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STURDIVANT ADAMS

POLIN

for orchestra

1st place, 2018 Royal Northern Sinfonia Young Composers’ Competition, United Kingdom

1st place, 2017 Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra Composition Competition, United Kingdom



Instrumentation

Flute 1
Flute 2
Oboe 1
Oboe 2
Clarinet 1 in Bb
Clarinet 2 in Bb
Bassoon 1
Bassoon 2

Horn1in F
Horn2in F
Trumpet 1in Bb
Trumpet 2 in Bb
Timpani
Percussion (2 players)
1. Sus. cymb., Snare Drum, Bass drum
2. Tubular bells, Vibraphone, Tam-tam
Harp

Strings (min. 6-4-4-4-2)

Score in C

Duration: 10 minutes



Composer’s Note

POLIN (pronounced po-lin) is an expression of the story of the Polish Jews as powerfully conveyed by Warsaw's POLIN
Museum of the History of the Polish Jews. The movement starts as the story of the Polish Jews starts, surrounded by the
magic of pure nature one thousand years ago. Through this lens, a mythical descent from the heavens of a slip of paper
urging Jews to find home in Poland is interpreted through a prolonged descent from the upper reaches of the orchestra to
its lowest depths. As the piece progresses, it is both a celebration of the early, intricate development of this culture, as well
as a shadow of the terrible suffering its people were to endure. The Polin melody is the central guiding element of the piece,

embodied most directly through a solo oboe near the beginning of the piece. A second “faith” motif is introduced, which
reaches up toward the sky, emphasizing the centrality of God and faith in Polish Jewish life. After the violent climax, the
Polin melody is heard once more in a solo oboe, but this time, unable to form completely, it remains caught on one note,
jumping to the end of the phrase. In the final moments, the oboe's song is joined by three solo violins, seeking a path
upwards in - and through - the darkness. There is a pulse, a glow, at the end, signaling continuation - life.
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