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Mixed Media Abstract

Mixed Media is a three part video series about mixed race issues in the U.S., 
including search for identity, cultural mixing, and health.

I did not use a script for the first video in the series. I used script outlines for the 
other two, which will be uploaded with this document. 

Sources:

Interviews and Information Part 1:
Daniel Russell Cheung, UC Berkeley Mixed Student Union President
Kara Turner
Bryan Tong
Mohammad Ali Hugo Armando Mahyari
Stephen Shaw
Patricia Williams
Shazia Kalam
Molly Krost
Taylor Chan

Interviews and Information Part 2:
Aaron Lee
Naomi Lee
Alson Lee
Carol Gillespie, Executive Director of Asian American Donor Program
Kim Nguyen, Asian American Donor Program Outreach Coordinator

Interviews and Information Part 3:
Jivan Atman, Creator and Director of Blasian Narratives
Julian Booker
Marlon Booker
Whitney Ria Francis 
Cenisa Gavin
Shiranthia Goonathilaka
Janei Maynard 
Chris Sanders



Part 1: At University of California (UC), Berkeley, Asian American/Pacific Islander 
(AAPI) students encompass the largest group of mixed race students of any racial 
group at the university. Dr. Dawn Lee Tu, Director of Asian Pacific American Student 
Development at UC Berkeley shared that AAPI students comprise over 38% of the 
undergraduate population and about 2% of those students identify as mixed race. As
seen in the video above, many of these students (and some alumni) have found that 
their identity is not fully recognized or understood by people who have the privilege 
of being able to identify with a single race.

In the UC school system, students are given the option disclose their race upon 
admission (students can choose the option “other” if they wish not to identify).  If a 
student is mixed race – identifies as two or more races – they have the option to 
mark all ethnicities that apply to themselves. UC students can then be pulled via the 
university database into searchable monoracial (one race) categories by individuals 
and communities on campus.   

This system of ethnic identity “trumps” has been used to simplify counting racial 
and ethnic identity, an anonymous source explained. This means that even if a 
student identifies with more than one race, they can still be searched using just one 
of their identities. This does not erase the fact that they are mixed race, but the 
source explained that this is potentially problematic, because this method of 
counting ethnic identity a mixed race person’s racial identities based on a system of 
“trumps” which may not be accurate to their ethnic identities are salient to them at 
any given time. Certain parts of a mixed person’s racial identity may be fluid and can 
change over time, which means that campus services cannot fully support mixed 
race students because their most salient identity/identities may not be accurately 
reflected in how they are counted. . 

Tu said that she hypothesizes that many mixed race students might be choosing the 
“other” option in the racial category. This is yet another roadblock to being able to 
properly serve mixed race student. There are ongoing discussions at UCs as to how 
mixed students can fully be accounted for in all of their unique experiences from 
those experiences of monoracial students.

Production Credits:

Producer, Director, Editor: Akira Olivia Kumamoto

Assistant Producers: Mahlia Posey and Manjula Varghese
Audio Monitors (throughout multiple days): Benjamin Alexander, Angélica Casas, Isara 
Krieger, Mariela Patron, Katherine Rose, Paayal Zaveri

http://opa.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fall_2015_snapshot_january_2016.pdf
http://opa.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/fall_2015_snapshot_january_2016.pdf
http://opa.berkeley.edu/uc-berkeley-fall-enrollment-data
http://opa.berkeley.edu/uc-berkeley-fall-enrollment-data


Part 2:
THIS IS A PARTIAL SCRIPT/OUTLINE 
AND DOES NOT REFLECT THE FINAL 
PRODUCT.

LEE: “It took about a week to figure out 
exactly what type of thing I had. 
Lymphoma.”
“Non-Hodgkins lymphoma.”

*TEXT: Aaron Lee needs a bone marrow 
transplant as a last resort attempt to 
cure his lymphoma. Mixed race folks like 
Aaron are only 4% of the world’s largest 
bone marrow registry, Be the Match*

“When I first started and they told me I 
would need a match, I freaked out 
because I thought I had no chance.”
 
