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PREHISTORIC REGIONAL CULTURES

Béatrixc Midant-Reynes

Regionale Kulturen im prihistorischen Agypten
Les cultures régionales de I’Egypte préhistorique

In Egypt at the beginning of the fourth millenninm BCE two distinct cultural units developed. In
the south arose the Naqada culture, named afier the great cemetery discovered by Petrie at the end
of the nineteenth century. In the north, spanning the Delta up to the Memphite region, arose the
“Maadi-Buto,” or Lower Egyptian culture, named after the two reference sites of Maadi and Buto.
The establishment of these two entities, whose material culture and funereal traditions differed, was
the result of the role played in the process of neolithization of the Nile 1 alley by two great regions:
the East on the one hand and the Sabara on the other. During the fourth millenninm, after a period
of interactions between those two regions, a cultural uniformity was born comprising elements of a
mixed culture dominated by southern features.
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Ansinll

n 1892, when W. M. F. Petrie
uncovered the vast cemetery of

Naqada, in Upper Egypt, he
sighed the virtual “birth certificate” of
Egyptian prehistory. Although Petrie’s first
interpretation was that the material found at
Nagqada dated to the end of the Old Kingdom,
he nevertheless inaugurated the systematic
study of Predynastic Egypt by the application

of his innovative sequence-dating system
(Petrie 1901; and see Hendrickx 1996). Some
archaeologists before him had drawn attention
to the stone artifacts present in many parts of
the Nile Valley and in the Egyptian deserts
(Tristant 2007), but the existence of a “history
before history” was not convincing and
remained to be proved. Since Petrie’s time, the
evolution of the research has progressed more
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ot less steadily, benefiting in the second half of
the twentieth century from the rise of cultural
anthropology, which sparked a renewed
interest in cultural origins. Concomitant
technological progress made possible not only
absolute datations (C14) and large surveys in
the deserts, but allowed the development of the

paleoenvironmental sciences. The
chronological framework is now solid,
although  adjustments remain  discussed

(Kohler, ed. 2011), and numerous new data—
particularly from the deserts and Delta—allow
us to construct a clearer image of the
previously “dark millenniums.”

The Process of “Neolithization” and  the
Development of Regional Cultures

To understand the development of regional
cultures in the Nile Valley, we must take into
consideration the fact that Egypt is located at
the crossroads of two continents, Asia and
Africa, connected by the Sinai Peninsula.
Although Egypt is part of Affrica, we cannot
ignore the role played by southwestern Asia,
and particularly the south Levantine area, in the
emergence of the Neolithic Period in Egypt
and in the development of different regional
entities.

The slow development of the Palaeolithic
was followed—almost everywhere in the world
although at different times—by new forms of
production characterized by the control of
livestock breeding and the beginnings of
agriculture. In the tenth millennium BCE, the
small communities of what is now the Middle
East built the first villages and began the
process of “neolithization” (for the terms
“Neolithic” and “neolithization” in North
Africa, see Smith 2013). The Nile Valley,
however, did not follow the same trajectory as
its neighbors. There the hunter-gatherer way of
life—that is, the late Pleistocene (19,000 —
17,000 BCE) hunter-gatherer strategy of
exploitation elucidated by the work of
Wendorf and his team at Wadi Kubbaniya
(Wendotf and Schild 1980; Close et al. 1989)—
lingered until the sixth millennium, when the
first domestic species (goats, sheep, pigs,

barley, wheat, and peas; flax for linen),
originating in Asia, appeared on the eastern
margins (i.e., in southern Sinai and along the
Red Sea coast) (Close 2002; Vermeersch et al.
1994; Vermeersch, ed. 2008) and eventually
spread, during the fifth millennium, not only
throughout the Valley but also along the desert
borders and southward to the area of what is
now Sudan. Sites such as el-Omari, in the
southern part of modern Cairo, Merimde Beni-
Salame, on the western margin of the Delta,
and the Fayum testify to the adoption of the
new strategy of controlling resources through
livestock domestication and agriculture. We
unfortunately have almost no information
about the local populations who occupied the
Delta at this turning point, because the alluvial
deposits have buried archaeological data under
thick layers of silt. We do know that at Helwan
at the end of the nineteenth century
arrowheads were noticed by travelers, who
collected them because of their aesthetic
appearance. At the beginning of the twentieth
century, archaeologists systematically surveyed
the area (Debono 1948) before a military base
and urban expansion closed it definitively.
Much later, Schmidt (1996), having studied
some 3000 pieces collected during the early
surveys, linked the industry at Helwan with the
Levant Pre-Pottery Neolithic (PPN) from the
ninth millennium BCE. The most clearly
recognizable of these remains can be dated to
the beginning of the fourth millennium.

