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Instrumentation

Flute
Clarinet in Bb (doubling bass clarinet)

Percussion - slapstick, xylophone, bass drum
Piano

Violin
Viola
Violoncello

Program Note

...the arc of a tear... was inspired by the poem §l E (The Arc) by i3 (Gu Cheng), a member of
the "Misty Poets", a group of twentieth-century Chinese poets who reacted against the restrictions on
art during the Cultural Revolution.

The poem describes human lives as an arc that starts lowly, peaks in the middle and evetually fades
away towards the end of the short lives. ...the arc of a tear... portrays human lives with the arc of
descending melodic lines that symbolize tears.



Performance Note

1.Barlines do not provide accentuation in a traditional sense, they serve as guidelines for rehearsal
purposes.
2. The microtonal fingerings for the flute are only suggestions.

Duration: 10'10"

'This is a transposed score.



Transposed ...the arc of a tear...
A Dedicarion to No Exit New Music Ensemble
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