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Tuna, Dolphins, and Purse Seine
Fishing in the Eastern Tropical Pacific:
The Controversy Continues

Denis A. (‘)’Connell1

Like peace, the real work of saving the ocean is not only carried
out in diplomatic chambers and government offices. It is carried
out in the hearts and hands of the people.?

INTRODUCTION: DOLPHIN DEATHS AND THE MARINE MAMMAL
PROTECTION ACT

During the early 1970’s, a historic peak in the environmental
movement, fueled by public outrage and activism, resulted in the
passage of several new U.S. laws designed to protect the environ-
ment. Congress enacted the Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA)3 in 1972 to address, among many problems concerning
marine mammals, the large number of dolphins killed by the
purse seine method of fishing for yellowfin tuna in the eastern
tropical Pacific Ocean (ETP),* a 5 to 7 million square-mile area
of ocean that extends roughly from Southern California to the
Chilean coastline, and west to Hawaii.>

The MMPA established a moratorium on the taking (or kill-
ing) and importation of marine mammals, including dolphins, ex-
cept those taken incidentally during commercial fishing
operations.® Recent MMPA amendments have reiterated the
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