Climatic Shifts and Regional Groups

The large surveys conducted over the past
thirty years by American and German
expeditions in the eastern Sahara have
provided an overview of the environmental
and cultural changes that occurred during the
Holocene in Egypt’s Western Desert and have
revolutionized our knowledge of the
emergence of Predynastic cultures in Middle
and Upper Egypt. In the 1970s, Wendorf and
his team concentrated on the Bir Sahara-Bir
Tarfawi area (Wendotf et al. 2002). Over the
next two decades, the BOS and ACACIA
German expeditions surveyed more than 1500

Prehistoric Regional Cultures, Midant-Reynes, UEE 2014 2
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kilometers between Siwa and the Gilf Kebir
(Kuper 2002; Kuper and Krépelin 20006),
revealing several new sites that exhibited
extended periods of occupation along with
short-lived climatic oscillations  (Riemert,
Lange, and Kindermann 2013).

From 8500 to 1500 BCE the climatic
history of the Eastern Sahara was dominated
by a gradual aridization that had increased
dramatically by about 3500 BCE. The climatic
and ecological variations determined the
dynamics of the human population, who had
necessarily to adapt to the changing conditions.
Between 8500 and 5000 BCE monsoon rains
reached the northern Sahara, supporting the
growth of savanna. As a consequence of annual
precipitation of up to 100 mm, the area
supported hunter-gatherer groups capable of
covering vast distances. They brought with
them ceramic technology and possibly
domesticated cattle (for the question of the
domestication of the Bosin Aftrica, see Marshall
and Hildebrand 2002). Although we can only
speculate on the relationships between the
eastern Sahara and the Nile Valley during this
time due to the lack of data from the Valley
itself, it is clear that the region we currently
identify as “desert” was not the large area of
hyperaridity that exists today, nor was it a
barrier between the Saharan nomadic
populations and the inhabitants of the Valley.
On the contrary, the two groups shared the
hunter-gatherer way of life.

In the sixth millennium BCE the landscape
changed. The gradually increasing seasonality
of rains and the increasing rate of evaporation
during the hot seasons rendered pools and
lakes temporary, necessitating that people be
highly mobile on the one hand and
agglomerate in permanent water areas (e.g.,
oases and the Nile Valley) on the other (Riemer
2007): thus they adopted a radical new way of
life based on livestock breeding.

In the fifth millennium the drastic shift
toward  aridity = prompted  far-reaching
migrations to areas with permanent water
soutrces and consequent restricted activity in
watetless areas. As shown by specific types of
vessel and by strong similarities in the lithic
equipment, an original culture, the Tasian,
which constitutes a branch of a Nubian
tradition, flourished from the Gilf Kebir to the
southern part of the Western and Eastern
deserts  (Gatto 2002, 2011). Although
discovered by Brunton at Mostagedda in 1937,
the chronological classification of the Tasian
culture and its status as a cultural entity have
been long debated (Friedman and Hobbs 2002;
Gatto 20006; see also Kobusiewicz et al. 2010).
Nevertheless, the Tasian is believed to have
given birth to the Badarian—the first Egyptian
Predynastic culture—in northern Upper

Egypt.

The development of Predynastic regional
cultures at the end of the fifth millennium was
thus determined largely by the regional
adaptation to new living strategies in the
unsteady context of climatic and ecological
changes. While the adoption of food
production was a response to the drastic
environmental deterioration of the eastern
Sahara, the choice of Asiatic species suggests a
connection with the northern regions, and the
marshy areas of the Delta, which first became
available to agricultural settlers around 6500 —
5500 BCE (Stanley and Warne 1993).

Lower Egyptian Culture

As we have seen, the Neolithic is represented
on the desert borders of Lower Egypt at the
sites of el-Omari, Merimde Beni-Saleme, and
the Fayum. In the Delta, the first witnesses of
a new Predynastic culture appeared in the first
part of the fourth millennium, synchronous
with the Naqadan culture in Upper Egypt

Prehistoric Regional Cultures, Midant-Reynes, UEE 2014 3
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Figure 1. Pottery of the Lower Egyptian tradition, Kom el-Khilgan.

(Nagada I-1IC, 4000 — 3400 BCE) (Tristant
and Midant-Reynes 2011). It has been
identified as the Maadi/Buto culture,
according to the main sites where it was
represented, but here we will refer to it as
“Lower Egyptian Culture” because the
discovery of new sites, particularly in the
eastern Delta, has widened its extension. In the
Memphite region around the site of Maadi and
the necropolis of Wadi Digla (Rizkana and
Secher 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990; Hartung 2003,
2004; Hartung et al. 2003) it includes the
cemeteties of Tura, Heliopolis, and the isolated
finds of Giza. It extends as far south as the site
of el-Saff, located 45 km south of Maadi. The
culture is much better represented in the Nile
Delta at the sites of Buto (Von der Way 1997,
Faltings 2002), Ezbet el-Qerdahi (Wunderlich
et al. 1989), and Konasiyet el-Sardushi
(Wunderlich 1989) in the northwest, as well as
at Tell el-Farkha (Chlodnicki et al. 2012), Kom
el-Khilgan (Buchez and Midant-Reynes 2007,
2011), and Tell el-Iswid (Van den Brink 1989;
Midant-Reynes and Buchez, eds., fc.).

