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Unbreakable:
Musice for Big Spaces

for Five Players

By Daniel De Togni



Instrumentation:
Shakuhachi (can be played on western flute if not available)

Violin
Cello

2 Percussionists

Pitched Percussion:
Crotales (C5-C6)
Vibraphone (2 bass bows, as well as super-ball mallet for pitch bend)

Non-pitched Percussion:
Triangle

Snare Drum (w/brushes)
Bass Drum

4 woodblocks of different pitches

Live Electronics performed by shakuhachi player

Program Notes

Unbreakable: Music for Big Spaces was wrillen for the beautiful architecture of the rotunda in the Bowdoin Museum of Art.

With its dizzying seven-second reverb and Greco-Roman slatues, the atmosphere is that of a calm stillness that yet still evokes movement in its architecture.
The title references the ancient statues displayed throughout the round. Even though they are missing bits and pieces of themselves,

their inherent beauty remains unbroken.

The beginning of the piece incorporates a shakuhachi solo which later comes back in the electronics, processed and now contained in a new context (a different musical container).
Much like how this piece plays with the ambient space around the musical material, it also uses the relationship between the shakuhachi and electronics as a

conversation on the musical containers in which we display ideas (live vs. recorded vs. processed).

The piece ends with a slow dance, which imitates the striking still-life of the statues placed around the rotunda. By the end of the performance,
everything is engulfed and erased by electronic noise.

Duration-Approx. 11-12'
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List of tech needs

2 speakers

1 mixer

4 aux cables

Boom stand

Microphone

Interface and Laptop (provided by composer)

1,2-stereo speakers
3- mixer

4-interface

S-laptop
o-microphone
X-music stand

*at least 4 aux cables are
required for performance,

one from each speaker to mixer
one for mixer to interface, and
one for microphone to interface

Boom stand required for
microphone

Interface and
laptop provided by composer



Written for Bowdoin International Music Festival 2019
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