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“Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history.
We, of this Congress and this administration,
will be remembered in spite of ourselves.
No personal significance, or insignificance,
can spare one or another of us.

The fiery trial through which we pass will light

us down in honor or dishonor, to the latest generation.”

Abraham Lincoln

PROGRAM NOTES

The Fiery Trials Through Which We Pass... was composed as a celebratory
orchestral fanfare. The quote above 1s from President Abraham Lincoln’s annual
message to congress on December 1, 1862, one month prior to signing the
Emancipation Proclamation. President Lincoln’s passionate speech inspired this
fervent and fiery fanfare. This form of original ‘Americana’ themed music is an
artistic expression and celebration of the tough and underappreciated journey an
orchestra, its musicians, and members endure through the most trying and
successful societal and economic times.
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