rtain!y ~p<..'lll more 
lime in tbat fe!_~on than among us.'" Dcmocraric Sena. 
tors G-.in and Dcnvcr opposcd ncgotialing trcatics 11.ith 
California !ndians in 1851-1852 and wcrc instrumental 
in having lhcsc rrcaücs ~jcctcd in lhc Scnatc once thcy 
wcrc. By 1852, tllc California lndians werc !cft in a 
statc of legal limbo with shrinking rcsourccs on \Vhich 
(O survive, raising fears that they would rurn to violem::e 
and theft in theirdespe.ration. 

lrotlicaJJy,. 1.he l)ernocr:.us insisted lhe Slttle maintain 
jurisdiaJon over l~djnn affuits, but the federal g_\ W­

ernm~nt !;houJder lhe C(lStS, a posicion tenable (mly 
in 1hc poi~ polilical climatc oftbc pre-civil war 
yi;.-ars. $(.."Oator Wcllcr: a pro-slavcry DcmocraL hintcd 
ul &.'<x~ssion if lhc fodcral govcmmcnt did :not pay the 
Slatc"'s lndi-an war <icbt.1 California ·s gold filled the U.S. 
ttcasury and fuclcd American industrialization. This 
gavc California a pov.'Crfül voice in p.2tional affairs. In 
1852, Congres~ crezred C~ifomia Superin.tendency and 
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appl'Opriatcd $100,000 for p~rvi llg peace. with thc 
di~pos....:;es$ed r ndians oí C&UOmfo umil a pe-rmanent 
solo1ioo could he deviscd. Edward Be;:a,le. éppoimed:hy 
Whig. Pre,i:;ide-m Milt:i.rd f illmorc.as Culiforn.iu's- llr:.t 
lndian Sur>erínte-ndent, fouod a solution both 1he r~deral 
and SLme. g<"wenunents could-acccpl. Fivc "'mov9hle" 
militttry r~c-rvatioos. modclcd on tbc.~ California mi~ 
sion systt:rn (withQut the religion) would be csti1bfü.;hc<L 
C'ongrcss approprfated $250,CKK>.' 

Thc :wtumn of 1854 w,1s i'.I propitiou.s momcnt for 
Gwin an<l o lhcr lxnHl<:rau: LO te-ali1.e thc long-sou~1 
goal of cxlinguishiag lmJiarls' legal titles iu thc m.ining 
countics. To<.~ Vv'hig P11rly cl)lfop$.ed aod Democrats 
\\'ere in thé asccndancy whcn I.x:m-t)crat Fta11klln 
Pietce was: ,electcd pr,csidC11t. iJe n:plúced many Wñig: 
administrarion appoinlccs. im:ludiug. Beale, with loya1 
üemocrats as was customt.11')' under the ptevailiog 
patronagc s.ystcm. Thonw~ Henle)\ a Pa11.y stalwart. 
hecame Supcrintcndcnt h.c soon endnr"Sed t\~k-i,:; 
(IIM nf Cl)n,cencrating lndfam.s vn Jc:mporaf)' reserves 
\\1lere they ,vouJd be taughl lu be ::.;1;1I:suppo11ing 
l'annel's as the only ÍC'.asiblc polilical $.Olution. India.ns 
werc starviug_ from Trinity {<.) San Joaquin County. and 
conccmcd citiz-ens dcm¡mdOO le<leral action. 

l leoley receivcd thc $350.000 tipprupdaiion he re-­
questc>d. 1 li s budgct was amply p>Jdded by $10,000 to 
pay cra,•d expenses for his cntoum_gl:' .lild fot ••ind~ 
dental prc.SCnts lO lndi:m~ und vi:-iÍlúrs•·. 8y Scptcm­
bcr. he set up Nomc ~11,;kt:c Rc$.e-1•vation. and tourcd 
the mining districts looking H.1r India.ns- to populatc 
it. 1 fe reponed to his superior in Wa.~hiogtún that thc 
lodian~ we.re starving, bul w<.:rc wi líing.10 Jahor and 
m relocate. "índccd nothing bul ::.;pc.'ed}' rtmoval will 
save them from e.mire annih.ifation.'~1 'llru~. J le1l• 
ley·s and ("J\\in·s agendas convcnit:ntly convel'ged. 
11 i~1cu·ian Vt.•ílliam Sccrc::;t says Nomc: l .ackee \\'a$ 

