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Elehiya para sa mga Biktima ng Masaker sa Maguindanao

(Elegy for the Victims of the Maguindanao Massacre)

for Piano Trio

Commissioned Piece for the 36th Asian Composers League Conference and Festival (Christchurch, New Zealand)

Ryle Nicole Q. Custodio



Program Notes:

     On the morning of 23 November 2009, the Maguindanao Massacre took place in the province of Maguindanao, Philippines. The victims, who were mostly 

media workers and the Mangudadatu family and supporters, were then on the way to file a Certificate of Candidacy for Esmael Mangudadatu before they 

were kidnapped and killed by members of the Ampatuan Family, the Mangudadatus' political rival. It is reported that 58 people were killed in the massacre; 

among those were 32 media workers and journalists, making the massacre the single deadliest event in the history of journalism. It was only until 2019,10 years 

after the heinous crime, when the Ampatuans were found guilty and incarcerated.

     This piece serves as my elegy to my innocent countrymen whose lives have been taken away because of this political rivalry. It also tries to be a statement 

for press freedom, and against the flawed and slow judiciary system that continues to deny numerous victims of the justice they truly deserve. As a Kulintang 

player, I tried to include Maguindanao in my piece by utilising variations of the Binalig Pattern, which is a Kulintang rhythmic mode from Maguindanao.

Estimated Duration:  7 minutes

Performance Notes:

                          - ricochet

                       - col legno battuto (c.l.b.)

                          

                                - col legno battuto (c.l.b.) with glissando

                                - bow strings behind the bridge

N.V. - non vibrato 

M.V. - molto vibrato

V.N. - vibrato normale

S.P. - sul ponticello

S.T. - sul tasto

for pianist: a page turner is needed for the performance. The page turner shall also mute the strings inside the piano as it would be impossible for the pianist

to do so on their own. 
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Elehiya para sa mga Biktima ng Masaker sa Maguindanao

(Elegy for the Victims of the Maguindanao Massacre)

For Piano Trio

Estimated Duration: 7 Minutes

Commissioned piece for the 36th Asian Composers League Conference and Festival (Christchurch, New Zealand)
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END IMPUNITY!

DEFEND PRESS FREEDOM!

NO TO ABS-CBN SHUTDOWN!

OUST DUTERTE!




