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Instrumentation 

 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets in B-flat 

2 Bassoons 

 

4 Horns in F 

3 Trumpets in C 

3 Trombones 

Tuba 

 

Timpani 

Percussion 

Player 1: (Glockenspiel, Tam-tam) 

Player 2: (Triangle, Chimes, Suspended Cymbal) 

 

Strings 

 

  



 

Program Note 

 
We take for granted the fact that the Earth revolves around the sun. But from as early as the 4th century BCE 

to about five hundred years ago, the Earth was believed to be the center of the universe. The notion that we 

are not the center of the cosmos defied our senses - our eyes tell us that the sun moves about the Earth. For 

centuries, scientists, philosophers, and clergy had taught the geocentric model. The adoption of 

heliocentrism – the model in which the Earth and other planets revolve around the sun – was the most 

significant reversal in human perception to have jarred human thought. It was not merely a scientific 

development that expanded our understanding of the world around us; it fundamentally changed the way we 
see our place in the universe.  
 

By the time Galileo Galilei was born in 1564, Nicolaus Copernicus’s theories of heliocentrism were already 

some fifty years old and had been widely circulated via his seminal book, On the Revolutions of Heavenly 
Spheres. By no means did Galileo discover that the Earth revolved around the sun. But he has become the 

most notorious champion of the model.  

 

The controversy surrounding Galileo’s stance on heliocentrism and the condemnation of the Catholic 

Church has been well noted. In 1616, after Galileo began writing about the heliocentric model, the Church 

formally declared heliocentrism heretical and demanded that Galileo abandon teaching and defending the 

theory. Galileo did so, until 1623 when his friend and admirer Cardinal Maffeo Barberini became Pope 

Urban VIII. Emboldened by his new ally in the Vatican, Galileo began work on a new manuscript and, in 

1632, published his Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems, pitting heliocentrism against the long-

accepted geocentric model put forth by Ptolemy and sanctioned by the Catholic Church. The book quickly 

attracted the wrong kind of attention, and Galileo was brought before the Roman Inquisition to stand trial. 

He was found “vehemently suspected of heresy” and was sentenced to formal imprisonment, living out the 

rest of his life under house arrest.  His Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems was placed on the 

Index of Forbidden Books, where it would remain until 1835.  

 

Under the threat of torture Galileo disavowed his belief in the heliocentric model. It is reported that upon 

recanting and affirming his belief that the Earth does not revolve around the sun, Galileo muttered the 

phrase eppur si muove: and yet it moves. It is from this apocryphal episode that this music takes its name. This 

piece – with echoes of cathedral bells, counter-reformation plainchant and polyphony, and expansive 

harmonies that rotate and revolve – is a tribute to Galileo, who in his audacity and genius helped us better 

understand the cosmos and our place within it. This music is also a resounding affirmation of those truths 

that, for whatever purpose, we deny, suppress, and cannot bring ourselves to embrace. 

 

It is a mantra. There are things that couldn’t possibly be – and yet it moves.  
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