"'l lenl~y~s model re-serve as wcll as lhc mt:;m:o. h) gai1l 
lruger a¡)prúptiations. more patronagc. high.;:r pú1itica1 
úffic~ alld.ipparemly any personal timmcial atlvantagl.!" 
J)..')!-~ihle.,.. Not siu·prisiugly, Samucl Norri:; who had 
prúft1ee(l!d on govcmmcm bccf oonlrnct:; for lndiao$ 
<luring. 1he ~aiy-rnakíng debacle of 1851-52. w~1~ Íll 
aHcn<lim...:<: at lhe counciJ.$ 

A~ u mt:eling. wi1h l leotey in Sacramento on Scptcm• 
b~r 28, ~he ·sta.te?1 leading, Chivalry Dcmocrnts d~itled 
to holJ llll: pOrlC!lh)LL'$ lndfan council - amere Hvc 
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IT IS WEL:L WIRTH 

The &ide. 
Sionu:fs Kam;h<> G~1bedng.. July 19, 1852. e:ourksy f<t.;r She.1r­
e, fomi ly coílcction. 

days latcr! Ncv{Jd.a < :owny was an ideal pince fur ad­
vancing thc r<:m()val agenda. Simmon Pcfü1 Slorm::..'s 
public: ho11.~, the l lermitagc. offcrcd linc fo<.l<l ~m<l 
accomn:tl)d;itioo~ comfu1ts to "ilich lhcsc •·greál,. O'll!n 

wcrc uccustomed- h hada largc amphitht.~tcr. wher<:: 
lndfans and minen. n?g_olru-ly mc.t in cntcrtainmcnts 
such as comp..:~jfrvi:: fom taces. We:ymch was a "'µ1;,11.cc­
abkt <.:hict: opc:n 10 ntgotiation. Storms (hir<,'O in 
S.cptcmbcr ru; lml.iím agem for Nevada. Placer, Yuba. 
and Sicrra· Coun1ic.") y;a._..:; an able intcm1cd.iary and 
a Dcmocral, Most critidllly, lhe Nisenan land rights 
were thc most valo~1blc in Lh~ :-:tate. and thcsc wcre lhc 
ver; oncs targctcd by Gwin am1 his l)fmocrat allics 
in 1854. In his Scptember 29 re(>Ort, J lenlcy justificd 
borrowiog $20.000 n~ 1b\$ meeti1lg whic.b latcr he 
adinimxi was $40.000-to make- wlauthorizcd cxpcn:­
ditu<es to expcditcn:moviil ; !>15,()()0 had heen bor• 
r<>wed from úwin: who cncourn,gc-d I lenle")' to i11cur 
1hisdehL /\n accompan_yiug lcuer - sig1led by l)em• 
c)Cra.t..:; (f\vin and Wcllcr. J. W. Dtnvcr, M.S. l.atham, 
:uld P.T. Herbcn'-madc tht: <.:<1$<! for ·'imrnediatc 
ac.Lioo" m removc Indians ''"by forc.c:." "fQ 
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( :ra:ud lndian <~ou·ncil, (ktoher-2, 185411 

After a '"'·ag-0n ride from Nevada Cít_y, James Hmch-. 
ings arrived at noon "at [he impo~ing scerte., with his 
" l)aguern.1.n apparatus'"' to take pie.rores of the lodians. 
Many horse..c: ru1d carriages were. 1lestl~d amo,,g the. 
ooks ai1d lolfty pines ai 1he I tennitage. "\Vhere is t.he 
cotmdl groUJld'f' he' a-;k~d Stonn~. and \Va~ mld they 
hado't ~g.u.n yet. ""Well. whe1't! ate thc- lodians?" lle 
recdved his a,1swers shortly after tlle excellem noo1l 
meaJ. l11e hm1lln:d c.:urivus citiz~us, joumalisl", poli­
ticians tlod lawyen; in ullendanc.:.: ru:;hed lo li.nd se(ll:, ' . 
in che umphilhc(1lt;f, Hult.:hings rcmarkcd in his diury: 
in tht: c.:i:nt<..'17 of1hc bull ring . ... ,hcy lbund 1he im.mc:n.-.c: 
nmnbc;r of S-(!\'Cm lndhins. You ct1n St,"C u greatcr mun­
b~r ul ulmo:-:-l ány slrccl door. picking up wul<,.-rmclon 
rinds and caling thcm clost~r." Toe 'Digg_t.-r King' Wcy­
mch ,vas prcscnt aJong with four or fit1c othcr · cap­
tains' (who lookcd more likc \Vc.ymch's bodyguards 
(han diplomats), a Yuba Rivcr chicfnamcd ' Diablc,' 
anothcr 1'v.~th Oll<' cyc. anda b.:id}y scarrcd facc randl 
anothcr ncarly all scars and a crafty lookout for 'bccf 
an • heeskir:,m 