The Lower Egyptian cultural complex is
characterized by light dwellings, a weak
investment in funerary assemblages, and a
strong  connection with  contemporary
Levantine cultures. The settlements comprise
small structures made of light, petishable
material, identified by trenches, postholes, and
remains of wooden posts, and by hearths,
buried jars, and storage pits. The pottery
corpus consists of globular shapes with a flat
base, narrow neck, and flared rims, and by
narrow tumblers, bottles, bowls, and cups (fig.
1). Maadi distinguishes itself by the exceptional
presence of subterranean structures (Rizkana
and Seeher 1989: fig. 15 and pl. 14.5; Hartung
2003) attested nowhere else in Egypt but for
which parallels are found in the Beersheva
region during the Late Chalcolithic and the
initial Early Bronze I periods; indeed Maadi
seems to have displayed the characteristics of a
south Levantine community from its inception.
In the lowest strata from Buto (Buto Ia) a
similar scenario is revealed by a specific group
of ceramics, the so-called V-shaped bowls
(Faltings 2002), which, although locally

Prehistoric Regional Cultures, Midant-Reynes, UEE 2014 4
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produced, clearly derive from South Levantine
Chalcolithic production in their morphology,
decoration, and exceptional use of a wheel in
their manufacture. The technique of wheel
manufacture ceased during the following phase
(Buto 1Ia), about the time the Maadi
occupation ended, but Levantine influence is
nevertheless evident in the ceramics made with
calcareous clay fabric bearing foot, neck,
mouth, and handle decoration. The local flint
industry is characterized by twisted blades and
bladelets (Schmidt 1993), cleatly distinct from
“Canaanean” tools. Copper objects are
common in Maadji, including not only needles,
pins, and fishhooks, but also rods, spatulas, and
axes. Metal analysis revealed a probable
provenance of the eastern and southern Sinai
Peninsula (Abdel-Motelib et al. 2012).

The interregional contacts with the
Levantine area constitute one of the most
striking features of the Lower Egyptian
Culture. They took place in a complex dynamic
of exchanges and borrowings correlated with
the social organization of both regions and
with their fluctuating evolution during the first
part of the fourth millennium (Guyot 2008).

The Lower Egyptian culture was, above all,
pastoral-agricultural and sedentary. Domestic
animals built up an overwhelming majority of
the culture’s faunal spectrum: goats, sheep,
oxen, pigs, and the donkey, which was
employed for the transport of the goods. Kilos
of grain, including wheat and batley, were
found in jars and storage pits, along with lentils
and peas.

In contrast to those of Upper Egypt, the
Lower Egyptian graves are characterized by
extreme  simplicity. ~ Two  cemeteries
corresponding to two distinct phases of
inhumation atre associated with the site of
Maadi, at nearby Wadi Digla. Bodies were
placed in individual pits, on their side and in a
contracted position, either without any
offering, or accompanied by a few pots and,
from time to time, a bivalve shellfish (Urnio). In
Kom el-Khilgan, in the eastern Delta, 226
tombs were excavated, revealing three phases
of occupation. The first two phases belong to

Figure 2. Burial of the Lower Egyptian funerary
tradition, Kom el-Khilgan (Grave 23).

Figure 3. Burial of the Naqadan funerary tradition,
Kom el-Khilgan (Grave 188).

the Lower Egyptian cultural complex (Buto I-
II) (fig. 2) and the third is attributed to the
Nagadan tradition (Naqada IIA-IIIC) (fig. 3).
The occurrence of two different funeral
traditions in the same cemetery is exceptional
and initiated for scholars a new way of thinking
about the cultural unification of Egypt (Buchez
and Midant-Reynes 2007, 2011).

Prehistoric Regional Cultures, Midant-Reynes, UEE 2014 5
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In the area of the modern town of Assiut, in
approximately 4500 BCE, a cultural complex
arose of whom our knowledge is based
essentially on funerary remains, and to a lesser
extent on pootly documented settlements: the
Badarian culture, first identified in the Badari
region, near Sohag. In the light of new
discoveries in the Egyptian deserts, however,
and in the context of the paleoclimatic
reconstruction of the Holocene period, we can
now consider the existence of the still earlier
Tasian culture, for which the cultural marker is
a round-based caliciform beaker with incised
design filled with white pigment (fig. 4). New
data from the Eastern and Western deserts, the
area of modern Sudan (Friedman and Hobbs
2002; Kuper 2007), the exceptional cemeteries
of Gebel Ramlah, some 130 km west of Abu
Simbel (Kobusiewicz et al. 2010), and from a
well-dated settlement at Kharga Oasis (Briois
et al. 2012) allow us to sketch the cultural
identity of the Tasian and to locate it at the
roots of the Badarian. The Badarian now tends
to be considered as a regional development of
the Tasian nomadic culture, which occupied
the southern part of the Egyptian deserts and
the Sudan during the fifth millennium.