*Aaron is half Chinese, half Ashkenazi 
Jewish (Russian and Polish).*
“I’m the type of person who is like, “I’m 
100% Jewish, I’m 100% Chinese.”

“People like myself who are mixed race 
are in a really different spot when we 
need a match.”

[2]Gillepsie interview, text explain HLA 
with a pause [Human leukocyte antigens 
= unique markers in your DNA that ]

[1]Carol Gillepsie is the executive 
director for the Asian American Donor 
Program (AADP), a nonprofit that 
educates about the need for racially and 
ethnically diverse bone marrow donors 
and holds Be the Match registration 
drives for patients looking for a match. 

[3] Patients are more likely to find an 
HLA match with someone who is the 
same ethnicity as them than with 
someone of a different ethnicity.

GILLEPSIE: A bone marrow transplant really is 
the last resort for many of these patients. 
They've gone through chemotherapy, radiation
maybe or some other drug therapy treatment 
and really their cancer is coming back, if they 
aren't in remission or they can't retain, home 
remission. They need a bone marrow 
transplant in order to save their life.
[1]
When a patient is diagnosed with leukemia or 
a blood-related cancer or disease and needs a 
bone marrow transplant […] 
They are matched with patients that have a 
similar or hopefully perfect HLA match
[3]
Ethnicity plays a major role [in finding a 
match]. It's actually everything
[2]
Mixed race or multiethnic people have a very 
difficult time finding a match because there 
are so few people of mixed ethnicity that are 
registered.



TEXT: Though AADP fundraisers to 
register bone marrow donors often focus
on one patient’s story, all those that are 
registered could be matches for any 
patient. 

Naomi Lee: When people say, "What can you 
do?" The first thing I say is, "If you know 
anyone who's between the ages of 18 and 44, 
ask them to sign up for Be The Match."

AARON: “I have a match for Aaron 
Campaign. Anyone who signs up through
Match for Aaron, they remember that. At 
some point, I’m crossing my fingers, 
they’ll send me a letter saying, hey, 
Match for Aaron found matches for this 
many people.

the fact that I’m able to help other people
who are not in the position to speak out 
for themselves for whatever reason, that 
means a lot. It’s the most I can do 
because obviously can’t be a donor right 
now.”
“quote from Kim at salesforce”
Being mixed has been a big part of who I 
am. My parents both have a really strong 
sense of their cultural identities. They 
both did a really good job of raising me 
with that. I’m the type of person who is 
like, “I’m 100% Jewish, I’m 100% 
Chinese.” There was never a point, even 
when I got sick when I was like, “Why 
was I mixed? I wish I weren’t mixed.”

“I hope, I really really hope that other 
mixed race people see what I’m going 
through and they sign up because once 
upon a time, I was a mixed race person 
who never had lymphoma, never had 
leukemia.”

“When you’re a match for a mixed race 
person, you are the most special person 
in the world.
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“A lot of people tell us, “Don’t think about race. Don’t talk about it. We’re all the same 
underneath.” It’s true that most of us have the same skeleton, but we do have genetic
differences and we do have ancestry differences.”

“It’s true your match could come from anywhere, but if you’re going to ask people to 
sign up and you can only ask 10 people who have a similar ancestry as you, people 
who are mixed.”

“When we talk about mixed, how does that change things?”

“I think it’s really important to not dismiss the question.”

3

“I had this huge mass. Lymph nodes were enlarged.”

“It took about a week to figure out exactly what type of thing I had. Lymphoma.”
“Non-Hodgkins lymphoma.”

“It was the most painful experience of my entire life. I’d never had so much pain and 
I’d never been pushed to that limit with my body before.”

“I was really shocked.”

“You think this isn’t how it’s supposed to go.”

“I didn’t have cancer on my roadmap.”

“If I would need a match, that’s my worst case scenario, that’s my biggest fear.”

“The hardest part is imagining not being here for my brother or my loved ones, 
because I won’t be there for them if I’m gone.”
“I hope people look at my story and feel the need to do something more. On the level 
of everyday people like me who could just do something really simple is joining the 
registry.”

“People like myself who are mixed race are in a really different spot when we need a 
match.”

“I think the most important thing is that when people look at the story of people 
who are mixed race and that factors into their health, and it makes a difference in 
their health, I just want other people to not ignore the importance of who we are and
our ancestries if they could possibly make a difference in our health. Maybe it’s new 
research. I hope one day you’ll be able to look at my genome and just find a cure for 
whatever I have. That would be awesome, but until then, we have to do this 



patchwork of research and patchwork of outreach with different mixed race people 
to make the difference that I would need.”

“I hope, I really really hope that other mixed race people see what I’m going through 
and they sign up because once upon a time, I was a mixed race person who never 
had lymphoma, never had leukemia.”

“As more and more people marry people of different backgrounds, which I think is 
wonderful, this will be a bigger issue for patients like me.”

“When you’re a match for a mixed race person, you are the most special person in 
the world. Being mixed has been a big part of who I am. My parents both have a 
really strong sense of their cultural identities. They both did a really good job of 
raising me with that. I’m the type of person who is like, “I’m 100% Jewish, I’m 100% 
Chinese.” There was never a point, even when I got sick when I was like, “Why was I 
mixed? I wish I weren’t mixed.” Although it would have made life a lot easier for me 
if I were a Caucasian just to find a match.”

“My mixed identity is who I am. My mixed identity is so much a part of who I am that
even if I could change it, I probably wouldn’t. Even if it would save my life.”

“My father makes me this Chinese porridge for breakfast. My mom makes me this 
wonderful chicken soup. In fact, I’m going to ask my mom to make me a matzo ball 
chicken soup because I have a craving for it. It’s what I grew up with. It’s my comfort 
food. When I can’t eat food because of the chemo, we always fall back on the foods 
that they made me when I was a child. More than anything, I think this journey has 
been one of really exploring my identity, who I am.”

“When I say that being mixed is my world, it’s not just who I am and the people who 
raised me, and the people I’m descended from and the stories we share. It’s also the 
world we live in. I live in California in the 21st century. This is a multicultural state. 
This is a place where everyone has different backgrounds and we find that it’s not 
just one story anymore. It’s everyone’s story. It’s many, many different voices. It’s 
just a couple other voices in this big symphony.”
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“When I first started and they told me I would need a match, I freaked out because I 
thought I had no chance but I met other people who had found matches.”

“You have, let’s say, a couple people now who they’re going to follow up with. Those 
people have to show up and get blood tests. You have to wait for that and then at 
some point, they will decide you’re ready for the transplant and they’ll reach out to 
them and they’ll schedule.”



“It’s tough because you don’t want to know. I’m afraid of hearing something bad and 
sometimes, the hope is just what keeps you going on.”

“With ADP or A3M, with any of the orgs, the match allows us to keep track of who 
was a part of which drive.”

“I have a match for Aaron Campaign. Anyone who signs up through Match or Aaron, 
they remember that. At some point, I’m crossing my fingers, they’ll send me a letter 
saying, hey, Match for Aaron found matches for this many people. Maybe I’m one of 
them. Probably not for me in my case, but that’s the sort of fingerprint that they 
leave for patients.”

“People who have gone through this process before, bone marrow registration.”

“They say hey, I haven’t found my match yet but I found matches for eight other 
people, which is pretty cool. Right?”

“You saved eight lives.  For me, that’s why this was important because if I were just 
matching for myself, not that that wouldn’t be unimportant. That would be cool but 
the fact that I’m able to help other people who are not in the position to speak out 
for themselves for whatever reason, that means a lot. It’s the most I can do because 
obviously can’t be a donor right now.”

5

“When you say someone is mixed, like that implies that they’re not pure or 
something, right?”

“When you’re multiracial, you’re owning all those different parts of your identity.”

“For me that’s just very empowering, because also the reality is that we embrace 
more, and I think it goes back to this notion of what’s important for us identifying as 
mixed race or multiracial is not just on an individual level, but as a society.”

“Even if you are not mixed whatsoever, you live in a mixed society.”

