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LOST AND FOUND

This edition of Lost and Found presents—for the first 
time in English—a compilation of several significant, 
pioneering contributions on the rock art of Baja California. 
I am greatly indebted to Don Laylander for resurrecting 
Engerrand’s interesting observations, for carefully trans-
lating and editing them, and for bringing them to my 
attention and allowing me to publish them here.

*   *   *

G. Engerrand’s 
“New Petroglyphs in Baja California”

Translated, Edited, and Annotated by Don Laylander

Georges Charles Marius Engerrand was born in Libourne 
near Bordeaux, France, in 1877. He earned licentiates 
in geology and botany at the University of Bordeaux, 
where he also attended lectures by the sociologist Émile 
Durkheim. He was a Dreyfusard during the notorious 
controversy over Captain Alfred Dreyfus in the 1890s, 
and to avoid being required to serve in the French army 
he emigrated to Belgium in 1898 at the invitation of the 
geographer Élisée Reclus. In Belgium, he taught and did 
�eld research in geology and anthropology. In 1907, he 
moved to Mexico and became a Mexican citizen, holding 
several important posts, doing extensive �eldwork, and 
publishing studies on both geology and archaeology. 
He helped to pioneer stratigraphic archaeological 
investigations in the Valley of Mexico. By 1917, however, 
nationalist political conditions made it impossible for 
him to continue his work, and he emigrated again, this 
time to the United States. He was a member of the 
Anthropology Department at the University of Texas 
from 1920 until 1961, the year in which he died (Brogan 
et al. 1962; Campbell 1962; Graham 1962; Newcomb 1962; 
Rutsch 2010).

Engerrand’s geological investigations brought him 
to northern Baja California in 1911. This expedition 
resulted in two archaeological studies. One of them, 
which has previously been published in English 
translation (Engerrand 1913, 1981), addressed the 
problem of “eoliths,” or possible very early, very crude 
prehistoric lithic artifacts, which he had also studied in 

Europe. He concluded that the specimens he examined 
between Ensenada and San Fernando Velicatá were 
naturally fractured “pseudo-eoliths” rather than genuine 
human artifacts. The other study, published in French and 
Spanish but �rst translated into English here, concerned 
three rock art sites in the region of San Fernando 
Velicatá and El Rosario, in north-central Baja California 
(Engerrand 1912a, 1912b, 1912c). (Engerrand used the 
term “petroglyph” to cover both painted and pecked 
rock art images.) These contributions make Engerrand 
one of the �rst modern investigators of Baja California’s 
prehistoric archaeology, following closely in the steps of 
Hermann F. C. ten Kate, Edward Palmer, Léon Diguet, 
and Arthur W. North.

The �rst section of the present translation is based 
on a French version (Engerrand 1912a), which for the 
most part differs only slightly in phrasing from the 
Spanish version (Engerrand 1912b). The second section 
is translated from a Spanish account (Engerrand 1912c). 
The drawings have been retouched from the available 
low-resolution scanned or xeroxed copies. Thanks are 
due to Eric W. Ritter, Elinora Topete, and Julia Bendímez 
Patterson for their assistance with access to some of the 
materials presented here, and to Zee Malas for his aid 
with upgrading Engerrand’s three photographs.

*   *   *

During the trip that the Mexican Geological Commission 
made in the northern part of Baja California in the last 
four months of 1911, I had occasion to observe new 
petroglyphs that I wish to make known. It is clear that 
many people have seen these �gures before me, since 
they are well known to the local people, but I believe 
that they have never been published.

Clavigero1 notes that there are remnants of paintings, 
crude but admirably preserved,2 among them some 
�gures of men and women, between 27 and 28 degrees of 
latitude. He declines to attribute them to the populations 
that existed at the time of the Spaniards’ arrival, and 
which are now completely extinct or represented only 
by a few individuals.3 Although he says he knows 
nothing about the race that would have made these 
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paintings, he comes close to attributing them to giants 
who, according to local traditions, came from the north 
and had once lived on the peninsula. He pointed out that 
Father Giuseppe Rotea, an honest and trustworthy man, 
according to him, had found in a cave near San Joaquín 
the remains of a skeleton that measured 11 feet.4 Belief 
in the existence of gigantic human races prior to our own 
is universal, and its source has always been the presence, 
in certain geologic strata, of the remains of large animals. 
Accordingly, we should not be surprised that it has been 
the same in Baja California.