Research conducted over the past thirty
years has revealed the extent of the Badatian
area to be considerably larger than was
previously thought. Badarian items have been
found as far south as Maghar Dendera
(Hendrickx, Midant-Reynes, and Van Neer
2001) and Elkab (Vermeersch 1978: pl. VI),
and as far east as the Eastern Desert (Friedman
and Hobbs 2002). The Badarians were herders
and farmers. Their settlements are pootly
documented but suggest small structures made
of perishable materials, grouped in small
villages. Thus the Badarian way of life did not
differ fundamentally from that of the Lower
Egyptian.

The contrast between the Lower and Upper
Egyptian cultures is striking, however, in the
realm of funerary practices. Numerous
cemeteries located in the low desert (close to

Figure 4. “Tasian beaker” (UC 17869 or UC
17870).

the fertile land of the Nile Valley) comprised
hundred of graves that exhibited the onset of a
process of social stratification that became
increasingly pronounced in the following
(Naqada) period. Bodies were placed in a
simple pit, often on a mat, in a contracted
position, on the left side, head to the south,
looking west.

The main grave offering was pottery (figs. 5
and 06), simply shaped and made by hand,
including cups and bowls with straight rims
and a rounded base. The finest example is a
very thin-walled, black-topped ware, whose
surface was combed prior to being polished,
producing a ripple effect. The repertoire of
funerary goods also included personal items
such as ivory and bone hairpins, combs,
bracelets, spoons, and beads, and the
graywacke palette made its first appearance,
thus beginning its long development through
Predynastic times. The shapes were limited to
oval and rectangular forms, but would display
great variety during the following Naqadan

Prehistoric Regional Cultures, Midant-Reynes, UEE 2014 6
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Period. The lithic industry, which we know
essentially through settlements, was principally
a flake industry with a small component of
bifacial tools.

Figure 5. A stone vase, two black-topped jars, an
ivory comb, and bone bracelets were the offerings
in a child grave of Naqada I, Adaima.

Figure 6. Child grave of Naqada I, Adaima, in
which the objects in Figure 5 were found.

Identifying the precise connection between
the Badarian and Naqadan cultures is more
complex than previously believed. It has been
thought that the Naqgadan culture developed
out of the Badarian and spread to the south,
covering an area between Matmar and
Hierakonpolis, but there is no clear break
between the two cultures. Conversely, it is now
believed that the Naqadan culture developed in
regions south of the Badarian core area. In
every case, and despite regional variations
identified through the ceramic and the lithic
assemblages (Friedman 1994; Holmes 1989),

the cultural complex that developed in Upper
Egypt during the first half of the fourth
millennium, represented by a consistency in
material culture and funerary practices, was
totally different from that of Lower Egypt and
the northern part of Middle Egypt. The
situation began to change in the Naqada 11 C
and D phases, when a period of interaction
between the northern and the southern
complexes took place, which would be
followed by cultural unification in Naqgada IIIA
(Buchez and Midant-Reynes 2007, 2011).
Middle Egypt, due to its central position,
undoubtedly played an important role in the
process of cultural unification, but our data is
unfortunately limited, since no new excavation
has been conducted there since 1930. A recent
reappraisal of the Gerza cemetery by
Stevenson drew her to the conclusion that “the
community at Gerza was a migrant one who
were embedded in Naqadan traditions”
(Stevenson 2009: 207; cf. Buchez and Midant-
Reynes 2007, 2011).

Cultnral Unification: An Acculturation Process

The expansion of the Nagada culture has been
the object of much debate and controversy.
The dominant traits of the Naqada IIIA
assemblage were assimilated by the Lower
Egyptian complex, which as a consequence lost
its own cultural identity. This phenomenon
became the model for Kaiser’s “Naqadan
expansion” (1964, 1990, 1995), which implied
a conquest, at the end of which the entire
country was subjugated by the Naqadan elite.
This model, though largely accepted, has been
strongly criticised by K&hler (2008), who draws
attention to the fact that notable regional
variability existed within what was thought to
be a single cultural entity. Based on the material
culture from settlements, rather than
cemeteries, she proposes that the local
differences  were gradual simultaneous
developments in the different regions of the
Nile Valley. The connections between the
Naqgadan and the Lower Egyptian contexts are
explained as inter-relationships between
permeable cultural entities. Instead of an

Prehistoric Regional Cultures, Midant-Reynes, UEE 2014 7
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external stimulus—the Naqada expansion—a
model of internal development is suggested in
which the changes that occurred in Lower
Egypt from Nagada IIC-D are the result of the
general evolution of the entire Nile Valley.

