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BOBCAT COMICS
UC MERCED CENTER FOR
THE HUMANITIES 2026
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IN DECEMBER 2019,
A MYSTERIOUS PNEUMONIA
BEGAN SPREAPING IN
WUHAN, CHINA.
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A WUHAN OPHTHALMOLOGIST
BECAME A WHISTLEBLOWER
WHO SAW THE PANDEMIC COMING
BEFORE THE REST OF THE WORLD.

mysterious pneumonia _
VN cases... be careful. STOP SPREADING
RUMOURS. SIGN
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Is this SARS
again? ! |

WHAT STARTED
IN A GROUP
CHAT SHOOK
THE ENTIRE

THE MESSAGES
DIDN'T STAY
PRIVATE FOR

LONG.
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DR. LI WENLIANG DIED OF COVID-19 ON

FEBRUARY 7, 2020. HIS DEATH SPARKED #FreedomofSpeech
WIDESPREAD PUBLIC MOURNING AND
CALLS FOR ACCOUNTABILITY ON “ g :f
CHINESE SOCIAL MEDIA. Y #Healt
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...THEN DISAPPEAREDR

UNDER CENSORSHIR.




SOON AFTER, AN ONLINE ARTICLE ABOUT
THE EARLY OUTBREAK BRIEFLY WENT VIRAL
BEFORE BEING REMOVED. IN RESPONGSE...

"NETIZENS"
BEGAN
RECREATING
AND RE-
CIRCULATING

THE DELETED
ARTICLE

IN
ALTERNATIVE
FORMS
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TO EVADE
AUTOMATED
OCR (OPTICAL
CHARACTER
RECOGNITION)
SCANNING.

ON DIFFERENT
SOCIAL MEDIA
PLATFORMS
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OTHERS TRANSLATED THE ARTICLE INTO DIFFERENT
LANGUAGES, BOTH REAL AND IMAGINED.
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THE MOST RADPICAL VERSION APPEARED BLANK,
BY RENDERING WHITE TEXT ON A WHITE BACKGROUND,
CREATORS PRODUCED A SO-CALLED "HEAVENLY SCRIFT.”

MEANING EMERGED
ONLY THROUGH ACTIVE
PARTICIPATION,




NETIZENS RESPONDED BY REMOVING A PART OF CHINESE
WRITING CALLED A RAPICAL TO CHANGE THE MEANING
OF THE WORD "GAN'EN."

THEN THE “MOUTH" RADICAL ([]) VANISHED...
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= “gratitude that can ueither
be felt uor spoken”

= “gratitude without heart "
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\ MEANING SURVIVED ONLY AMONG

THOSE WHO COULD DECODE IT.
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DURING THE PANDEMIC, “GRATITUDE EDUCATION"

(@@?&g) WAS WIDELY PROMOTED TO ENCOURAGE
SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S HANDLING OF AN
UNPRECEDENTED CRISIS,
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"My only feeling is gratitude™

'eaN'eN" (J8% B crariTuDE) BECAME A sArRCASTIC
EXPRESSION IN AN ONLINE FORUM. THE PLATFORM
WAS BANNED OVERNIGHT IN SEPTEMBER 2021,

A shibboleth - "if you know, you kuow.” Like this symbol :Xi
which tells you the correct readiug order to understaud this page!




UNDER CENSORSHIP, MESSAGES
RARELY DISAPPEAR COMPLETELY.

THE TEXT FADES OUT,
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