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WE ARE OCEAN PEOPLE: INDIGENOUS LEADERSHIP IN MARINE CONSERVATION
CINDY BOYKO & ‘AULANI WILHELM, GUEST EDITORS

Community Sampling for Ocean Acidification in South Central AlasmI’

ugach Regional Resources Commission

Watch > https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KyUXCJt2CA

The Chugach Regional Resources Commission (CRRC) is a Tribal non-profit fish and wildlife commission
established in 1984 by the Tribes of Prince William Sound and Lower Cook Inlet. The Alutiiq Pride Marine
Institute (APMI), a division of CRRC, is a mariculture technical center located in Seward, Alaska, focused on
providing subsistence resource harvest opportunities to Tribal members.

An ocean acidification monitoring program, conducted by APMI and CRRC, has been bridging the gap
between Western science and residents of coastal communities in South Central Alaska. Continuous ocean
acidification monitoring by APMI, the collection of discrete ocean acidification samples, and exposure studies
provide climate data for researchers to utilize in studying trends and high-level science. The discrete ocean
acidification sampling program is conducted by natural resource specialists in Alaska Native communities in
Southcentral Alaska. This video features
natural resource specialists from Native
Village of Port Graham and the Seldovia
Village Tribe, who have been building
their capacities for years to manage local
environmental protection programs.
Utilizing local residents to conduct

the sampling is a cost-effective way to
expand the spatial ocean acidification
dataset coverage, build capacity in those
communities, and broaden the local
knowledge for residents most affected by
changing ocean conditions.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OKyUXCJt2CA
https://www.crrcalaska.org
https://www.alutiiqprideak.org/
https://www.alutiiqprideak.org/

Continuing work is critical to under-
standing the effects of ocean acidification
on important food resources for the
Tribes in the South Central region. The
community response and interest have
been overwhelming, and the interest
outside the region also continues to

grow. This video was made to impress
upon the natural resource specialists and
community leaders the importance of

the sampling program and how it fits into
the bigger world of ocean acidification
research. It is also intended to educate the
samplers and leaders on the results to date
and provide them the background needed
to share the importance and results with
residents of these communities.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Stephen Payton

IGAP Regional Environmental Coordinator
Chugach Regional Resources Commission
stephen@crrcalaska.org
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Parks Stewardship Forum explores innovative thinking
and offers enduring perspectives on critical issues of
place-based heritage management and stewardship.
Interdisciplinary in nature, the journal gathers insights
from all fields related to parks, protected/conserved
areas, cultural sites, and other place-based forms of
conservation. The scope of the journal is international.
It is dedicated to the legacy of George Meléndez
Wright, a graduate of UC Berkeley and pioneer in
conservation of national parks.

Parks Stewardship Forum is published online at
https://escholarship.org/uc/psf through eScholarship,
an open-access publishing platform subsidized by

the University of California and managed by the
California Digital Library. Open-access publishing
serves the missions of the IPPB and GWS to share,
freely and broadly, research and knowledge produced
by and for those who manage parks, protected areas,
and cultural sites throughout the world. A version of
Parks Stewardship Forum designed for online reading is
also available at https://parks.berkeley.edu/pst.

For information about publishing in PSF, write to
psf@georgewright.org.

Parks Stewardship Forum is distributed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0

International License (CC BY-NC 4.0).

The journal continues The George Wright Forum,
published 1981-2018 by the George Wright Society.
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