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JOSE VELIZ

Choices

Interactive piece
for orchestra & audience

Audience participation through real time voting using smartphones
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INSTRUMENTATION

Presentation Part

Flute/Piccolo
Oboe

Clarinet in Bb/Clarinet in Eb
Bassoon/Contrabassoon

Trumpetin C 1 & 2
HormminF 1 &2
Trombone 1 & 2

Tuba

Drumset

Percussion
(Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Timpani)

Piano
Harp

Violin I
Violin 11
Viola

Violoncello
Double Bass

DURATION: 12-22+ min. (dependent on audience)

*Fixed duration can be achieved by eliminating certain questions



iv

Choices

Program Notes

Choices 1s part of a series of interactive pieces with the purpose of giving audience
members the opportunity to be a part of the music while it’s taking place, and to create
a unique experience that can never be recreated with the same collective imagination.

To get a better idea of how it looks/works visit josevelizmusic.com/interactive

Performance reference at:

josevelizmusic.com/choices

Conductor resources, technology requirements, and further

instructions can be found on page 36.

A consultation to explain in detail all of the necessary information for

performance can be requested at josep.veliz@gmail.com
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Jose Veliz

Give hand sign that corresponds to answer.
*Do this for all Xs with words "Adding" or "Loading"

Wait for answer

ign to begin

hand s
Instrument selected play, the others rest until cued to play
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Choices

Program Notes

Choices is part of a series of interactive pieces with the purpose of giving audience
members the opportunity to be a part of the music while it’s taking place, and to create a
unique experience that can never be recreated with the same collective imagination. To get a

better idea of how it looks/works visit josevelizmusic.com/interactive

How It Works

Choices makes use of the live voting application Poll Everywhere in conjunction with a
presentation software (preferably Keynote, but PowerPoint is also an option) to let the
audience vote on what should happen next in the music as it’s happening. An individual, which
will be referred to as the presenter, is in charge of controlling the presentation, which is shown
through a projection or screens for the audiences to look at the questions and answers. The
presentation is linked with the live voting software so that as audience members see the
questions they can use their cellphones to vote and decide what should happen. The presenter
is in charge of following the provided part and do the following:

e Change/select questions at the appropriate time
e Based on the visual representation of the answers, select the appropriate
answer to be shown at the moment dictated by the part
More information about how the mechanisms work, and the responsibilities of the presenter
can be found in the Computer and Presenter Part Explanation document. This can be found

inside the performance material folder alongside with the performance slides.

Additional information/explanations can be requested to josep.veliz@gmail.com



Notes to Conductor

The following notes are shown and further explained in pages ix-x, with annotated

samples from the score. Notes are as follows:

e Score is laid out to show multiple possible score lines on top of each other. A score line is
the full score for one of the multiple answers chosen by the audience. The score line
followed will be denoted by the audience choice shown projected. (E.qg. if projection
shows audience picked Bright then you’d show the proper hand sign and follow the score

line under that title)

Each of the score lines will be separated by large caesura marks on the left margin of the
score. These lines can be referred to the musicians as lines 1-4 according to their position
from top to bottom. *Musicians’ parts will have multiple lines that correspond to each of

the orchestral lines in the score (see Annotated Sample Part —page xiii for more info)

Large boxed text is used to label what each of the score lines corresponds to, and when
they have an arrow at the end they serve as warning indicators about upcoming shifts of

scores based on audience choices.

