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Introduction 
The statistical tabulations in this volume are based on a Berkeley IGS Poll completed the Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS) at the 
University of California, Berkeley. The findings are based on a Berkeley IGS Poll completed by the Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS) 
at the University of California, Berkeley. The poll was conducted online in English and Spanish May 19-24, 2026, among 8,578 registered 
voters in California. To enable the survey to obtain voter preferences in the Los Angeles mayoral primary election, the survey also included 
an oversampling of registered voters in the city of Los Angeles.  After the conclusion of data collection, the results were weighted to return 
the disproportionate sampling of L.A. City voters to its actual share of the state’s registered voter population. Funding for the poll was provided 
in part by the Los Angeles Times. 
 
Data collection was completed by distributing email and text message invitations to stratified random samples of the state’s registered voters.  
Each email or text invited voters to participate in a non-partisan survey conducted by the University and provided a link to the IGS website 
where the survey questionnaire was housed. Reminders were distributed to non-responding voters and an opt out link was provided for voters 
not wishing to receive further invitations. 
 
Samples of the state’s registered voters were provided to IGS by Political Data, Inc., a leading supplier of registered voter lists in California 
and were derived from information contained on the state’s voter registration rolls, which is a public document. The samples were stratified 
by age and gender to obtain a proper balance of survey respondents.  A separate random sample of Spanish-speakers was drawn from the pool 
of registered voters who requested that their official voting materials be sent to them in Spanish to enable the survey to assess voter opinions 
among the state’s Spanish-speaking voters. 
 
To protect the anonymity of respondents, voters’ email addresses, cell phone numbers and all other personally identifiable information derived 
from their voter record were purged from the data file and replaced with a unique and anonymous identification number during data processing.  
After the completion of data collection, post-stratification weights were applied to the survey data file to align the sample of registered voters 
surveyed to population characteristics of registered voters statewide and within major regions of the state on a wide range of variables.  More 
information about the survey methods used by the Berkeley IGS Poll can be found on the poll’s website at 
https://www.igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll. 
 
The sampling error associated with the survey results is difficult to calculate precisely because of sample stratification and post-stratification 
weighting. Nevertheless, it is likely that findings from the overall registered voter sample have a sampling error of about +/-2 percentage 
points at the 95% confidence level.  A more complete description of the survey methods used by the poll can be found at 
https://igs.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/survey_methods_of_the_berkeley_igs_poll_2026_revised.pdf. 

https://www.igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll
https://igs.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/survey_methods_of_the_berkeley_igs_poll_2026_revised.pdf
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Regional definitions referenced in this report 
 
The results from the state’s geographic regions referenced in this volume are comprised of the following counties:   

Los Angeles County (Los Angeles County)             

LA City (City of Los Angeles)     

Not LA City (all areas within LA County not in LA City)                                                                                

Orange County (Orange County)                                                                                                                    

San Diego County (San Diego County)                                                                                                      

Inland Empire (Riverside, San Bernardino and Imperial counties)                                                                            

Central Coast (Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Benito counties)    

Central Valley (net) (includes all counties in the Sacramento Valley and San Joaquin Valley referenced below)           

Sacramento Valley (Shasta, Tehama, Glenn, Butte, Colusa, Yuba, Placer, Sutter, Yolo, El Dorado, and Sacramento counties) 

San Joaquin Valley (San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, and Kern counties) 

San Francisco Bay Area (Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco, Marin, Napa, Sonoma, Solano, San Mateo, Santa Clara)  

North Coast/Sierras (Del Norte, Siskiyou, Modoc, Humboldt, Trinity, Lassen, Mendocino, Plumas, Sierra, Nevada, Lake, Alpine, Amador, 
Calaveras, Tuolumne, Mono, Mariposa, Inyo counties.) 
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About the Institute of Governmental Studies 
 
The Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS) is an interdisciplinary organized research unit that pursues a vigorous program of research, 
education, publication and public service. A component of the University of California system’s flagship Berkeley campus, IGS is the oldest 
organized research unit in the UC system and the oldest public policy research center in the state.  IGS’s co-directors are Professor Eric 
Schickler and Professor G. Cristina Mora.   
 
IGS conducts periodic surveys of public opinion in California on matters of politics and public policy through its Berkeley IGS Poll. The poll 
seeks to provide a broad measure of contemporary public opinion, and to generate data for subsequent scholarly analysis.  Veteran pollster 
Mark DiCamillo serves as director of the Berkeley IGS Poll. For a complete listing of stories issued by the Berkeley IGS Poll go to 
https://www.igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll.  

https://www.igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll











