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I N MEMOR IAM

Louis Arthur Payen (Jr.), 1940–2013
PHILIP J. WILKE

Emeritus Professor of Anthropology
University of California, Riverside

Bo r n  3 0  Ja n ua ry  19 4 0  i n  S a c r a m e n t o, 
and a lifetime resident of California, Sam Payen 

(as he was known by colleagues, friends, and family) was 
an archaeologist with an enduring focus on California 
native cultures and prehistory. More broadly, though, 
he mastered an incredible body of knowledge about 
northern and central California ethnography and 
prehistory, excavated numerous prehistoric sites, recorded 
many rock art sites, and explored caves in the Sierra 
Nevada for archaeological deposits. He also excavated 

historic sites and became sufficiently knowledgeable 
about historical archaeology that his expertise was 
sought out by others to help in analyzing historic artifacts 
recovered in the course of their projects. He participated 
in salvage excavations at reservoir construction and 
other sites, carried out fieldwork on rock art and surface 
lithic assemblages in Baja California, studied Paleoindian 
archaeology, and critically evaluated alleged pre-Clovis 
discoveries across North America. He engaged in a 
very wide range of research activities, as detailed in the 

Sam Payen near a rock-ring feature on the Gulf Coast of Baja California in the 1980s (photo by Eric Ritter).
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listing of his writings presented here, which identifies the 
colleagues with whom he worked and the major sites 
and projects that were involved. The list of writings is 
no doubt incomplete, and several projects on which he 
collaborated remain to be finished.

Sam was the only child of cattle ranchers whose 
bimodal settlement pattern was focused near Folsom in 
the Sierra foothills and near Loyalton in Sierra Valley. 
The outdoor life exposed him to archaeological traces 
at an early age. While still in high school, he began 
volunteering his time and efforts at the State Indian 
Museum in Sacramento, working on collections under 
the direction of Francis Riddell. Shortly thereafter he 
was influenced by Robert Heizer at Berkeley, which no 
doubt contributed to his interest in rock art studies. His 
first publication, at age 19, on petroglyphs of Sacramento 
and adjoining counties, appeared in the University of 
California (Berkeley) Archaeological Survey Reports in 
1959. There followed an anthropological career of more 
than 40 years, with as much or more time spent in the 
field than any other California archaeologist.

Sam’s higher education began at what was then 
Sacramento State College, where he also completed a 
Master’s degree in 1966 with a thesis entitled Prehistoric 
Rock Art in the Northern Sierra Nevada, California. 
Thereafter he was employed for a number of years as an 
archaeologist by the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation. He returned briefly to graduate studies at 
the University of California, Davis, and then transferred 
to the University of California, Riverside, about 1977, 
where he studied with R. E. Taylor. There he joined the 
latter’s quest to determine the ages of alleged pre-Clovis 
human remains claimed to date from the Pleistocene of 
North America.

Sam earned his doctoral degree in 1982 with a 
dissertation entitled The Pre-Clovis of North America: 
Temporal and Artifactual Evidence. This survey involved 
road trips that he took to most of the 70 major pre-Clovis 
candidate sites across North America, including 15 in 
California. He carried out fieldwork at some of these 
sites. Sam’s work focused on the quality of the evidence: 
the means by which the sites and remains were dated, 
their depositional contexts, taphonomic influences at 
work on them, and the enduring issue of determining 
human vs. natural flaking in lithic assemblages. His 
dissertation is the most comprehensive survey of that 

nature ever undertaken. According to his research, 
evidence for ages beyond 12,000 radiocarbon years B.P. 
was shown to be lacking, or highly debatable, in all cases.

After graduation Sam worked for a number of years 
in Taylor’s radiocarbon dating laboratory, contributing 
significantly to a series of benchmark articles that 
established the ages of a suite of alleged Pleistocene sites 
as all being younger than 11,000 radiocarbon years B.P. 
Working on these projects left him very skeptical with 
regard to the early timing of the entry of Paleoindians 
into the New World and to claims that their arrival had 
occurred far back into the Pleistocene.