According to the same author, the paintings of the 
ancient Californians had the objective of conveying to 
posterity the memory of their settlement in the region, 
but they are not comparable to those of Mexico, although 
they had the same objective. He adds that they are in 
four colors: yellow, green, black, and reddish. For my part, 
I have only seen red, yellow, and white ones.

Recently, Arthur Walbridge North, who has long 
explored Baja California, has made known three new 
groups of petroglyphs said to be prehistoric.5 These 
are the ones in Arroyo Grande, which has always been 
a route to the desert and the mouth of the Colorado; 
those in the Sierra de San Pedro Mártir; and those at 
the old mission of San Fernando, founded in 1769 by 
Junípero Serra.

I am not acquainted with the petroglyphs in Arroyo 
Grande, nor with those in the Sierra de San Pedro Mártir 
described by him, but I have carefully studied those at 
San Fernando and I have copied all that they present 
of interest. Consequently, what I publish today is much 
more complete and does not at all duplicate what has 
been reproduced by North. I am also not acquainted 
with the petroglyphs of Calmalli cited by him.6

There are also other groups of ancient �gures that 
have not been studied and that I was not able to see 
because of the intemperance of my guide, for example 
those of the Cuesta de los Mártires, in the valley of arroyo 
of El Rosario that passes above the old mission of that 
name, today completely in ruins, nearly at 30º north 
latitude, and those of Santa Catarina, a little farther south.

Also, it is remarkable that these ancient drawings 
are present in nearly all locations or aguajes where 
there is water. Water is of fundamental importance 
in Baja California, which, after having had at the end 
of the Tertiary and during the Quaternary some huge 

valleys where very large rivers must have 
owed, was 
gradually transformed into an extremely dry and arid 
desert, except in some favored locations. For this reason, 
without denying that the petroglyphs commemorate 
some interesting facts relative to ancient migrations, I 
believe I can express the opinion that certain of them are 
maps or contain indications concerning locations where 
water can be found.

Of their antiquity I will say nothing, since all we 
know is that their authors are not the ancestors of the 
present Indians. What seems to me quite evident is 
that they are not prehistoric in the sense in which that 
adjective is used in Europe.7

Their preservation is sometimes perfect. In some 
other cases, parts of the designs are effaced, as is true at 
San Fernando. At this latter location, I have observed 
that there are paintings of different ages and that some 
have been drawn on top of others, which are partially 
effaced. There are some things that are unquestionably 
modern, that is to say, that come from the time of the 
mission’s great prosperity, such as representations of men 
wearing great hats, and of a little house. This is especially 
the case for an inscription that attracted the attention of 
North.8 It is impossible to attribute them to the modern 
inhabitants of San Fernando, who are reduced to a few 
individuals and who occupy themselves solely with scant 
work at agriculture.

Some of the designs of San Fernando, and in 
particular the inscription reproduced by North, have 
been redone with a type of white painting by someone 
who wanted thus to assure them a longer survival.

It goes without saying that it is necessary to set aside 
completely, as being without any serious foundation, the 
comparisons that have been made between certain signs 
at San Fernando and some Chaldean and Phoenician 
signs, because nothing other than fortuitous coincidences 
can be observed.

SAN FERNANDO

This old mission is situated a little below the 30º parallel. 
It is entirely abandoned, to the extent that there are no 
more than two inhabited houses. However, the traveler 
immediately realizes the past importance of this site by 
the old works that had the objective of storing water 
and the remains of which are seen in the vicinity of 
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the village. At present, the 
inhabitants content themselves 
with the water from the arroyo, 
although it is noticeably salty.

It is on a cliff situated 
near the said arroyo that the 
group of paintings is seen. 
This natural cliff (Fig. 1), of 
a metamorphic rock of as 
yet undetermined age and of 
a color variously red-brown 
or white in places, also shows 
near its base the remains of 
a wall made of rocks simply 
stacked on top of each other.

