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Abstract
This AM Last Page provides educators with a framework they can use to engage learners with clinical images for diagnostic 
reasoning and examination teaching. An image-based teaching moment can deepen physical examination knowledge, aug-
ment visual intelligence, and promote self-directed learning.

Keywords  physical examination, clinical images, clinical reasoning/diagnostic reasoning

Time pressures in clinical practice often limit opportunities for 
bedside teaching. Clinical images (exam findings, sonograms, radi-
ographs, etc.) allow educators to focus teaching moments back on 
patients and offer a powerful, time-efficient way to enhance obser-
vation, physical examination, and diagnostic reasoning skills in 

different medical specialties.1-4 An in-person or asynchronous 
image-based teaching moment, guided by the discussion frame-
work below, can deepen physical examination knowledge, aug-
ment visual intelligence, and promote self-directed learning 
(Figure 1).
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Figure 1  The 3D framework for clinical image-based teaching.
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