Sam had an encyclopedic knowledge of the literature 
in the broad range of topics that captured his interest. In 
part, that knowledge resulted from his having scrounged 
used bookstores for decades in the course of acquiring 
an enormous library that he used to great advantage in 
his writings. An inquiry on almost any esoteric topic in 
California ethnography or prehistory, or on supposed 
late Pleistocene archaeological sites across the continent, 
elicited a response that assured one that Sam had studied 
that literature in great detail.

Most of all, Sam loved archaeological fieldwork. 
When it came to getting out of town and doing fieldwork, 
almost any excuse would do, and he could usually be ready 
to go within the hour. He often worked with graduate 
students on their research projects while at Riverside, 
serving as both volunteer laborer and valued mentor.

I met Sam when he arrived in Riverside for graduate 
studies about the same time that I started work there. 
He often helped me on my projects, usually where some 
help was needed, but where that help was needed to 
be done by just the right person. We spent long and 
interesting days and nights on the ground on those 
projects, shunning the use of a tent whenever possible. 
We often cooked our Spartan evening fare on a rod 
over the fire, and talked late into the night. Normally a 
quiet, reserved, and very private person, at these times 
Sam opened up to nonstop discussions that focused 
on what must have gone on in prehistory, the initial 
entry into the New World, all aspects of traditional 
technology, the practice of archaeology, and a host of 
other topics. We only occasionally lapsed into our mutual 
disgust with the politics of archaeology, which in those 
days was a highly obstructive and well-oiled machine. 
Those fieldwork sessions still provide some of the most 
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cherished memories of my own career. But, for whatever 
reason, we never talked much about our personal lives 
or our families, and in that regard he remained the friend 
who, on that level, I never really knew.

Sam was very humble, a quiet, shy, and retiring 
person, and as a result he was not a very good public 
speaker. That demeanor probably contributed to his 
never having found employment in a museum or 
university context. This was a tragic missed opportunity. 
The knowledge he had, especially that of native 
California material culture, should have been put to good 
use in a major museum context. He could have brought 
out the meaning and significance of the objects housed 
there so they could have been better understood and 
appreciated by California’s Indians and archaeologists 
alike, and by the public at large. He was the last of his 
kind, and our discipline will not see another like him.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

R. E. Taylor, Eric Ritter, Eric Blinman, Karen Swope, and 
G. James West contributed directly to this memorial and to 
the bibliography that follows, which benefitted indirectly by 
input from Jerald Johnson, William Olsen, and Ric Windmiller. 
A longer and more anecdotal tribute, by Eric Ritter, appears in 
California Archaeology.

SELECTED WORKS 
OF LOUIS ARTHUR PAYEN

Brooks, S., R. H. Brooks, G. E. Kennedy, J. Austin, J. R. Firby, 
L. A. Payen, P. J. Slota, Jr., C. A. Prior, and R. E. Taylor

1990	 The Haverty Human Skeletons: Morphological, 
Depositional, and Geochronological Characteristics. 
Journal of California and Great Basin Anthropology 
12:60 – 83.

Ennis, P., E. A. Noltmann, P. E. Hare, P. J. Slota, Jr., L. A. Payen, 
C. A. Prior, and R .E. Taylor

1986	 Use of AMS Analysis in the Study of Problems in 
Aspartic Acid Racemization-Deduced Age Estimates on 
Bone. Radiocarbon 28:539 – 546.

Freeman, P., and L. A. Payen
1983	 A Probable Solstice Site in Northern California. In 

American Indian Rock Art 9, F. G. Bock, ed., pp. 22 – 25. 
El Toro: American Rock Art Research Association.

Jefferson, G. T., P. Ennis, L. A. Payen, P. J. Slota, Jr., R. E. Taylor, 
D. J. Donahue, A. J. T. Jull, and T. W. Linick

1987	 Accelerator Mass Spectrometry 14C Determinations 
on Human Remains from Schuiling Cave, Mojave Desert, 
California. Bulletin of the Southern California Academy of 
Sciences 86:156 –158.

Olsen, W. H., and L. A. Payen
1968	 Archaeology of the Little Panoche Reservoir, Fresno 

County, California. Department of Parks and Recreation 
Archeological Reports 11. Sacramento: State of California, 
Department of Parks and Recreation.

1969	 Archeology of the Grayson Site [CA-MER-S94], 
Merced County, California. Department of Parks and 
Recreation Archeological Reports 12. Sacramento: State 
of California, Department of Parks and Recreation.

1983	 Excavations at CA-MER-130: A Late Prehistoric 
Site in Pacheco Pass. In Papers on Merced County 
Prehistory, pp. 1– 85. Department of Parks and Recreation 
Archeological Reports 21. Sacramento: State of California 
Department of Parks and Recreation.

Olsen, W. H., L. A. Payen, and J. L. Beck
1966	 An Archaeological Survey of Pinnacles National 

Monument, San Benito County, California. Report submit-
ted to the U.S. National Park Service, San Francisco.

Payen, L. A.
1959	 Petroglyphs of Sacramento and Adjoining Counties, 

California. University of California Archaeological Survey 
Reports 48:66 – 92. Berkeley.

1961	 Excavations at Sutter’s Fort, 1960. Department of Parks 
and Recreation Archeological Reports 3. Sacramento: 
State of California Department of Parks and Recreation.

1961	 The Walltown Nisenan. MS on file at the Department 
of Anthropology, California State University, Sacramento.

1964	 “Pipe” Artifacts from Sierra Nevada Mortuary Caves. 
Cave Notes 6(4):25 – 32.

1965	 Potter Creek Cave, 1903 –1965 (Abstract). Cave Notes 
7(5):36.

1965	 Preliminary Report on the Archaeological Investiga
tion of Pinnacle Point Cave, Tuolumne County, California. 
MS on file at California State University, Sacramento.

1966	 An Indian Sweathouse Cave in Central California.  
Cave Notes 8(5):33 – 35.

1966	 Prehistoric Rock Art in the Northern Sierra Nevada, 
California. Master’s thesis, Sacramento State College, 
Sacramento.

1968	 A Note on Cupule Sculptures in Exogene Caves 
from the Sierra Nevada, California. Caves and Karst 
10(4):33 – 39.

1970	 A Spearthrower (Atlatl) from Potter Creek Cave, 
Shasta County, California. Center for Archaeological 
Research at Davis Publications 2:157–170. Davis: University 
of California.

1974	 Archaeological Survey of Potential Locations for 
the Helms Creek Storage Project Construction Camp 
Sites. Report submitted to the Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company, San Francisco.

1978	 Review of The Broken Stones, by H. W. Minshall. 
Journal of California Anthropology 5:142 –143.



142	 Journal of California and Great Basin Anthropology | Vol. 34, No. 2 (2014)

1978	 Smoothshod-Roughshod, an Analysis of the Farriery 
and other Horse Equipment from Two Historic Shoshoni 
Village Sites in Grass Valley, Nevada. In History and 
Prehistory at Grass Valley, Nevada, C. W. Clewlow, Jr., 
H. F. Wells, and R. D. Ambro, eds., pp. 85-103. University 
of California, Institute of Archaeology, Monograph VII. 
Los Angeles.

1982	 Artifacts or Geofacts at Calico: Application of the 
Barnes Test. In Peopling of the New World, J. E. Ericson, 
R. E. Taylor, and R. Berger, eds., pp. 193 – 201. [Ballena 
Press Anthropological Papers 23.] Los Altos: Ballena 
Press.

1982	 The Pre-Clovis of North America: Temporal and 
Artifactual Evidence. Ph.D. dissertation, University of 
California, Riverside.

1989	 Archaeological Excavations at Shoot Hill, Malakoff 
Diggings State Historic Park, Nevada City, California 
(1987 Field Season), with contributions by K. K. Swope, 
R.  M. Yohe II, E. J. Lawlor, A. C. Sanders, and 
O.  F. Clarke. Department of Anthropology, University of 
California, Riverside. Report submitted to the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation, Sacramento.

Payen, L. A., and D. S. Boloyan
1961	 Archeological Excavations at Chilcoot Rockshelter, 

Plumas County, California. Department of Parks and 
Recreation, Division of Beaches and Parks, Archeological 
Reports 4. Sacramento: State of California, Department of 
Parks and Recreation.

1963	 “Tco’se”, an Archaeological Study of the Bedrock 
Mortar-Petroglyph at AMA-14, near Volcano, California. 
Department of Parks and Recreation, Division of Beaches 
and Parks, Archeological Reports 8. Sacramento: State of 
California, Department of Parks and Recreation.

Payen, L. A., M. C. Hall, and M. D. Kelley
1978	 Radiocarbon and Obsidian Hydration Studies 

of Samwell Cave. American Quaternary Association 
Abstracts 5:231.

Payen, L. A., and J. J. Johnson
1965	 Current Cave Research in the Central Sierra Nevada 

Mountains: A Progress Report. Sacramento Anthropo
logical Society Papers 3:26 – 35. Sacramento.

Payen, L. A., and W. Olsen
1969	 Archaeological Investigations in Stampede Reservoir, 

Sierra County, California. Report submitted to the U.S. 
National Park Service.

Payen, L. A., C. H. Rector, E. Ritter, and R. E. Taylor
1979	 Reply to Bischoff, Childers, and Schlemon. American 

Antiquity 44:596 – 599.

Payen, L. A., C. H. Rector, E. Ritter, R. E. Taylor, and 
J. E. Ericson

1978	 Comments on the Pleistocene Age Assignment and 
Associations of a Human Burial from the Yuha Desert, 
California. American Antiquity 43:448 – 453.

Payen, L. A., and L. R. Scott
1982	 An Archaeological Sample Survey of the Hawley Lake 

Area, Sierra County, California. Report submitted to the 
Tahoe National Forest, Nevada City.

Payen, L. A., L. R. Scott, and J. M. McEachern
1969	 Archaeological Reconnaissance in the New Melones 

Reservoir, Calaveras and Tuolumne Counties, California: 
1968 Season. Report submitted to the U.S. National Park 
Service, San Francisco.

Payen, L. A., and R. E. Taylor
1977	 Man and Pleistocene Fauna at Potter Creek Cave, 

California. Journal of California Anthropology 3:51– 58.

Ritter, E., J. W. Foster, R. I. Orlins, L. A.Payen, and P. D. Bouey
1994	 Archaeological Insights within a Marine Cornucopia: 

Baja California’s Bahía de las Ánimas. Pacific Coast 
Archaeological Society Quarterly 30(1):1– 24.

Ritter, E. W., J. W. Foster, R. I. Orlins, L. A. Payen, and P. Bouey
1995	 Informative Archaeological Signatures at Bahía 

de Las Ánimas, Baja California. Estudios Fronterizos 
35/36:151–186.

Ritter, E. W., B. W. Hatoff, and L. A. Payen
1976	 Chronology of the Farmington Complex. American 

Antiquity 41:334 – 341.

Ritter, E. W., and L. A. Payen
1992	 Archaeological Discoveries along Laguna Ojo 

de Liebre, Baja California, Mexico. In Essays on the 
Prehistory of Maritime California, T. L. Jones, ed., pp. 
251– 266. [Center for Archaeological Research at Davis 
Publications 10.] Davis.

Ritter, E. W., L. A. Payen, and C. H. Rector
1978 	 A Brief Note on an Archaeological Reconnaissance 

to Laguna la Guia, Baja California. Pacific Coast Archaeo
logical Society Quarterly 14(1):21– 24.

1979	 The Pictographs of Cueva Huellitas, Baja California 
Sur. Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly 
15(1):32 – 44.

1984 	 An Archaeological Survey of Laguna la Guia, Baja 
California. Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly 
20(1):17– 26.

1989	 Rock Art Representation and Symbolism on the 
Concepción Peninsula, Baja California Sur. In Rock Art 
Papers 6, K. Hedges, ed., pp. 59 – 68. [San Diego Museum 
Publications 24.] San Diego.

Ritter, E. W., C. H. Rector, and L. A. Payen
1982	 Marine, Terrestrial and Geometric Representations 

within the Rock Art of the Concepción Peninsula, 
Baja California Sur. In American Indian Rock Art 7– 8, 
F. G. Bock, ed., pp. 38 – 56. El Toro: American Rock Art 
Research Association.