/\aron A. Sargellt, ediLM of lhe. Whig JY.!fk!"(,. Lhe 
Ne~•ada ./aurual. reported on ( >cmber 6, 1 :{54: ·"<.:al i­
fornia's officials "a'\semhl~ at Stúnns.'s ranch 10 talk 

3 

to a largc collcction oflndians. that did not come, on 
the subjcct ofremoving them (the lndiai1s) to a mlli­
tarv re.rervarion .. . ·1·ht! trillin_g cirturn:-tances úf l'nan} 
1oditrns nol bei.ílg p(c~.:nl wfü> <.J \'érlookt:d. and ubout 
a d01,:n, lor whom was cluimca sovcrcign authoócy 
amoog lhc lribcs wcrc ·calk.-d togclhcr."" Toe Nf!\1ada 
l>.mocrat of Oct. 4. 1854 maíntaincd "ncarly ali thc 
lribcs within fifty miles ... wcrc rcprcscntcd by their 
lcading men.1

• (Anothe.r Oemocr:nic oewspaper exag­
()crated, savfor1 20 chiefs ,vere ln aueodar1c-e.) 
~ • -e> 

Stonns introduced the h\dians: a !.()tal of"20-.10. in­
cfudio" women were ¡wesenL ·1·beo S!)pe1·irue11dt!01 

~ , 
l lenley deli \·ered a l-,-,eech, saying. lh<-" Ni$<:n::m 8hou1d 
v.o w Nui.nt: L.uc.:k1,.~ im.mcdialcly to pul in crops bc­
forc wiutcr. Thc~ lhcy wuu]U ncvcr be mokslcd and 
wc..1u.ld tx: fod ami dothcd unüJ lhcy w<.:rc scll~supP.on­
ing, he prümfacd. Thc Imfüm:; listcm.-d JX'-tticntly whilc 
Storm..s lnmshtlcJ. und lb.en Wcymch und unolh<.'1" 
chicf. :;tatcc.1 th<.~ir ubjcclions. 

=-Thcv had bccn liod to for thrcc ycars by govcmmem 
tu!cnis-Wozcncraft 11ad licd. to 1hcm~ BcaJc had licd 
e; thcm-so liad McKcc

0 
and so had ali thc officials, 

unJ lhcy di<l not bc.licve Hcnicy more than thc othcrs 
-Thcv wcrc contc.ntcd as thcv wcrc~ and did not wish 
to (ca\~_"13 Hcnlcy "c:ndcavor~d to satisfy thcm that 
thcrc would be no dccc:ption rh is time. [my italics]." 
\Vcymch Ulcn madc a spccch. rec.orded by Hutchings 
that v.:as admircd by many in attcndancc as intclligcm 
a~d .. sensible": ""American man comc-Jnctian hcrc 
first- 'Bijunc by·' fBy and byl Chin,11nan come? You 
no scnd Chinaman a\.\<ay, but you '\\-1lnt ~ nd lndian 
away (odian no go. Yl'Ju send Chioamaa 'fir.;t. Whit~ 
man no keep prnmise no g.~ white man no 
.good:· As-the Ne,·ada lft-.>tm>crar of(ktol~r4. 1854 
reponed Weymeh's ·'J)eech: "The I ndians are he.uer 
tha11 the Chine~c-... . Remo,re 1he Chine:.,~ firs~ht:n 
w·e will go." 

Umklt!írt.-d by Wcymeb's (inn rcjccli<m. Hcnlcy said: 
'·he shu1Jld (.1bcy public.: S<:nlimcut. im~ «.-qu~slcd an 
exprel>~icm of i\." \Vilfü1m Shiplcy of thi;. Grass 1,'á/~ 
ley rc~lexraph rcad long lists of namcs. prcparcd in 
advancc by thc Dcmocratic orgauizcrs. Scrupulous 
attcntion was pa.id to propcr dcmocmric proocdures. /\ 
motion for rcOlovaJ was put and votcd upon. Disafot 
Judgc \ViUiam T. Barbour1

·
1 \vas thc.n appoimcd to 

preside ovcr a committcc of scven to draft a resolution 
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cJ..-pressive of"•thc wisbt'S óf the citi7.ens of the coun­
ty." \Vh.Hc thc committee was out detiberadng, Gv.~n. 
Weller and General Wool mado >-pc:<:éhes 1har endor<ed 
removal. 