The appearance of the 
majority of the paintings is 
evidently old: they are red in 
color, sometimes that of rust, 
sometimes that of dried blood; 
some are white. Their  lack 
of distinctness prevented me 
from photographing them.

The first group of petro-
glyphs (Fig. 2) is about 3 m. 
high by 4 m. wide. One can see 
there several human figures 
and a mass of other designs 
that I admit I am incapable 
of interpreting.9 In the pres-
ent case, the rock was scraped 
and the figures were painted 
in white, perhaps with a reed 
stalk.

Another group (Fig. 3) 
is of a very special technique. 
It is ornamental in design, 
and I have not seen anything 
comparable among the other 
American petroglyphs.10 The 
color is red, and these �gures 
seem as old as the others.11 At 
the bottom, a sort of circle with 
dots can be seen, comparable 
to another design at La Sierrita. Its color is also red. 
Dimensions of the group: about 1 m. high by 40 cm. wide.

A �nal group (Fig. 4) consists of designs as curious 
as they are inexplicable, painted in white.12 Their more 

Figure 1.  The cliff of San Fernando.

Figure 2.  Petroglyphs of San Fernando. – 3 m. by 4 m. – White.
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or less oriental appearance partially 
explains the comparisons that 
have been made between certain 
California signs and Asiatic inscrip-
tions. The dimensions are 1 m. 50 cm. 
high by 1 m. 20 cm. wide.

In more of these �gures and in 
more modern ones of which I have 
already spoken, there are found at 
San Fernando numerous red and 
white crosses.13

SAN JULIO

The group of paintings of the 
arroyo of San Julio [Fig. 5] is very 
interesting for its homogeneity. This arroyo runs to the 
south of El Rosario and, at the point where the aguaje is 
found, it begins to run in a ravine. After several hundred 
meters, all the water has disappeared, soaked up by 
the sands. Additionally, this water is so salty that it is 
undrinkable, which is not a small disappointment to the 
novice traveler. However, at the exact point where the 
paintings are found, there is a small hole where, with 
some work, one can extract one or two cups of rainwater.

The paintings are found on the vertical face of the 
cliff of metamorphic rock that is on the right of the 
photograph and corresponds to the right bank of the 
arroyo. Here, the represented objects are in two colors, 

red and yellow. In Figures 6 and 7, the black corresponds 
to red and hachuring corresponds to yellow.

The panel of Figure 6 is about 3 m. high by 2 m. wide. 
It appears that certain designs correspond to a map or 
to game pieces. The four yellow �gures and the four red 
ones in the lower right could be game pieces. Others are 
perhaps extremely stylized �gures of animals. The one in 
the lower left could be a �sh, and in that regard I think 
it is necessary to note that at present the arroyos of the 
northern district of Baja California do not contain �sh, 
except that of San Antonio del Caballo.

Figure 7 is also in two colors and is also, to me, 
inexplicable. Dimensions: 1 m. by 60 cm.

Figure 3.  Petroglyphs of San Fernando. 
– 1 m. by 40 cm. – Red.

Figure 5.  The painted rocks of the arroyo of San Julio.

Figure 4.  Petroglyphs of San Fernando. 
– 1 m. 50 cm. by 1 m. 20 cm. – White.
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LA SIERRITA

This group is also very important, because of the great 
abundance of petroglyphs, of which I have only been 
able to copy a part, many of them being effaced. Here 
there is only one color, red-brown. La Sierrita is in the 

same region as the preceding groups. It is a frequently 
visited aguaje (Fig. 8). The paintings are more or less 
everywhere, on the two banks of the arroyo that, last 
November, contained scarcely a puddle of water.

Figure 9 represents two groups of paintings, the 
lower about 40 cm. by 20 cm., and the upper 30 cm. by 

Figure 6.  Large group of paintings of San Julio. – 3 m. by 2 m. – Red and yellow.

Figure 7.  Petroglyphs of the 
arroyo of San Julio. – 1 m. by 

60 cm. – Red and yellow.

Figure 8.  Aguaje of La Sierrita.