Snethkamp, P. E., R. E. Taylor, P. J. Slota, Jr., L. A. Payen, and 
R. Madden

1990	 The Goleta Cannons: Age Estimates Based on Typo
logical, Metallurgical, Radiocarbon and Other Evidence. 
Historical Archaeology 24:82 – 91.



 	 IN MEMORIAM | Louis Arthur Payen (Jr.) | Wilke	 143

Stafford, T. W., Jr., A. J. T. Jull, T. H. Zabel, D. J. Donahue, 
R. C. Duhamel, K. Brendel, C. V. Haynes, Jr., J. L. Bischoff, 
L. A. Payen, and R. E. Taylor

1984	 Holocene Age of the Yuha Burial: Direct Radiocarbon 
Determinations by Accelerator Mass Spectrometry. 
Nature 308: 446 – 447.

Taylor, R. E., P. J. Ennis, L. A. Payen, C. A. Prior, and P. J. Slota, Jr.
1986	 Encino Village (CA-LAN-43) Site Radiocarbon 

Determinations: Geophysical/Geochemical Consider
ations. Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly 
22(3):36 – 45.

Taylor, R. E., P. J. Ennis, P. J. Slota, Jr., and L .A. Payen
1989	 Non-age Related Variations in Aspartic Acid Racemi

zation in Bone from a Radiocarbon-dated Late Holocene 
Archaeological Site. Radiocarbon 31:1048 –1056.

Taylor, R. E., and L. A. Payen
1979	 The Role of Archaeometry in American Archaeology: 

Approaches to the Evaluation of the Antiquity of Homo 
Sapiens in California. In Advances in Archaeological 
Method and Theory 2, M. Schiffer, ed., pp. 239 – 283. New 
York: Academic Press.

1988	 Yuha Skeleton. In Historical Dictionary of North 
American Archaeology, E. B. Jelks and J. C. Jelks, eds., 
p. 543. New York: Greenwood Press.

Taylor, R. E., L. A. Payen, B. Gerow, D. J. Donahue, T. H. Zabel, 
A. J. T. Jull, and P. E. Damon

1983	 Middle Holocene Age of the Sunnyvale Human 
Skeleton. Science 220:1271–1273.

Taylor, R. E., L. A. Payen, C. A. Prior, P. J. Slota, Jr., R. Gillespie, 
J. A. J. Gowlett, R. E. B. Hedges, A. J. T. Jull, T. H. Zabel, 
D. J. Donahue, and R. Berger

1985	 Major Revisions in the Pleistocene Age Assignments 
for North American Human Skeletons by C-14 Acceler
ator Mass Spectrometry: None Older Than 11,000 C-14 
Years B.P. American Antiquity 50:136 –140.

Taylor, R. E., L. A. Payen, and P. J. Slota, Jr.
1984	 Impact of AMS 14C Determinations on Considera

tion of the Antiquity of Homo sapiens in the Western 
Hemisphere. Nuclear Instruments and Methods in Physics 
Research 233(B5):312 – 316.

1987	 Radio Carbon Determinations on Modern Wood 
from Chaco Canyon. Appendix C, MF-L. In Investigations 
at the Pueblo Alto Complex, Chaco Canyon, New Mexico: 
1975 –1979. Vol. II, Part 2: Architecture and Stratigraphy, 
Thomas Windes and Frances Mathien, eds. [Publications 
in Archaeology, Vol. 18F, Chaco Canyon Studies.] Santa Fe: 
Branch of Cultural Research, U.S. National Park Service. 

1992	 The Age of the Calaveras Skull: Dating the “Piltdown 
Man” of the New World. American Antiquity 57:269 – 275.

Taylor, R. E., J. M. Suchey, L. A. Payen, and P. J. Slota, Jr.
1989	 The Use of Radiocarbon (14C) to Identify Human 

Skeletal Materials of Forensic Science Interest. Journal 
of Forensic Sciences 34:1196 –1205.

Wilke, P. J., M. McDonald, and L. A. Payen
1986	 Excavations at Indian Hill Rockshelter, Anza-Borrego 

Desert State Park, California, 1984 –1985. Riverside: 
University of California Archaeological Research Unit 
Project No. 772. Report submitted to the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation, Sacramento.



144	 Journal of California and Great Basin Anthropology | Vol. 34, No. 2 (2014)




