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of a liminal nature

for chamber orchestra

Lisa Robertson

duration: c. 8'20''

Score in C

Programme Note

This piece considers different moments of liminality in the human condition regarding nature. 

I. Encountering the Wild 

The first section illustrates the position of a human in nature as both an insider and an outsider and the transition point between those 

mental states. Nature can be viewed from the outside and admired. However, one can also, on immersion in nature, feel and become an 

integral part of the natural world.  In this section the orchestra starts by imitating birdsong material and other natural sounds. 

This builds in intensity into a loud unison transcription of an archive recording of a Gaelic folk song in which the original folk singer 

imitated different bird calls.

II. Wilderness Transcendence 

The second section is about a moment of liminality which might happen, for example, when alone in a still forest, gazing out to the sea's 

horizon or standing at the top of a beatuiful mountain and feeling a sense of spirituality, as if getting a glimpse of a higher plane of being

whilst still having one foot rooted in the normality of life. Fragments of another folk song imitating the melancholy call of a redshank are heard.

III. Natural Disaster

The third section considers the power of nature when damaged by humans. The natural word is now in a liminal, transition period, being 

damaged, but not yet totally destroyed. In this section, musical material from the previous sections returns and deteriorates as if the natural 

sounds from the previous sections are being destroyed. The piece ends having spiralled towards a loud and chaotic display of nature's power 

and the terrible potential consequences of continued destruction of the natural world. 
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I. Encountering the Wild:

Humanity's liminal perspective of nature. Simultaneously outside and within.
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III. Natural Disaster:

       The world in a liminal time. Destroying, not yet totally destroyed.
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