Two-thírds of the audicncc had Jcli by tbc limé lh• 
committee rcrumcd v.ith a majority aod a minoñty 
rcport. four in favor of removal. and lhret for Jeuing_ 
che Tndians alone. Thc minorit)' rcporl cxpresscd 
confidence in the harmless and pcaccablc Jndian.s uf 
the county and enjoined the govern.rucnt to spcnd 1hc 
money approprfa:tcd for removal lot·.ally. thal i::;. to 
foc:d and protcct thoi Niscnan a.nd aid lhem towanls 
self-suppon within Ulcir own homcland. Maucrs \vcrt; 

Wll'esolved dueto. proceduraJ issue.s whrn th:c meeting 
wa~ adjoumed One Democratic papcr pronounccd 

appointed or cmbarra::;scd by the mi~erahle sho\\'ing 
ofindians. \Vhich cast the Jegi¡imacy ofthe proceed­
ing,s in doubr. Noncthclcss~ lhc intcnd1.-d goals were 
ac.hievcd. Henley rcportcd to Wnshingl◊n a \\o'eel,: 
later t,ha¡ thecouncil rcsultcd in an agrccmcnt rcnched 
witJt the c.hief.~ present to go to Nomc Lack<..-c. Torce 
p,e:~on.,; from eac.h of the ten divisions \Vould go to 
~ray the winter and plant crops '"preparatory to thc 
remo val" of aU the re;, of ,he lndians. The Jeaders of 
lhc h:n divisions had noi beeo in anendance .a11d no 
longcr lookcd to Wc:ymeh for !eadership. This agrtt­
ment mus! huvc been made behind closed doors with 
ample bribcs to Wey,neh and others.. Presumabty, the 
reprcscnlaHvi: Nise-nan who ,\•ent tO Nome l.ackee thai 
wintcr wcrc induced by tht di.stribution of much-need­
od foodstulfs lo tbcir kindrod. Henloy "unifonnly 

_ , 

rcfuscd,.. lhe numerous appli­
cations "to fümi::;h lcmpo.rnry 
svOOisl<,"ll&.:e H.> thc Indion.s in th1:fr 
prcscnl locations. ·•n Only tho~ 
who removed to Nomc Lackce 
would be fod. And only lhosc 
wbo worl<od bardas farro labor· 
c-rs on thc rcservátions werc fcd 
govemment-issuc bccf. For tht 
olhcrs.. Hcnky said il would be 
a test to scc if thcy can subsist 
-.,itlioul bccf. 

Al Nomc Lackw. Wcymeh and 
lhi.: C<.mling(1D1 of70 Ni.serum 
lndians {forty having come. from 

me council "a grand •fizzle,'" 
Sa.rgent wrote: '1l1Us ended for 
the prcscnt this grand schemc to 
fiod art ourle..t for tbe govenm1ent 
appropriation_ There is consider­
able. divlsion in public sentimem 
v.-ith refe.rence to thc mattcr; thc 
majority however are indift"'erem 
as to thc rcsuJt. ·• Sargcnt corrcct­
ly asscsscd che situation. as thc 
Crenshaw re.pon affirmed in De• 
cembcr 1854.55 Many in Nevada 
Coumy·s scnl,cr popuJatioo were 
ambivalcnl aboul n.'tllova1 as lhc 
local lndians wcre law-abiUing 
and providcd a cheap sourcc of 
labor for ranchers and farmcrs. 
In a Scptembcr 3. l 852 iVerada 
Journal editorial, Sargcnt ob­

N◊.rthcm Califomia Jndfa.:l Re.<i;~•r:1i<,ns, 
oouncsy David C-omstock. 

Grass Vallcy voluntarily during 
lhe winwr of 1854-1855) wcrc 
giveo Jxner 1000 imd Lr:.:atmen1. 

::;crv<..>d "Thcrc has b<.-cn Icss troublc )n thi::; c.:ounly wilh 
thi: Jndüm tribes than in any other io the sWl<:: w~re 
thcy are so numcrous:· Hcnlcy admittcd bis surprisc at 
finding: "At this place ... what l havc not cncountered 
anywhere else, somc opposition to the r<:moval of thc 
India.ns.·· but claimed it was suictly partisan.16• 

Whilc h~\,jng tht: appcarancc of grass roots dcmo<..--­
racy in action,,. thc Council Vi'as a mockery of it., for a 
dctcrmined ca:dre of Democ~ whose motive.~ were 
self-serving, had determined the. outcome in advance. 
Toe '"grcat men- who anendcdhopcd to play stellar 
roles in a glorious historie event resotving the Indian 
l)roblcm •> in California,. but were w1doubtcdly dis. 

4 

us lhcy W(,'fC scmi-skillcd k:1borcrs wbo workcd ch(.':Cf­
li1Jly. Undor Storms's prolc-.:tion. tbey livod :;opa111tcly 
from thc -reservarion cmployccs, v.to drank and gam• 
blcd, and from rhe orher lndian groul"'. Storms made 
t\.\'O trips in 1855, rounding up another 21 O Nevada 
and Yuba Coumy Indians. Sorne hid and othe.n• t1etive­
ty resisted as escapee:. from Nome Lackee retumed 
v,-ith ncgativc repons. In ear]y 1856. Weymeh was 
quoted a,<; .saying, ••his coumrymen were. mad~ very 
comforrable, but he wamed to kr)◊W whc:n Lb~ China 
India.ns were going. to be cotoni1.ed. for Lh<:y ntr:de<l 
the cate of the pale faces more than the red man. "'111 

Líl.ter tl~t year, J feitley pUt S1onns in charge ofNome 
Cult Farm in Mendocino <:ounty (1~1'r Round Valley 
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Re~ervation), and Wcymch and other Niscnan trans­
li.:r<'=d the(e ,ílS well. Aflcr Heotey was removed frt.'111 
oilicc:: ia l8S9. Stom1s resigncd. WeymehaTld thc 
Nlscmm over \\'hom he lteld sway kl\ airo. When thc 
m:w agem 0Tde1\Sd. Storms to ~tum 
lhese valulll,le workers back to lhe res­
crvalion, !:>tonns c.laimed he had only 
•'nis ow11 Indians," most of whom hAfJ 
lived 1,i.,ith him :.il hil> rdnch in Nevada 
County, a revcaling sunemem for a 
pro .. slavcry Dcmoc-rat. 1" 

epidemlC at Nornc Cult in the late 1850s and t."&rly 
1860s.. /\n unkno,vn number of Ni~nan rcmaincd al 
Nome Cult; many- thou_qh nut nU- may have filtcrod 
bac.k 10 Ne\12:da Coumy. Possibly a m<tlorit_.v, 500 or 

more Niscnan. hu<I escaped the net of 
removal. 

"lñe promise of prok.-clion was iltu­
sory. ·1ñe historical record suggesls 
lhat al hest. d¼e reservatioru; were $1 

wdl-inleilded expcrimcnt 1mll foilt!d~ 
ul worst. 1..he reservaúons incrcasecl ln­
dh1.n mi~éí)', vulnerability: ~nd victim­
h:ution. 1 f the lndian appropritnioo.s in 
lhc I SSO. were expended witlún Ne­
vada Cotml}' t◊ feed lndians .. onc ''-'OO­

dcrs. wou)d lhe course of history hi1ve 
ch~ngc<l? Jodians continued 10 bttve 

i le-ntey's removal from office fo11owcd 
on the heds of scantlalous repons of 
mismanag_emem, abuse, and ntpidly 
accelerating violencc at Nome Lack~ 
w,d Nome Lult. In thc mid-1850.. l len­
ley corninue:d to rcccivc lúrge: Co11gres· 
siooal appro·priations for lbé California 
rtservation~ and to cxaggerutc: d)eir 
prospi:riry tmd $1.lCCess. Toe ,X,werfuJ 
Dcmocra.tic majority ... sik.'llCCd ctiti­
cts.rns. 13y 1858, invcstiw.tior.1.") wete 

Aaron A. Sa.i,tCnt, c. 1859. COur1e$y 
ofthe Searls l listor1c.,1 Libt:u)'. 

a Slrong. presence in Nevada Covnly 
duáng 1he 1850sand 1860s, living 
resili~ntly on a 1ai1d;;cape transfonncd 
by mining vctivity. Many residc.d in 

o.nderv.,ay, and thc Odifomi1l reservatioos wen: ~ ing 
called "lamentable' ' foiiun:s. In 1860. v.hl,,1k-blo"'er J. 
Ross Brov.ne d~ribcd California rcservalions in Coa.1;1 
llangers as plact.-s wh~-re ~•A ,1ery largc amounl of rrw:m­
ey was annu.ally c.,p1.--ndcd in fee<ling whltc mcn and 
.starVing Jnd.ians.'~ AmcJng h,i~ findi.l"Jgs, Brown~ c:harged 
Noinc Lackoc's sub-agent Vincent Geigcr (who h~ 
ane~lded thc· 1·854 c<.11.mCil) with transfcning. rt:$:!':r\o·ati.on 
propercy to privatc partl~s rmd iodennuing lndiaos. Jn 
i861 the Knights oflhc Golden Circlc, a sccrct wuth­
t:m ~essio.1list socitty lhm frt'quented th-c rcscrvaüon 
with the knowledgc of Geigc:r~ attacked Nomc Lackec­
am:l left it in ruins.211 Vioknc;e ~•_gain5t lndians becuroe 

