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Martin Hebel 

Half Silver 
For Orchestra 

Instrumentation 
2 Flutes 
2 Oboe 

2 Clarinet in B♭ 
2 Bassoons 

4 French Horns in F 
2 Trumpets in C 
2 Trombones 
Bass Trombone 
Tuba 

Timpani (4 Drums) 

Percussion (2 Players) 
Glockenspiel, Vibraphone, Bass Drum, Snare Drum, Triangle 

Violin I 
Violin II 
Viola 
Violoncello 
Contrabass 

 

Program Notes 
Like a vision in a two-way mirror, Half Silver reflects and looks beyond, exploring both human suffering and hope 
in the face of violence, contrasting darkness and light. 
 
Beginning with glassy string harmonics, Half Silver follows the emotive voice of the solo flute into darkness. Sharp, 
strident chords punctuate the sorrowful, unsettled texture that follows, accompanied by interjections by a lone 
trumpet. Finally, the solo flute returns, guiding the orchestra to a fragile, yet hopeful conclusion. 
 
Half Silver is dedicated to the victims of gun violence everywhere, composed in response to the August 2019 mass 
shootings in Dayton, Ohio and El Paso, Texas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duration: 8 minutes 
www.martinhebel.com
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Dedicated to the victims of gun violence everywhere.
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