New data recorded from the excavation of
Kom el-Khilgan, in the northeastern Delta,
lead us to somewhat different conclusions.
Before Nagada IIC, two main entities (i.e., the
Upper and Lower Egyptian cultures) took
shape, within which we can observe variability
in material culture and funerary practices. Yet
these entities—though  stemming from
different traditions—exhibit the same socio-

process of interaction whose impetus was
provided by the fundamental social changes
that occurred in the Naqgada sphere. The
following period—100 to 150 years—saw a
progressive transformation that led to the
appearance of a “syncretic’ culture, which
finally culminated in the assimilation of
southern traditions by the north. In this way,
Nagqada I1I is not a “pure” Naqadan culture but
a “mixed” one with Naqadan-dominant traits.
A similar pattern is found in southern Egypt,
which has dominant Naqadan traits intermixed
with traits of the Lower Nubian tradition
(Gatto 20006). The emergence of power in this

process requires the analysis of the economic
and political structures of the social groups
involved, how they interacted, and the role
played by war (Campagno 2004).

economic level in regard to their settlements
and means of production. A change took place,
however, after Naqada IIC, in the form of a

Bibliographic Notes

Periodization of the Predynastic Period, which concerns the Upper Egyptian (Naqadan) tradition,
was made by Petrie (1901), revisited and renewed by Kaiser (1957), and reviewed by Hendrickx
(1996). For a complete and recent review encompassing Lower Egypt and Nubia, see Kéhler, ed.
(2011). The American and German expeditions in the Western Desert (Wendotf et al. 2002; Kuper
2002; Kuper and Kréplin 2000) shed new light on the process of Neolithization of the Nile Valley,
linked with climatic changes during the Holocene. Information on the introduction of domestic
species from the Levant via the Sinai can be found in Close (2002), Vermeersch et al. (1994), and
Vermeersch, ed. (1996). Concerning the controversy over the domestication of the African Bos,
see Marshall and Hildebrand (2002). About the emergence in the fifth millennium of a Nubian
cultural tradition (Tasian), which influenced the first Predynastic cultures of the Nile Valley, see
Gatto (2002, 2011) and Kobusiewicz et al. (2010). For a summary of the Lower Egyptian Culture,
see Tristant and Midant-Reynes (2011). The question of cultural relations with the Levant is
revisited by Guyot (2008), and that of the origins of copper ore by Abdel-Motelib et al. (2012).
The main features of the Naqgadan tradition are described in a chapter of The Prebistory of Egypt
(Midant-Reynes 2000), and the debated questions about the “cultural unification” at the end of the
fourth millennium are found in Kaiser (1964, 1990, 1995) and Kohler (2008). For the late fourth
millennium, see also Campagno (2013).

References

Abdel-Motelib, Ali, Michael Bode, Rita Hartmann, Ulrich Hartung, Andreas Hauptmann, and Kristina
Pfeiffer
2012 Archaeometallurgical expeditions to the Sinai Peninsula and the Eastern Desert of Egypt (20006,
2008). Metalla 19(1/2), pp. 3 - 59.

Prehistoric Regional Cultures, Midant-Reynes, UEE 2014 8



UCLA E&vrroioey

Briois, Francois, Béatrix Midant-Reynes, Sylvie Marchand, Yann Tristant, Michel Wuttmann, Morgan De
Dapper, Joséphine Lesur-Gebremariam, and Claire Newton
2012 Neolithic occupation of an artesian spring: KS043 in the Kharga Oasis, Egypt. Journal of Field
Archacology 37(3), pp. 178 - 191.

Buchez, Nathalie, and Béatrix Midant-Reynes

2007  Le site prédynastique de Kom el-Khilgan (Delta oriental): Données nouvelles sur les processus
d’unification culturelle au IVe millénaire. Bulletin de I'Institut francais d’archéologie orientale 107,
pp- 43 - 70.

2011 A tale of two funerary traditions: The Predynastic cemetery at Kom el-Khilgan (eastern Delta). In
Egypt at its origins: Proceedings of the Third International Conference “Origin of the State: Predynastic and Early
Dynastic Egypt,” London, 27" July — 1 Angust 2008, Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 205, ed. Renée
Friedman and Peter Fiske, pp. 831 - 858. Leuven: Pecters.

Campagno, Marcello

2004 In the beginning was the war: Conflict and the emergence of the Egyptian state. In Egypt at its
origins, V'ol. 1: Studies in memory of Barbara Adams: Proceedings of the International Conference “Origin of the
State: Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt,” Krakow, 28" August — 1 September 2002, Orientalia
Lovaniensia Analecta 138, ed. Stan Hendrickx, Renée Friedman, Krzyzstof Ciatowicz, and Marek
Chlodnicki, pp. 689 - 703. Leuven: Peeters.

2013 Late fourth millennium BCE. In UCLA Engyclopedia of Egyptology, ed. Wolfram Grajetzki and Willeke
Wendrich, Los Angeles. http://digital2.library.ucla.edu/viewltem.dorark=21198 /22002hcngn

Chlodnicki, Marek, Krzysztof Cialowicz, and Agnieszka Magzynska
2012 Tell el-Farkba I: Excavations 1998 — 2011. Poznan-Krakéw: Poznan Archaeological Museum.