scaucrtd crunps. caUed rancbcrias or 
"campoodics, ,. They survi\led by collccting gold, do­
ing wagc labor und g.athering and sharing nalivc foods. 
The sizc and number of the idenriñably lndian com­
mw1itics stcadily dcc.:1ined rrom starvation and othcr 
cause.s. By 1900, ooly u bandfül ofNiscnan lndian 
g.roups rcmaincd. In th!! 20th centur)\ thc Com1x and 
Nevada City lndfa.ns received land bases and foderat 
.recognition. if only for a hatf ccntury. Sincc 1999, the 
descendants ofNt:v;_;i,d~ Coumy's Nisenan suni.vors. 
organized as thc rcviv~ Nevada City Ranchería. have 
heen advocatin_g for re5tOration of t.heir Jegal stan<ling 
as a fedcrafiy-rccogn:W:d c:ntity. ! t 

l~ndnotes 
J Olli= m f:':1.Crtd:L"ltt \\~ S'~mnit.:111•·:c maso, Jnmcs R. Ha~knbr.1?,. 
Sam Br.um:i\n {M,:,tm\'ln merclwtt. and the ,;1;111:·i: rkh.s citi100}. Sa.-n 
Norris,i-...'C!Whr bindowna :1nd t."!(!o."f). Vinct<nt G-eiF ,111,.1 lkn]am.in 
Wldl:lil'IS.too ( f~ r editon: oítbe I.Jc11wm1tle Sl<Jt<' Jrnrrnr.l ::nd IICtivc 
Ch.iv¡llry 1.k!llc>cr:>S. W~·r,,C(I w:.es :1 ( ir~f.'> V$1!C"!' Nis.enM !(:.,<h;r, 
,~tio si~ lbl: lkar Riv::rTmny t 1850) ;ind ~ Csmp Uñ.ioo Trc:•~ 
(Juiy 1851 ). ) Tbo.~ u~ mrmy ~füng.soflhis ;-e_giuoal dUcf•s n3fl'.c. 
b d u~bnt -wci.mcr'".) Deover (Dr.m.) wa., tate, alsoa CoQJ,.'J'C$:;nmn awJ 
C-ommissicma •>r lt1diat11'i!Tsi..-s; Wcllcr (llc:m.) wa.-. Califomin ·s .{!<IV<r• 

oor in tbe tmc 1 &50s. Hi.:n\cy ( l.>Cm.tscrvod ~ eral ( .. -nris io C.in_ettSS 
n.'¡)1>:"SCOt!~ lnclitlm¡ befo~ CQmint to Cm:ifomia 1100 11;im1w1y 1n"i!$Cd 
dca:1 l.:1n a.--< lL~. Sc~toí. Thc 0011. f1,.>r li:,: 1:011..'lcil Wti Simm0rt P.:SU 
St-onns: ;a lr.11Scr1 boll.-1..:r. ttifred Unguist. :md il'IIJ:Oruw. liaisoo lQ l~ 
klrol Ni.sen.an<:ommwiit:,, :111(! látcr tltl indino serviQC a~..::eL His rancb/ 

5 

bcKd wns 6 ltl mik::i frc11n -N~ad:l. Ci.y a~ th~ lllioois!1Jw11 Rooi.! {13.t· 
i:r Cb,i~ ?a:'k alocu;. Hiih,,~i.y 114). l~t Joncs. .. Tbc F~tcm P5oric:.::-: 
Simmón 1'.::iia S1orms. NCIIS lhtlltrm, 37:.t ((kL l 9'S3). p. 29. 

2 JT.nt '$ ll~hlnis, a Califumi.i 0.'la!.'>1'11,wt ¡,-;:ii.n,:d laln~ as thc mi;bor c,f 
"Min1:"r·,i 1·c:n C(ln,nwtdtnenu" (1853) lald lnter Jf:JJr:/:1:,:g:, llhurrwed 
J../(;g<J:.il!t. A \\'hit!- and e;!ito~ Mthc iV~tiOO JottrrWI, S:1rr.i:m v.a,. 13..«tt a 
ll.S. ~l'~:('or and nn a.-nooss.:lów, 
'3 Gwiri Mtmi+)ir;s. 1378. ~r<>ft C-0 C.u.lltor.lill llio~pfiica! Mss?l­
lOO mkrofil:n. R:e.cl l4, p. 41. lbQieroft Llbtlll)'. Bec:t,:h:y. CA. 
4 Un,12mcd oewspnpcr. J:m, 1~. 1351. llayes ~ F 851 1-14 RlJO 
itt:m JJ6t. l.b11emft l.ibtat:,. 
; Willfam l'.liil)ot1. CaUfi,mia a,14 rfw 7\.'cn()ll. l/f5fJ./fUi9. New Y«k: 011 

