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generated bibliography, produced in accordance 
with your profile, is mailed to you promptly . You 
may, of course, have your interest profile 
changed at any time. 

Current-awareness service, also known as 
selective dissemination of information (SOl), 
is available on an annual subscription basis. 

WHO CAN USE WRISC 

Scientists, engineers, businessmen, managers, 
students, government agencies and their sub
contractors-everyone can use WRISC. 

HOW MUCH DOES WRISC COST 

Retrospective search fees are $20 per hour for 
DOE contractors, $22 for Federal agencies, and 
$23 for others. The hourly fee includes the infor
mation specialists' time in preparing, executing, 
and handling the search. Most retrospective 
searches cost from $25 to $50. 

Annual subscriptions to the current-awareness 
service are $120 for DOE contractors, $138 for 
Federal agencies, and $144 for others. A three
month trial subscription at a prorated cost is 
available upon request. The WRISC staff will be 
happy to discuss any questions you have regarding 
fees. 
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HOW TO USE WRISC 

Further information about initiating a retro
spective search or subscribing to the current
awareness service is available on request from: 

WRISC 
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory 
Building 50, Room 130 
Berkeley, California 94720 
(415) 486-6307 
FTS 451-6307 
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WHAT IS WRISC 

The Western Regional Information Service 
Center (WRISC) at the Lawrence Berkeley Labora
tory offers a computerized search service to those 
interested in energy-related information. 

WRISC has access to the energy data bases of 
the Department of Energy's (DOE) RECON Infor
mation System. The RECON (REmote CONsole) 
files contain up-to-date bibliographic references to 
2 million journal articles, technical reports, confer
ence papers and proceedings, books, theses, 
translations, patents, pamphlets, and films. 

THE ENERGY DATA BASES 

The DOE energy data bases comprise the largest 
and most comprehensive files of worldwide energy 
information. They cover such subject areas as 
energy conservation, storage and conversion; coal, 
petroleum, natural gas, oil shales, and tar sands; 
solar, geothermal, and nuclear energy; fusion and 
reactor technology; other synthetic and natural 
fuels; wind and tidal power; and energy manage
ment and policy. 

The information contained in the files ranges 
from technical research and development reports 
to practical "how-to" articles and nontechnical 
information on energy-related social, economic, 
and environmental concerns. In addition to the 
bibliographic citations, compilations of energy 
research projects and sources of federal energy 
data are available. 

Coal and Coal Products 
Electric Power Engineering 
Energy Conservation 
Energy Management and Policy 
Energy Storage and Conversion 

WHEN WRISC CAN HELP 

WRISC can help when: 

• You are starting a project or writing a 
proposal, paper or thesis by providing 
a list of publications relevant to your subject, 
including dates, titles, sources, and abstracts 

• You are developing an energy-related 
device, product, or process by identifying 
and locating past and present R&D projects, 
related patents, and the most recently re
ported technological advances 

• You want to keep abreast of the latest 
publications in your field or in your spe
cial-interest area by keeping you current in 
the subjects you designate-WRISC pro
vides you with biweekly updates of the latest 
journal articles, technical reports, and con
ference papers 

A WRISC computerized search not only relieves 
you of the tedious work of manually searching the 
literature but often provides more up-to-date 
sources than equivalent printed indexes. Because 
WRISC is flexible, searches can be made as specific 
or as general as your purpose requires. Moreover, 
your WRISC-customized bibliography will provide 
complete references and abstracts, all presented 
in a clear and useful format. 

THE WRISC SEARCH 

When you call or visit WRISC, an experienced 
information specialist will discuss your subject 
search with you. This discussion is an important 
part of your search; the better the specialist under
stands your information needs, the more useful 

Fusion Energy 
Geothermal Energy 
Hydro Energy 
Natural Gas 
Nuclear Energy 
Oil Shales and Tar Sands 

the search results will be. Using the keywords, 
author names, or subject categories most pertinent 
to your topic, a search strategy is then developed. 
(The WRISC staff uses the ED B Subject Thesaurus, 
TID-7000, and EDB Subject Categories, TID-4584, 
in planning searches.) Boolean logic is used to 
restrict or broaden the search. Searches can be 
limited to a particular language, year, or type of 
material; for example, to patents, reports, journals, 
or books. 

After a search has been processed by the com
puter, the selected references are printed by a 
high-speed printer and forwarded to you. 

WRISC SERVICES 

Retrospective Searches 

The retrospective search is an extensive 
review of published work in a given subject area. 
The period covered by the review can be speci· 
fied-within the limits of the files-by the 
user of the service. In some cases, the files 
cover as many as the last ten years. 

Current-Awareness Service 

The current -awareness service is a biweekly 
update that can help you keep current in your 
fields of interest. An individual subject interest 
profile, prepared by the information specialist 
to meet your special needs, is automatically 
processed against each new Energy Information 
Data Base (EDB) tape. (The Energy Information 
Data Base-one of the many DOE energy data 
bases that make up the complete system-is 
the world's largest compilation of current energy
related bibliographic entries). The computer-

Petroleum 
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Wind Energy 



WRlse .jcrofjcbe 
Products 

Literature-search aids derived from 
the DOE Energy Data Base 

In addition to its search services-retrospective 
literature searches and selective dissemination of 
information (SOl) services-WRISC has available, 
on microfiche, a biweekly cumulative Author Index, 
Report Number Index, and tape updates of the DOE 
Energy Data Base (EDB). The tape updates are called 
EDB Tape Contents. 

If DOEjRECON (REmote CONsole) on-line search
ing is unavailable, this WRISC service can significantly 
enhance your literature-search capability. 

The microfiche sets are COM (computer-output
microfilm) by-products of the WRISC SOl processing 
procedures. The cumulative Author Indexes and 
Report Number Indexes, when used in conjunction 
with the biweekly COM issue of EDB Tape Contents, 
provide manual access to bibliographic citations in 
the Energy Data Base. 

These citations contain full bibliographic data, infor
mation on NTIS availability, abstracts, and references 
to the abstract journals in which the publications were 
first announced. Each COM issue of the EDB Tape 
Contents also includes its own index of seven other 
data elements-for example, keywords, subject 



categories, and language-thus making possible 
searches in these other areas. 

WRISC's cumulative Author Indexes and Report 
Number Indexes cover a volume year (24 issues) of 
the EDB tapes; that is, each issue of an index is com
plete to date of issue, within a volume year, and thus 
supersedes previous issues in the same volume year. 
The sources to which the indexes refer-the EDB 
Tape Contents issues-must be kept throughout the 
year because each biweekly issue contains about 5,000 
new citations. 

REMEMBER - the DOE Energy Data Base contains 
all information announced in three abstracting jour
nals: Energy Research Abstracts, Atomindex, and 
Energy Abstracts for Policy Analysis. Subscriptions 
to these journals, which require about six feet of shelf 
space, cost a total of $442 per year. WRISC's sub
scription rate for its microfiche products-cumulative 
Author Index, Report Number Index, and EDB Tape 
Contents-is $103 (less for DOE contractors and 
Federal agencies). 

Subscription rates are given below. Prices quoted 
are for 24 biweekly microfiche issues. 

Other 
DOE Federal 

Contractor Agencies Other 

EDB Tape Contents $42 

Cumulative Author Index $32 

Cumulative Report Number Index $14 

TOTAL SERVICE COST $88 

For additional information contact: 

WRISC 
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory 
Building 50, Room 130 
Berkeley, California 94720 
(415) 486-6307 
FTS 451-6307 

$47 $49 

$36 $38 

$16 $16 

$99 $103 
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