Close, Angela, Fred Wendorf, and Romuald Schild
1989 The prebistory of Wadi Kubbaniya. (Nolumes 2 and 3 compiled.) Dallas: Southern Methodist University.
2002 Sinai, Sahara, Sahel: The introduction of domestic caprines to Africa. In Tides of the desert: Contribution
to the archaeology and environmental history of Africa in honour of Rudolph Kuper, ed. JennerstraB3e 8, pp. 459
- 470. Cologne: Heinrich-Barth-Institut.

Debono, Fernand
1948  Le Paléolithique final et le Mésolithique a Hélovan. Awnales du Service des Antiquités Egyptiennes 48(2),
pp. 629 - 637.

Faltings, Dina
2002 The chronological frame and social structure of Buto in the fourth millennium BCE. In Egyps and
the Levant: Interrelations from the 4th through the early 3rd millennium BCE, ed. Edwin Van den Brink and
Thomas E. Levy, pp. 365 - 375. London: Leicester University Press.

Friedman, Renée
1994 Predynastic settlement ceramics of Upper Egypt: A comparative study of the ceramics of Hemamieh, Nagada, and
Hierakonpolis. Berkeley: UMI.

Friedman, Renée, and Joseph Hobbs
2002 A “Tasian” tomb in Egypt’s Eastern Desert. In Egypt and Nubia: Gifts of the desert, ed. Renée
Friedman, pp. 178 - 191. London: British Museum Press.

Gatto, Maria
2002  Ceramic traditions and cultural territoties: The “Nubian Group” in prehistory. In Egypt and Nubia:
Gifts of the desert, ed. Renée Friedman, pp. 8 - 9. London: British Museum Press.
2006  The Nubian A-Group: A reassessment. ArchéoNi/ 16, pp. 61 - 76.
2011 'The relative chronology of Nubia. ArhéoNil 21, pp. 81 - 100.

Guyot, Frédéric
2008  The origin of the “Naqadan expansion” and the interregional exchange mechanisms between
Lower Nubia, Upper and Lower Egypt, the South Levant and North Syria during the first half of

Prehistoric Regional Cultures, Midant-Reynes, UEE 2014 9



UCLA E&vrroioey

the 4th millennium B.C. In Egypz at its origins, V'ol. 2: Proceedings of the International Conference “Origin of
the State: Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt,” Toulonse (France), 5" — 8" September 2005, Orientalia
Lovaniensia Analecta 172, ed. Béatrix Midant-Reynes and Yann Tristant, with the collaboration of
Stan Hendrickx and Johanne Rowland, pp. 707 - 740. Leuven: Peeters.

Hartung, Ulrich
2003  Predynastic subterranean dwellers in Maadi, Cairo. Egyptian Archaeology 22, pp. 7 - 9.
2004 Rescue excavations in the Predynastic settlement of Maadi. In Egypt at its origins, V'ol. 1: Studies in
memory of Barbara Adams: Proceedings of the International Conference “Origin of the State: Predynastic and Early
Dynastic Egypt,” Krakow, 28" August — 19 September 2002, Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 138, ed.
Stan Hendrickx, Renée Friedman, Krzysztof Cialowicz, and Marek Chlodnicki, pp. 337 - 356.
Leuven: Peeters.

Hartung, Ulrich, Mohamed Abd el-Geili, Angela von den Driesch, Gamal Fares, Rita Hartmann, Thomas
Hikade, and Christian Thde
2003  Vorbericht iiber die neuen Untersuchungen in der pridynastischen Siedlung von Maadi. Mitteilungen
des Deutschen Archiologischen Instituts, Abteilung Kairo 59, pp. 149 - 198.

Hendrickx, Stan
1996  The relative chronology of the Nagada Culture: Problems and possibilities. In Aspects of early Egypt,
ed. Jeffrey Spencer, pp. 36 - 69. London: British Museum Press.

Hendrickx, Stan, Béatrix Midant-Reynes, and Wim Van Neer
2001 Magbhar Dendera 2 (Haute Egypte): Un site d'occupation Badarien. Egyptian Prehistory Monographs 3.
Leuven: University Press.

Holmes, Diane
1989 The Predynastic lithic industries of Upper Egypt: A comparative study of the lithic traditions of Badari, Nagada,
and Hierakonpolis. 2 volumes. British Archaeological Reports International Series 469. Oxford: BAR.

Kaiser, Werner
1957  Zur inneren Chronologie der Naqadakultur. Archacologia Geographica 61, pp. 67 - 77.
1964  Einige Bemerkungen zur dgyptischen Frithzeit 111: Die Reichseiningung. Zeitschrif? fiir Agyptische
Sprache und Altertumskunde 91, pp. 86 - 125.
1990  Zur Entstehung des gesamtigyptischen Staates. Mitteilungen des Dentschen Archaologischen Instituts,
Abteilung Kairo 46, pp. 287 - 299.
1995  Trial and error. Gattinger Miszellen 149, pp. 5 - 14.