C(!f)O Pms. t969, PP· 9S•Y8.. 
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ú Sourc:s ine!Ut.k :\lb:rt l lun.i;!.cx JrtdlanSfU'Vrw1J 0-1 ti;;: Culifumia 
Frrm:kr. \'llk:, 1990'~ Willinm Elfi$00. "Thc Fcdcral 11,di:w, !\1!f<:.y in 
C:llilómi;i, 1.S-IG-1860." í1J" !,!b.sinippi lfl/J~, lfisr<Jrlccl Rew1-..: VOi. ?. 
No. 1 {Ju.tic. 1922). pp 37-67: Gco~ Harw~ Philli~. Krin.f!in.rz n:~m 
l •ntkr S:1,'!j~cli()Jr, C<rfr/Ol'l!IO~ Tejen /ndiwt P.ttsttr.•ulitm <:Jfd iJC)~rld. 
18.JJ. /M-f. Lirnoln: Unh;crsii_:, orNt:~:, Pn;~i, +W-f, 
7 Henley w C,1ru1uissiuna nr ln.ii:1:n Affilirs G. W. ).ianypc-t'tll!,'. S...-p1_ 1 J 
tnd 14. 18.SJ, l.dlc~ Rc:Qeivcd by the Officc o( im!i:111 Aífa.irs, 132-l. 
1f!:Si. C:lliforni.a Supcrintcl)Joocy. R1."1:l 33: l lun.111!1,, p. 144 

8 Wifünm S. ~ 1'CSL - 1 b:: <>k.1 \Y;v Hors,: (tftbc. Ocru~y: The f<i;,;c 
nnd' h l.11 orn,nma:. J, H,:'J!J.c)' in Cl!i fomill." 11m r ~!ij(Wr:irm$ (No,•.I 
IA.-c.): pp, 25-28: Joii.:s. p. 28. 

; Bom in l'iiM: A ¡lf'k, /\ !ah:1m..t. Hcdlm "''85 a mcmber()f !he-<..::d i !<1r­
llro Sta\(: A..'1."i.:mi)fy, \\fil' died fi-~ling fo, d,c Confo:.-.!,m11:y. l .:dfmm,. 
C:sl ifümi~ !!<>'''-<'mor fn the car~ 1 861►.• . \~:~ l!II ,\l;,00,m;i luwycr in b..'forc 
roovin; to C3:li(run.ia. 

JO Henky10 M111.1ypc,int, S~pL 29. Oct. 14 and 16. 185<4. 1.cn~ R'.¼:"d, 
K33. 

U First bnl'.d ~"COlll'll~ ~1.111.,,sull,:d 1or Ibis :i}11tltcs.is. i~ladc OC"'~i~O::r 

:inicies fhlffl lh,: {,iras+ fotky Tt!tgrc.pl, ScpL 29. 1 Ss,1: ,Uta Catf/or'tin. 
(k l. 2, IS:id· p. 2. col. 6 aod Oct. 4: f</1:"1-..,,tla l)tfnmcr,,t, Ociobcr 4. 185.$: 
2, co~. 1-2. ""Br .4.lta Tt!~~p.11 !.in,:." ()d. 2, 1.11.54; 11tdl~wi®Jo1trr~rl 
1kt. 6. 1854 Lhy A.A. S.,~tl; tht' Wée}:ly Plo~vr ntm: 1.,·trJ T.«1Mcni)!, 
ScpL 29. IS.S4;.111X! lhii H11tchlr:g:s Dinry. 8A.~C MSS 69,18111:. p. 13 i ..X... 

ll bm~ Hut~hln.1s Dia.,:.•. BA.NC MS$6Wl$OI:, ltc48-ltc55. pp. 137-8. 
To::- journ.al .:-t'l1.I) lhl,; Mt1n1!.,y O,;i. 1. 1854 is ali mor. Dia,y pl•il­
!OCOJ1it:IJ fúr lb;: &nqoñ Librar)•. uc Bcrf<~y ('i)l);"Je,y .,t~~.ll.iD!i,;,I 
l':=tk~ Yosemi 1e. Ori~,inal. in Libtary ~rcl,ni n::;s 

13 O.M. Woz~ncrait 3:'ld Ri:drd: Mi:K<!.-. wen; federo! <'Ommksionrn. 
who n~otiatcd IJ,c uc \lnrnli!if;Q Cutifomia tr:ai:ks, l.oefodnig, thc IM~~· 

ofC:amp Uniun, McKce w-es. In NC'\'ai:11 Ciiunty in ltc.Sl , 101lowi~ ~ 
n:jectioo of W i.r;::~ti .. '!(. ro 11oc:e:-"S- IJufü1n rtspoosc. N1tuu.la .lmv-,:al. (k f. 
6. !85,l. 

