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Voided Dream 
For String Trio(vl, va, vc) 

by Kai Ono 
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About the Composer 
Kai Ono is a composer as much as he isn’t a cyborg. He is also gravely disappointed in 
the lack of progress in the technology of printers. If he had to choose between feeling 
threatened by his blender or his toaster, he would choose the blender. 

About the Piece 

Maybe I’ve been watching too much Twilight Zone, but something about a romantic 
sci-fi horror story seems so appealing to me right now. In the same way that I often 
mistake true memories of the past with self-conceived dreams from my sleep, I 
wonder if an uploaded consciousness will be able to delude itself into creating false 
memories through an unconscious process. A machine plays back memories of an 
uploaded consciousness, but the memories themselves get retroactively corrupted as 
false ideas are created by the consciousness itself.  

Anyways. About the piece.  

Although the title page specifies six movements, in truth the sections titled 
[loading] are more so interludes/preludes/postludes between movements. The full 
breaks between movements are marked with the caesuras.  

Grace notes are always on the beat. 

This work was created under the aegis of the Gabriela Lena Frank Creative Academy 
of Music and premiered by Michi Wiancko, Melissa Reardon, and Raman Ramakrishnan 
in Gill, MA at Antenna Cloud Farm on Sunday, Oct 13. 
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