Kobusiewicz, Michal, Jacek Kabacinski, Romuald Schild, Joel Irish, Maria Gatto, and Fred Wendorf
2010  Gebel Ramilab: Final Neolithic cemeteries from the Western Desert of Egypt. Poznan: Institut of Archaeology
and Ethnology, Polish Academy of Sciences.

Kohler, Eva Christiana
2008  The interaction between and the roles of Upper and Lower Egypt in the formation of the Egyptian
state: Another review. In Egypr at its origins, V'ol. 2: Proceedings of the International Conference “Origin of the
State: Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt,” Toulouse (France), 5" — 8" September 2005, Orientalia
Lovaniensia Analecta 172, ed. Béatrix Midant-Reynes and Yann Tristant, with the collaboration of
Stan Hendrickx and Johanne Rowland, pp. 515 - 543. Leuven: Peeters.

Koéhler, Eva Christiana (ed.)
2011 La chronologie relative de la basse vallée du Nil jusqu’au 3¢ millénaire B.C.: Introduction. ArchéoNi/
21, pp. 5-11.

Kuper, Rudolph
2002 Routes and roots in Egypt’s Western Desert: The early Holocene resettlement of the eastern
Sahara. In Egypt and Nubia: Gifts of the desert, ed. Renée Friedman, pp. 1 - 12. London: British
Museum Press.

Prehistoric Regional Cultures, Midant-Reynes, UEE 2014 10



UCLA E&vrroioey

2007  “Looking behind the scenes”: Archaeological distribution patterns and their meaning. In _A#as of
cultural and environmental change in arid Africa, Africa Prachistorica 21, ed. Olaf Bubenzer, Andreas
Bolten, and Frank Darius, pp. 24 - 25. Kéln: Heinrich-Bart-Institut.

Kuper, Rudolph, and Stephan Kr6pelin
2006  Climate-controlled Holocene occupation in the Sahara: Motor of Africa’s evolution. Science 313, pp.
803 - 807.

Marshall, Fiona, and Elisabeth Hildebrand
2002 Cattle before crops: The beginnings of food production in Aftica. Journal of World Prebistory 16(2),
pp- 99 - 143.

Midant-Reynes, Béatrix
2000 The prebistory of Egypt: From the first Egyptians to the first pharaobs. Oxford and Malden, Mass.: Blackwell.
(Originally published in French: Armand Colin 1992.)

Midant-Reynes, Béatrix, and Nathalie Buchez (eds.)
fc. Tel el-Iswid 2006 — 2010. Fouilles de I'Institut francais d’archéologie orientale. Cairo: Institut francais
d’archéologie orientale.

Petrie, William Matthew Flinders
1901 Diospolis Parva. London: Egypt Exploration Fund.

Riemer, Heiko
2007  When hunters started herding: Pastro-foragers and the complexity of Holocene economic change in
the Western Desert of Egypt. In Aridity, change and conflict in Africa, ed. Michael Bollig, Olaf
Bubenzer, Ralf Vogelsang, and Hans-Peter Wotzka, pp. 105 - 144. Kéln: Heinrich-Barth Institut.

Riemer, Heiko, Mathias Lange, Karin Kindermann
2013 When the desert dried up: Late prehistoric cultures and contacts in Egypt and Northern Sudan. In
The First Cataract of the Nile: One region - diverse perspectives, Sonderschriften des Deutschen
Archiologischen Instituts Kairo 306, ed. Dietrich Raue, Stephan Seidlmayer, and Philipp Speiser, pp.
157 - 183. Berlin: De Gruyter.

Rizkana, Ibrahim, and Jirgen Secher

1987  Maadi I: The pottery of the Predynastic settlement. Deutsches Archiologisches Institut, Abteilung Kairo.
Archidologische Veréffentlichungen 64. Mainz-am-Rhein: Philipp von Zabern.

1988  Maadi II: The lithic industries of the Predynastic settlement. Deutsches Archiologisches Institut, Abteilung
Kairo. Archiologische Verbffentlichungen 65. Mainz-am-Rhein: Philipp von Zabern.

1989 Maad; III: The non-lithic small finds and the structural remains of the Predynastic settlement. Deutsches
Archiologisches Institut, Abteilung Kairo. Archiologische Veroffentlichungen 80. Mainz-am-
Rhein: Philipp von Zabern.

1990 Maadi IV: The Predynastic cemeteries of Maadi and Wadi Digla. Deutsches Archiologisches Institut,
Abteilung Kairo. Archiologische Veréffentlichungen 81. Mainz-am-Rhein: Philipp von Zabern.