J,t In l lSSJ, lqrboor~td ó\'/!fa filmóus t::1:-¡i: in ',,.•hicb Gcorge 
! 1:tll kitled e Olioosc:- man. l.i.ngSin~ m.ik.il),\!: n fumous sp..-cch ~~ i11t 
pcrsoos o! ali r.ia:-. xre «l\líli undcr fM, law. 0 1l ap¡x::d (1'4:o¡;l.c l' l/oll, 
J8.S4)., 11::111 w;i:; rcle:ised os. thc oowt (Pimd Chin~ bi:ing: .. India.ns" 31ld 
inl~ri.ors had oo f'Wlt tn iCf)lify :1gain$&. whit~ ~ll nnd no rig~! ro lL'i. 
d ti2'1.Yl$hip. Julm Wimcil:r, Vold .tfortlttuir. Trrrr.eJ w l>:at: ¡,:.,wyr ()lffl>e 
l.q.d llist<i•')' -,ft/1,• Cltir!l!:.'I! in 1,'le NiM.U:<:nJh.(.:cnmry A1>1u-lean w~.ri·. 
(/rilvt<tSityofNi:w Mr::r.icn l'r.-.u. 2013. ¡¡p. 59-62. 

1;, SpeeiaJAgcnt WJ~ {'.ren)>il;iw ,o Heo!cy. Lca.:-rs Rc.::"d. 1 >-x. 16. 
1861. R34. Reprlot<:d bo}' T:ltli:s Thc,tn,:,. -1t1Ji:s1L, 11( No:1rfa Cit~· in 
IM~ - NC'':lda City. &!11,soucei 1'1ili., 199;.t 

1G HenkytoM!lftyp;:1111y,<k1. 1-1, 1854,R.33, 
J7 lbiJ . 

hl Dvily Alta C.-J Jan. 26. !856: l"'::tc~in, 11 ((t$.:; S,llfl>· cf a Ni>ril11m1 
Col,fornia Jndi'un lriM.: 01ltuml Ch<nigt- ro /860.San Ftaaciseu, R. & 
E. it,:,~1:h A~st.1cü 1e:,;;l~H7. pp. 41-45. 
19 t.l11!,0fi, -·11r- 1~,,d~Q;I lndiao Po!ky in Calif<IO'lí:!a. - 1:fl. M·t,6; Jocycs.. 
p,JO 

20 "Nome l aci:.:e lnili1111 Rc.<1i:n •:1fi<in, n,,~ Vk:ws: An Emnic Hisioc'ic 
Si:c !\i:.m.•y for ü 1lifomi.-i'": Nociw ü::ck<-e C\\lifoml~ ~1a1.:: l':1D:s, lOO-t, 

21 For w.m-e infonna,.ioti :s<:c thi: Ranchai:1 w~bsi te <1t h11¡:r;-/tw\\W 
:i~,•ndnr.$•rao~.d, .org. 

An luvit::uion to Ou.r Bulletin Rtader.11 
AtJthc'lrs itnd/or sugge-stions fur ro pie..;~ ntede<,J for füturc Bulletin.s. Mem~ns ao.d non-mcmbcrs alike 
ate invitc..-d to submitmanuscript~ or fricas for eonsidcration to 1·Hullétin Editor. Ncv-Jda County Historical 
Society. 161 Nevada City Highway, Nevada City. CA 95959." 
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Fin:house No. 1 Museum 
214 Maia St=,, Nevodo City (5)0) 265-5468 

May f ro-Oct 31 : Open Wed-Sun 1 ~ pm 
Nuv. 1 lu April 30: Open by :)ppolounem 

North $far Miniug Muscuru 
v:n Allison Raoch Rood, GrJ..,,"S Vulk-y (S:iO) 273-4¡55 

M,ay J tu Oc.t. 31: Wedncsday-Sunday. 12;00 PM-4:00 PM 
No, 1 to Apñ l 30: Open by appointment 

Ncv~W:l County Narrow Gauge R.<til.road Museum 
5 Kiddtr Ct>url, N~vada City (530)470-QIJ02 

M á_y I Lo(X:111: Fri-Tucs lO ~m-4 pmNov J to-April 30: 
Open I0ani-4 pm S.:t. and Sunday 

&arl.,; Historie-JI l,.ibr:ary 
161 Nevada City l li.g.hway, Nevada C'ity {530)265-~910 
Open Mon-Sat 1 pm·4 pm Closed Suodays & l lolidays 

NCHS &oks (Scnd ordcrs to) 
161 Nevada City Highway. Nev~da City: <.:A 95959 
hook.s(@..,.oevadaooomyhistOry'.org (5'30) 265--6394 
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