Story board

Find out Aaron has cancer, needs bone marrow, mixed marrow match

Carol and Aaron explain bone marrow and difficulties of finding a match for mixed 
patients

Aaron talks about drives and how important they are for finding matches 



Part 3:
THIS IS A PARTIAL SCRIPT/OUTLINE AND DOES NOT REFLECT THE FINAL 
PRODUCT.
BOOKER performing part of his 
monologue

B-roll of BOOKER performing

MARLON BOOKER (performer, Black, 
Japanese, and Native American): 
CALLING MYSELF BLASIAN WAS 
EMPOWERING BECAUSE IT WAS 
ACCEPTING MY WHOLE SELF. 

WHEN I TELL PEOPLE I’M BLASIAN

Performers on stage TEXT: This performance is called 
“Blasian Narratives.” It’s a docutheater 
based on the experiences of folks who 
are multiracial Black and Asian. 

ALT OPTION: 
TEXT: This performance is called 
“Blasian Narratives.” 
JIVAN (creator): *explains Blasian 
Narrative*

GAVIN: I AM BLACK, KOREAN, AND 
ESKIMO. 

GAVIN: I’M NOT ONE OR THE OTHER, 
I’M BOTH AND THAT I DON’T HAVE TO 
PICK BUT THAT THEY MAKE ME ME.

[part from play]

CENISA GAVIN: IT JUST HELPED ME 
FIGURE OUT WHO I AM AND WHAT I 
WANTED TO DO. 

It was created by Jivan Atman, who is full
Cambodian, to address what he felt were 
tensions between Asian American and 
Black American communities. The 
participants’ stories provide a serious, 
humorous, poetic look into how these 
two worlds collide.
GOONATHILAKA: MY MOM IS SRI 
LANKEN, MY DAD’S BLACK. I DIDN’T 



GROW UP WITH A FATHER IN MY LIFE. 
MY MOM RAISED ME AND MY 
BROTHER. EVERYTHING ABOUT OUR 
LIVES GROWING UP WAS VERY SRI 
LANKEN. [MY MOM] DID A GOOD JOB 
TRYING TO PUT ME AND MY BROTHER 
IN BLACK SPACES, WHICH WAS 
INTERESTING BECAUSE WE WERE 
ALWAYS LIKE THE FOREIGN KIDS IN 
BLACK SPACES

[part of play]

GOONATHILAKA: IT’S REALLY TO BE 
LIKE A BRIDGE BETWEEN TWO OF THE 
MOST STEREOTYPICALLY RACIAL 
GROUPS. WE’RE TOLD THAT IT’S SO 
DIFFERENT, BUT REALLY LIKE 
WALKING OXYMORON AND HOW WE 
BRDIGE THOSE GAPS AND TAKE AWAY 
SOME OF THOSE STEREOTYPES 
THROUGH STORYTELLING AND REALLY 
FOSTERING COMMUNITY.

BOOKER: THIS IS NOT JUST A PROJECT 
ABOUT RACIAL IDENTITY, IT’S ABOUT 
IDENTITY PERIOD. DOING THE BLASIAN
NARRATIVES PROJECT HAD OPENED MY
EYES TO THE DYNAMIC AND DIVERSE 
AMOUNT OF PEOPLE THAT REALLY 
EVEN ENCOMPASS THE IDENTITY AS 
WELL.

[part of play]

BOOKER: I HOPE THAT IT SHEDS SOME 
LIGHT ON THE UNIQUE CHALLENGES 
THAT MIXED RACE PEOPLE HAVE. IN 
TERMS OF DEALING WITH IDENTITY 
AND PUSH AND PULL FROM MULTIPLE 
COMMUNITIES THAT THEY 
ENCOMPASS. 



BOOKER: I HOPE THAT IT SHEDS SOME LIGHT ON THE UNIQUE CHALLENGES 
THAT MIXED RACE PEOPLE HAVE. IN TERMS OF DEALING WITH IDENTITY AND 
PUSH AND PULL FROM MULTIPLE COMMUNITIES THAT THEY ENCOMPASS. 