Large “X” marks on presentation part indicate the moment in which slides projected will
change to show the following question or answer.
o “X” on the presentation part with the word “Adding” on top show the exact moment
in which the audience answer will be projected, and at that moment you should

show the hand sign to the musicians so they know what score line to move to at the

rehearsal mark

e Hand gestures shown to the left of the margin are the gestures that should be shown to the
performers to indicate which line of score they should be playing.

o Exceptions: beginning, rehearsal marks I-K, and rehearsal mark Q
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= |n these sections hand gestures are used to indicate when instruments should

begin or stop playing their corresponding part *For clarification refer to
Choices Guide Sheet — page xii

e \When taking repeats musicians are instructed on their parts to play a specific line when
going back. Refer to Choices Guide Sheet for more info.

e For ease of readability, the score hides instrument staves when the instruments are resting

e [For beginning and ending of piece, instrument sections will be added/taken out based on
what the audience wants. In the beginning, every instrument section that hasn’t been
added will continue to rest until instructed otherwise, or until rehearsal mark D

o Whenever an instrument section is picked in rehearsal mark A, the section will join

in score line 1

o If instrument section is picked while they are playing in rehearsal mark A, the
section will change into score line 2

e Additional information or explanations can be requested at josep.veliz@gmail.com
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Annotated Score Sample 2
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Technology

This piece requires the use of the live voting application Poll Everywhere
controlled by an individual during the performance. The performance requires a the
following:

e Computer with presentation software (Keynote preferable but PowerPoint
option available)

e A projector or large screens visible to audience

e Good internet and/or phone signal

e not necessary but helpful — additional screen monitors for conductor and
musicians

Parts provided which are meant for the individual running the computer
e Computer and Presenter Part Explanation

e Performance slides
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Choices Guide Sheet

The following guide sheet can be found under the performance materials folder

of the shared drive. This guide sheet is directed for the musicians of the orchestra

and should be given to them to understand what happens at each section of the piece.

Guide sheet is available in the parts folder.

Choices Guide Sheet
Rehearsal Instructions
Mark
Beginning Flute piano or violins begin playing on hand cue. Section that is not chosen rests until next section

WWs, brass, pro, perc., or strings added on hand cue. If not chosen rest until cued.

A REPEAT THIS SECTION 5 TIMES TOTAL (this includes repeats when you are resting). Once you begin
playing continue on the same line unless cued again, which then you’d switch lines

B FL, tpt, pno, or violin solo on hand cue. Everyone else continue playing on the same line

C No changes, continue on same line. Go back here if repeat taken

D Bright (1), warm (2), or dark (3) on hand cue (If resting before this point, join in on appropriate line)

E Static (1), flow (2), dark flow (3) on hand cue

F Right before F take repeat (back to C) or continue on same line, depending on hand cue. If repeat taken WWs,
perc, pno go to line 1; brass and strings go to line 2.

G Playful (1), or strict (2) on hand cue

H Faster: playful (1), strict (2) Slower: playful (3), strict (4) on hand cue
From I through L continue in the same line you were playing at H (*Clarinet, perc 1 and pno not affected by
hand cues)

I Oboe and/or violins play on hand cue. If one of the 2 hand signs on your music is not shown rest until next
rehearsal mark. NOTE: ONCE YOU START PLAYING CONTINUE PLAYING UNTIL L

3 WWs and/or strings play on hand cue. If one of the 2 hand signs on your music is not shown rest until next
rehearsal mark. NOTE: ONCE YOU START PLAYING CONTINUE PLAYING UNTIL L

K Brass and/or perc 2 play on hand cue. If one of the 2 hand signs on your music is not shown rest until next
rehearsal mark. NOTE: ONCE YOU START PLAYING CONTINUE PLAYING UNTIL L

L EVERYONE PLAY LINE 1

M Right before M take repeat (back to F line 1) or continue on same line, depending on hand cue

N Romantic (1), or aggressive (2) on hand cue

o Full orchestra continues with hand cues (1) or (2). Cues (3) or (4) is piano solo (3 being romantic and 4 being
aggressive)

P If previously playing line (1) or (3) continue in line (1). If playing line (2) or (4) continue in line (2)
Right before Q take repeat (back to M) or continue on same line, depending on hand cue. Repeat Q indefinitely

Q until your section is cued to stop with hand cue. (NOTE: PLAY DOWNBEAT OF Q WHEN STOPPED).

Sections will be removed one by one until one is left and then that last section is cued to stop, the piece ends.
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Annotated Part Sample
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