
UC San Diego
UC San Diego Electronic Theses and Dissertations

Title
Imperfection

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/51x3m6fx

Author
Shurte, Taylor

Publication Date
2012

Supplemental Material
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/51x3m6fx#supplemental
 
Peer reviewed|Thesis/dissertation

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/51x3m6fx
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/51x3m6fx#supplemental
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO

Imperfection

A thesis submitted in partial satisfaction of the

requirements for the degree Master of Fine Arts

in

Theatre and Dance (Acting)

by

Taylor Shurte

Committee in charge:

 Professor Kyle Donnelly, Chair
 Professor Charlie Oates
 Professor James Winker
 Professor Manuel Rotenberg

2012





The thesis of Taylor Shurte is approved and it is acceptable in quality and form for 

publication on microfilm and electronically:

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________
                   Chair

University of California, San Diego

2012

iii



DEDICATION

Eternal gratitude to my family for giving me every bit of my heart and passion for 

theatre and life.  

iv



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Signature page………………………………………………………………….. iii

Dedication……………………………………………………………………… iv

Table of Contents………………………………………………………………. v

List of Supplemental Files……………………………………………………… vi

Acknowledgements…………………………………………………………….. vii

Abstract of the Thesis……………………………………………………........... viii

v



LIST OF SUPPLEMENTAL FILES

File 1.  The House of Bernarda Alba

File 2.  The Seagull

File 3. The Seagull (2)

File 4.  Gruesome Playground Injuries

File 5.  Threepenny Opera 

File 6.  My Dawlin New Awlins

File 7.  Small Prophecies 

File 8.  The Dybbuk

File 9.  The Dybbuk (2)

File 10. Glass Menagerie

vi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

 I am immensely grateful for every teacher I have had the opportunity to learn 

from here at UCSD.  Thank you Kyle for always asking more of me than I ever knew I 

could do; Jim for pushing me beyond the pedestrian world and sharing with me a 

beautiful heightened universe; Eva for your generous soul, for sparking me with 

curiosity for words and giving me confidence in my own ear; Ursula for not just giving 

me my voice but challenging me to use it fully as a person; Charlie for leading me to 

my own physical creativity; Kim for teaching me bewilderment; Don for helping me 

appreciate and foster my essence; Linda for leading me through my journey through a 

foreign register and for literally giving me a new sound; and Greg for joining us just in 

time to bring me back to why I love plays, for truth, action, and heart.  I also want to 

thank 2012 and every collaborator in it.  I cant wait until we work create together 

again.  Lastly, I want to thank my sister for always reminding me of what is important, 

and for my love who got me through everyday.  

vii



ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS

Imperfection

by

Taylor Shurte

Master of Fine Arts in Theatre and Dance (Acting)

University of California, San Diego, 2012

Professor Kyle Donnelly, Chair

 I entered this masters program hoping to gain the tools necessary to consider 

myself a professional actor.  To do that I needed to gain things beyond technique which 

I was not guaranteed, but could not leave without: confidence, experience, and 

perseverance.  

 I am 25 years old this August and have spent almost half of those years in 

school studying acting. I have had the enormous luxury to develop until I am ready to 

call myself a professional.  I ask myself now, what makes me worthy, what makes me 

ready? Proud as I am to get my MFA, I now know that “master of fine arts” is an 

oxymoron.   A wanting student, I had strived for mastery and heartbreakingly failed 
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myself every time. I came into this program unsure, messy, and lost. I am leaving 

equipped with the ability to bring honesty out of my mess, to bring my whole self to 

my role, and feel the terror and thrill of imperfection.  

  Even more importantly in my time here I have gained an immense appreciation 

and more articulate understanding of what I think makes great theatre.  Using the gifts I 

received from UCSD I want to continue to be a part of the immediacy and potential 

that I have felt as an audience member in a electrifying theatre, and when I feel when I 

am working on a truly great play.  I now do not feel “ready” but rather am bursting to 

start my career and strive to create imperfect and alive works of art.
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