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Charles Norman Mason

Turning and Turning in the Widening Gyre 11

Flute
Oboe
Bass Clarinet
Bassoon
Horn in F
Trmpet in C
Tombone
Violin
Viola
Cello
Double Bass
Percussion (Vibraphone &
Bass Drum)
Piano

Duration 13:29



Turning and Turning in the Widening Gyre Il for chamber ensemble was written for Shawn Crouch and Ensemble Ibis.
The title is from a Yeats’ poem. The piece rapidly alternates between eight motives, in a sort of spinning of the motives
around each other. While the composition is not meant to depict Yeats’ poem literally, it is intended to create the sense of
spinning out of control, of a zeitgeist that harks back to times that were dark and prone to hatred, the sense of history
cycling back to darker days.

Charles Norman Mason has been recognized repeatedly for his originality and attention to color. Peter Burwasser of
Fanfare writes that Mason’s music speaks in a “boldly, original voice”. High Performance Review states that the music is
“full of invention... funky and colorful... consistently ingenious.” Katherine Porlington writes in Upstate Music (NY)
“...Mason's Senderos Que se Bifurcan... is, without doubt, one of the finest new clarinet chamber works of the past
twenty years.”

Mason has received many awards for his compositions including the 2008 American Composer Orchestra “Playing it
Unsafe” prize, the 2005 Rome Prize (Samuel Barber Rome Prize Fellowship), the International Society of Bassists 2004
prize, 2015 Fresh Minds selection prize, 2015 Visiones Sonares featured composer, the 1998 Premi Internacional de
Composicié Musical Ciutat de Tarragona Orchestra Music prize, a 1994 National Endowment of the Arts Individual Artist
Award, 2002 First Prize in the Atlanta Clarinet Association Composition Competition, a 1998 Plymouth Music Orchestra
Reading fellow, a 1995 Delius Prize, a 1996 Dale Warland Singers Commission Prize, and a 1989 honorable mention in
the International Bourges Electro-Acoustic Composition Competition. In 2009 he received the Outstanding Alumni award
from the University of Miami Frost School of Music.

His music has been performed throughout the world and broadcast on a number of radio stations including “Performance
Today” on NPR and RIAA in Italy and his compositions were the subject of two radio programs on Mexico’s Opus 94 on
94.5 FM.

For a number of years, Mason has explored isolation and connectedness as well as architecture (what he refers to as
Porous Architecture). He has also worked in collaboration with artists such as New York video artist Sheri Wills, New
York photographer Richard Barnes, and Video artist Alex Schweder. Mason’s collaborative works with video have
appeared in Yerba Buena (San Francisco), Howard House (Seattle), American Academy in Rome, and the ISPIN Gallery
(New York). His work, Murmurs was featured in the New York Times magazine and the on-line magazine FLYP media.

In addition to his year in Rome having won the 2006 Rome Prize, Mason was a composer in residence at the
International Centre for Composers in Visby, Sweden, a resident composer at the Hambidge Center, the University of
Alaska in Fairbanks, the ppianissimo New Music Festival in Bulgaria, and has had two residencies with "Escape To
Create.”

His music is available on fifteen different compact disc recordings on Albany Records, Innova Recordings, Quindecim
Recordings, North/South Consonance Recordings, Capstone Recordings, Seamus recordings, and Living Artist
Recordings labels. His music is published by Living Artist Publishing.

Dr. Mason is chair of the composition department at the Frost School of Music, University of Miami and professor of
composition.
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