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Cal Women’s Rowing: A Half Century of Women’s Crew at Berkeley. 

By Oliver O’Reilly and the members of The Cal Women’s Rowing History Project 

Part I, Introduction: About the Cal Women’s 

Rowing History Project 

With the celebration of 50 years of Title IX in 2022, a group of Cal Women's Crew alumnae along 

with Cal alumni, coaches, faculty, staff, and students were inspired to create a living archive for the 

History of Women’s Rowing at Cal. This history project is compiling a record of the ever-growing 

accomplishments of Cal Women’s crew that we hope will inspire others who follow in their wake. 

The triumphs achieved by women both on and off the water during and after their time at Cal are 

testimonies to their extraordinary talents, resilience, intelligence, athleticism, and persistence. 

With the celebration of 50 years of Title IX in 2022, a group of Cal Women's Crew Alumnae along 

with Cal alumni, coaches, faculty, staff, and students were inspired to create a living archive for the 

History of Cal Women's Rowing. This effort is also part of the Celebration of 150 Years of Women 

at Berkeley(link is external). There is such a rich history of extraordinary women coming through 

the program and our goal is to capture the shared history, spirit, and team culture that continues to 

grow and produce strong female leaders. The archive will continue to document the program from 

its inception to the present day. 

Please feel free to contact us at calwomensrowinghistoryproject@gmail.com(link sends e-mail)(link 

sends e-mail) if you have any questions or wish to discuss any contributions you would like to make 

to this project. 

Row on you Bears!  

The Cal Women’s Rowing History Project 

The Project Committee membership is as follows: 

Adrienne McConnell, Class of 1994  

Anne Simpson, Class of 1978 
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Alexandra Donlon Treene, Class of 1990 

Adrienne Martelli, Cal Women’s Rowing Associate Head Coach 

Alice Lee, Class of 1982 

Barb O'Neill, Class of 1980 

Carol Sanoff, Class of 1969 

Cory Bosworth, Class of 1999 

Courtney Dettlinger, Class of 1993 

Dana Tilson, Class of 1983 

Elise Etem, Class of 2012 

Erin Cafaro, Class of 2006 

Hunter Deuel, Class of 2019 

Ilene Wagner, Class of 1967 & Coach 1967-1969 

Jean Hayward, Class of 1978 

Jane Toro, Class of 1977  

Jean Sacconaghi Strauss, Class of 1978 

Joy Hagin, Class of 1982 

Julie Nichols, Class of 2000  

Karl Drlica, Cal PhD 1971 & Coach 1965-1969 

Katie Swanson Haverluk, Class of 2007 

Katie Stone, Class of 1983 

Kendall Chase, Class of 2016 

Liz Behrens, Class of 1990 

Liz Miles, Class of 1977 

Megan Cooke Carcagno, Class of 2002 

Nannette Adair, Class of 1981 

Nancy Denison, Class of 1982 

Oliver O'Reilly, UC Berkeley Vice Provost of Undergraduate Education, Prof. of Mechanical 

Engineering, & Cal Faculty Athletics Representative 

Pauline Velez, Class of 1981 

Peter Lippett, Class of 1958 & Assistant Coach 1974-1975 

Pat Spratlen Etem, Class of 1979 

Sheila Humphreys, UC Berkeley EECS Emerita Director of Diversity 

Val McClain, Class of 1982 

The following individuals provided invaluable assistance to us in composing and editing material 

for the online archive: 

Anthony Yuen, Class of 1998 

Dasha Wohlfarth, Class of 2026 

Lewana Su, Class of 2023 

Ophelia Kimber, Class of 2026 

Rachel Peterkofsky, Class of 2026 
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