BOOKER: THIS IS NOT JUST A PROJECT ABOUT RACIAL IDENTITY, IT’S ABOUT 
IDENTITY PERIOD. DOING THE BLASIAN NARRATIVES PROJECT HAD OPENED MY 
EYES TO THE DYNAMIC AND DIVERSE AMOUNT OF PEOPLE THAT REALLY EVEN 
ENCOMPASS THE IDENTITY AS WELL.

BOOKER: SOME PEOPLE REJECT THE BLASIAN TERM, SOME PEOPLE EMBRACE IT.

SHIRANTHI GOONATHILAKA: IT’S A MULTIMEDIA PROJECT THAT ENCOMPASSES 
INDIVIDUALS’ MIXED RACE STORIES, SPECIFICALLY FROM BLACK AND ASIAN 
FOLKS. THEY’RE IN A SPOKEN WORD KIND OF FEEL.

GOONATHILAKA: MY MOM IS SRI LANKEN, MY DAD’S BLACK. I DIDN’T GROW UP 
WITH A FATHER IN MY LIFE. MY MOM RAISED ME AND MY BROTHER. 
EVERYTHING ABOUT OUR LIVES GROWING UP WAS VERY SRI LANKEN. [MY MOM] 
DID A GOOD JOB TRYING TO PUT ME AND MY BROTHER IN BLACK SPACES, WHICH 
WAS INTERESTING BECAUSE WE WERE ALWAYS LIKE THE FOREIGN KIDS IN 
BLACK SPACES

GOONATHILAKA: I DON’T REALLY LIKE THE TERM BLASIAN BECAUSE IT FELT 
LIKE…IT’S OWN RACE. BUT I THINK IT’S REALLY ABOUT HOW THESE TWO THINGS
BECOME ONE, AND THAT’S REALLY WHAT WE EMBODY, RIGHT?

GOONATHILAKA: I THINK THE BIGGEST THINGS IS REALLY JUST THE POWER AND 
INDIVIDUAL’S VOICE IN STORYTELLING.

GOONATHILAKA: IT’S REALLY IMPORTANT FOR FOLKS THAT DON’T NECESSARILY 
ALWAYS HAVE A VOICE OR A PLATFORM TO REALLY BE ABLE TO SHARE THEIR 
STORIES IN THEIR MOST RAW AND UNIQUE WAY. I THINK THAT BLASIAN 
NARRATIVES PROJECT DOES THAT REALLY WELL.

GOONATHILAKA: IT’S REALLY TO BE LIKE A BRIDGE BETWEEN TWO OF THE MOST
STEREOTYPICALLY RACIAL GROUPS. WE’RE TOLD THAT IT’S SO DIFFERENT, BUT 
REALLY LIKE WALKING OXYMORON AND HOW WE BRDIGE THOSE GAPS AND TAKE
AWAY SOME OF THOSE STEREOTYPES THROUGH STORYTELLING AND REALLY 
FOSTERING COMMUNITY.



CENISA GAVIN: IT JUST HELPED ME FIGURE OUT WHO I AM AND WHAT I WANTED 
TO DO. 

GAVIN: I AM BLACK, KOREAN, AND ESKIMO. 

GAVIN: I’M NOT ONE OR THE OTHER, I’M BOTH AND THAT I DON’T HAVE TO PICK 
BUT THAT THEY MAKE ME ME.

GAVIN: I FEEL LIKE I’M STARTING TO DEVELOP LANGUAGE THAT I FELT THAT I 
DIDN’T HAVE TO TALK ABOUT AND DEFEND MYSELF TO OTHER PEOPLE. I THINK 
THE EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN GREAT TO EVEN JUST SHARE MY STORY AND LIKE 
UNDERSTAND.

GAVIN: PEOPLE WHO ARE MIXED ARE STRUGGLING A LITTLE BIT WITH 
IDENTIFYING WHAT IT MEANS TO BE BOTH. […] HELP THE SITUATION BY NOT 
TELLING PEOPLE THAT THEY’RE NOT WHO THEY SAY THEY ARE AND NOT 
TELLING PEOPLE THEY’RE NOT ENOUGH OF ANYTHING




