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Conceptualizin g th e Wor l d throug h Spatia l  Metaphor s 

. -  A n Analysi s o f  U P / D O WN vs .  S H A N G / X I A Metaphor s 

Lan Chun (95980265R@HKPUCC.POLYU.EDU.HK) 
Departmen t  o f  Englis h 

The Hon g Kon g Polytechni c Universit y 
Hung horn ,  Kowloon ,  Hon g Kon g 

Thi s pape r  take s a  cognitiv e rathe r  tha n a  rhetorica l  approac h 
t o metaphor .  Th e autho r  consider s metapho r  no t  a s a  fanc y 
poeti c skill ,  bu t  a s on e o f  th e basi c mean s throug h whic h 
human being s conceptualiz e th e world . 

Spatia l  metaphor s pla y a n especiall y importan t  rol e i n 
th e conceptualizatio n o f  variou s abstrac t  domains .  Thi s i s 
tru e no t  onl y i n English ,  bu t  i n Chines e a s well .  Ye t  man' s 
physica l  an d cultura l  experienc e provide s man y possibl e 
base s fo r  spatia l  metaphors .  Whic h one s ar e chosen ,  an d 
whic h one s becom e salient ,  ma y no t  b e th e sam e from 
cultur e t o culture . 

I n collectin g he r  data ,  th e autho r  ha s sorte d ou t  200,000 
word s from  Britis h Nationa l  Corpu s an d 200,00 0 word s 
from  Chines e Nationa l  Corpus ,  from  whic h sh e ha s picke d 
up 23 0 lexica l  item s containin g shang ,  19 0 lexica l  item s 
containin g xia ,  31 3 lexica l  item s containin g u p an d 27 0 
lexica l  item s containin g down .  B y analyzin g the m alon g 7 
parameters ,  namel y sense ,  location ,  motion ,  direction , 
destination ,  primar y metaphorica l  extension ,  an d secondar y 
metaphorica l  extension ,  sh e ha s foun d ou t  that : 

1.  Bot h i n Englis h an d Chinese ,  ove r  8 0 % o f  al l  th e 
lexica l  item s carr y metaphorica l  extensions . 

2.  Bot h i n Englis h an d Chinese ,  th e dominan t  metapho r 
i s t o conceptualiz e quantit y throug h space ,  namel y M O RE 
I S UP/LES S I S D O W N.  Unde r  thi s prevailin g metaphor , 
many mino r  metaphor s develop ,  e.g .  highe r  price s ar e up ; 
slowe r  spee d i s down . 

3.  Wlia t  i s  uniqu e o f  Chines e i s t o conceptualiz e tim e 
throug h up/dow n orientatio n - -  P A S T I S U P / F U T U R E I S 
D O W N,  wherea s Englis h seem s t o hav e develope d a  whol e 
set  o f  metaphor s unde r  th e genera l  on e — A  H I G H E R 

D E G R EE O F S O M E T H I NG I S UP/ A L O W ER D E G R EE 
OF S O M E T H I NG I S D O W N.  Fo r  example ,  mor e atfractiv e 
i s up ;  les s sof t  i s down . 

The autho r  conclude s tha t  i n conceptualizin g othe r 
domain s vi a spatia l  metaphors ,  Englis h an d Chines e sho w 
more similaritie s tha n differences .  Thos e difference s tha t  d o 
occu r  ar e du e t o differen t  cultura l  value s treasure d b y 
Chines e an d English . 
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