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Notes to Introduction • 171 

(1984) encouraged by Saba Mahmood on practices whose unfolding is itself an 
internal good. 

14. The temporal prepositions are after Strathem 1992a.
15. "Articulation takes patience," Thomas Keenan writes, following Marx, and

reading "can be no more, and no less, than an effort and a chance" (Keenan 
1993:155). 

16. This represents one strategy for dealing with the so-called new ethnographic
subjects like :finance and accounting that resist because they anticipate conventional 
anthropological analyses. See Maurer 2004a for a review of the finance literature. 
See also Marcus 1999; Riles 2000, 2004; Miyazaki 2003, 2004; Strathem 1999; 
Fortun 2001; Fischer 2004. Strategies in those works involve developing parallel 
knowledges; making theory an ethnographic object; inverting means-ends rela­
tions; using hope as a method; and undoing perspectivalism as a knowledge-gener­
ating tool. 

17 The heading for this section is after T: Keenan 1993. 
18. On economic value and moral values, and their separation by traditional

forms of social inquiry, see Stark 2002 and, obliquely, Graeber 2001. 
19. And the times are indeed mean. Still, this book is offered against "the de­

mand for work/theory/inquiry that will bear immediate fruit and be immediately 
recognizable as contributing to something already apparent and with a clear trajec­
tory" (Lubiano 1999:14), and against the charge that "if the trajectory of the work 
. .. isn't clear, then it has no possible progressive political use" (p. 15). 

20. From Wiegman 2000:821, writing on the "elusive, unmanageable, and ulti­
mately unable to be guaranteed or owned" future of feminism, and a call for a 
feminism "in the meantime." 










