UC Merced
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science
Society

Title
The Phenomenological Mind: Foregrounding Experience Through CognitiveAnti-realism and
Quantum Cognition

Permalink
bttgs:géescholarshiQ.orggucéitem45944g88j
Journal

Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, 41(0)

Authors
Hoyte, Pamela
Bruza, Peter
Thompson, Greg

Publication Date
2019

Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5q44q88z
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

The Phenomenological Mind: Foregrounding Experience Through Cognitive
Anti-realism and Quantum Cognition
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Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Qld, Australia
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Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, QLD, Australia

Greg Thompson
Queensland University of Technology , Brisbane, Qld, Australia

Abstract

Two perspectives on human cognition are contrasted: the computational mind and the phenomenological mind. The com-
putational mind derives from the cognitivist hypothesis and is based on representation, computation and realism. While
useful for cognitive modelling, it is limited as it cannot cater for a cognitive agents experience. The phenomenological
mind foregrounds experience by drawing on the concept of the enactive mind. The phenomenological mind refers to a
view of cognition that is not predicated on the pre-existing mental representation of an objective world, and so is cog-
nitively anti-realist and non-representational. Quantum cognition offers the prospect for cognitive modelers to step out
of the computational mind but still have tools to rigorously and formally explore the anti-realism inherent to the phe-
nomenological mind. The concept of contextuality from quantum cognition is proposed as a signature of experience in the
phenomenological mind.
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