Schmidt, Klaus

1993  Comments to the lithic industry of the Buto-Maadi culture in Lower Egypt. In Environmental change
and buman culture in the Nile basin and northern Africa until the second millenninm B.C.: Proceedings of the
International Symposium, Dymaczewo near Poznan, 5 — 10 September 1988, ed. Lech Krzyzaniak, Michael
Kobusiewicz, and John Alexander, pp. 267 - 277. Poznan: Muzeum Archeologiczne w Poznaniu.

1996  Helwan in Egypt: A PPN site? In Neolithic chipped stone industries of the Fertile Crescent, and their
contemporaries in adjacent regions, ed. Stephan Kozlowski and Hans Gebel, pp. 127 - 135. Berlin: Ex
Oriente.

Smith, Andrew B.
2013  An appraisal of the terms “Neolithic” and “Neolithisation” for use in North Aftrica in the 21st
century. In Neolithisation of northeastern Africa, Studies in Early Near Eastern Production,
Subsistence, and Environment 16, ed. Noriyuki Shirai, pp. 5 - 22. Berlin: Ex Oriente.

Prehistoric Regional Cultures, Midant-Reynes, UEE 2014 11



UCLA E&vrroioey

Stanley, Jean, and Andrew Warne
1993  Sea level and initiation of Predynastic culture in the Nile Delta. Nazure 363, pp. 435 - 438.

Stevenson, Alice
2009 The Predynastic Egyptian cemetery of el-Gerzeb: Social identities and mortuary practices. Orientalia Lovaniensia
Analecta 186. Leuven: Peeters.

Tristant, Yann
2007 Adrien Arcelin (1838 —1904), Ernest Theodore Hamy (1842 — 1908) et Francois Lenormant (1837
— 1883): La découverte du passé préhistorique de 'Egypte. ArhéoNi/ 17, pp. 9 - 26.

Tristant, Yann, and Béatrix Midant-Reynes
2011 The Predynastic cultures of the Nile Delta. In Before the pyramids: The origins of Egyptian civilization, ed.
Emily Teeter, pp. 45 - 54. Oriental Institute Museum Publications 33. Chicago: The Oriental
Institute of the University of Chicago.

Van den Brink, Edwin
1989 A transitional Late Predynastic-Early Dynastic settlement site in the northeastern Nile Delta, Egypt.
Mitteilungen des Dentschen Archéologischen Instituts, Abteilung Kairo 45, pp. 55 - 108.

Vermeersch, Pierre ) )
1978  Elkab II: 1. ’Elkabien: Epipaléolithique de la 1 allée du Nil Egyptien. Leuven: University Press.

Vermeersch, Pierre (ed.)
2008 A prebistoric sequence in the Egyptian Red Sea area: The tree shelter. Egyptian Prehistory Monographs.
Leuven: University Press.

Vermeersch, Pierre, Philip van Peer, Jan Moeyersons, and Wim van Neer
1994  Sodmein cave site: Red Sea mountains (Egypt). Sabara 6, pp. 31 - 40.

Von der Way, Thomas
1997 Tell el-Fara'in-Buto I: Ergebnisse zum frithen Kontext: Kampagnen der Jahre 1983 — 1989. Archdologische
Veroffentlichungen 83. Mainz-am-Rhein: Philipp von Zabern.

Wendotf, Fred, and Romuald Schild
1980 Loaves and fishes: The prebistory of Wadi Kubbaniya, ed. Angela Close. Dallas: Department of
Anthropology, Institute for the Study of Earth and Man, Southern Methodist University.

Wendotf, Fred, Romuald Schild, and Associates
2002 Holocene settlement of the Egyptian Sabara, 10l.1: The archaeology of Nabta Playa. New York: Kluver
Academic/Plenum Publishers.

Wunderlich, Jirgen
1989 Untersuchungen zur Entwicklung des westlichen Nildeltas im Holozan. Marburger Geographische Schriften
114. Marburg: Marburger Geographische Gesellschaft.

Wunderlich, Jirgen, Thomas von der Way, and Klaus Schmidt
1989  Neue Fundstellen der Buto-Maadi-Kultur bei Ezbet el-Querdahi. Mitzeilungen des Dentschen
Archéologischen Instituts, Abteilung Kairo 45, pp. 309 - 318.

Image Credits

Figure 1. Pottery of the Lower Egyptian tradition, Kom el-Khilgan. (© IFAO.)
Figure 2. Burial of the Lower Egyptian funerary tradition, Kom el-Khilgan (Grave 23). (© IFAO.)
Figure 3. Burial of the Naqadan funerary tradition, Kom el-Khilgan (Grave 188). (© IFAO.)
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Figure 4. “Tasian beaket” (UC 17869 or UC 17870). (© Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology, University

College London.)

Figure 5. A stone vase, two black-topped jars, an ivory comb, and bone bracelets were the offerings in a child
grave of Naqada I, Adaima. (O IFAO.)

Figure 6. Child grave of Naqada I, Adaima, in which the objects in Figure 5 were found. (© IFAO.)
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