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Haiku Sonata (no. 1) for Violin and Piano Zaq Latino

i. autumn skin beaet red
ii. as it snowed in october
iii. summer’s slice burnsz still

The composition of this piece, the first completed multi-movement opus of my career, began in
the summer of 2015. | was stage managing at the Bowdoin International Music Festival in
Brunswick, Maine and | was miserable. | was missing home terribly. To cope, | had become
obsessed with violin sonatas: listening to them online, whichever ones | could find. | decided to
channel this new obsession and my feelings of homesickness towards the composition of my
own sonata; this piece was conceived. However, what | actually wrote at Bowdoin was thrown
out entirely because | ended up hating it.

After that summer, | returned to Ithaca College for my junior year and continued my
studies under Dr. Jorge Grossmann (who also hated the piece | had composed over the
summer). With his guidance, | crafted the movement which would later be known as ‘as it
snowed in october’. It was premiered at the composition premieresconcert that semester and |
was able to get a recording of the performance. | was obsessed with my own recording,
honestly, and excited that | was able to emulate the magic of the violin sonata that | thought so
many other composers had mastered. My obsession with this recording led to an influx of ideas
for further movements. Thus, the other two were written over the following winter break in quite
an unusually brisk pace.

The idea for a “haiku sonata” was inspired by the initial idea of having the title of each
movement function as a line in a haiku (5 syllables, 7 syllables, 5, again). The poetry which |
came up with serves as an homage to my summer at Bowdoin and the feelings | experienced
while there. | grew a lot as a person living on my own and | learned a great deal about
independence and the baggage that comes with only being able to rely on yourself for complete
fulfillment.

After this piece’s incredible premiere by its original artists (Esther Witherell, violin; and
June Sang-ko, piano), | decided that there were some things that could be changed in order to
improve moments of the piece. Even though | thought this right away, it took me two whole
years to find the inspiration to make these changes. In December of 2017, the end of the first
semester of my Master in Music degree, | was presented with the opportunity to have this piece
performed again, and as many artists know, with deadline comes inspiration. This is the sonata
in its final form. And | couldn’t be happier with its ultimate version.

This piece is my sentiment to the blossoming adult. Live well, explore, and make music.
Thank you for performing or studying my work. | hope it finds you well.
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Electric, like the beginning,

now even faster!
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