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Positionality:
• Aniyunwiya (Cherokee) and Chicana

• Transfer Student from Modesto Junior College and current Undergraduate Student at UC 
Berkeley

• Family from the reservation in Oklahoma and moved in the 70’s

• Grandfather in the bracero program and my father came to the United States in the mid-90’s

• Born and raised in the Central Valley

• UC Board of Admissions, Board of Governors for the CA Community Colleges, and UC 
Board of Regents



Mixed Methods:
• Proximity maps as areas of influence

• Commuting maps to understand concepts of time in rural v. urban economic 
landscapes + explore edgelands of the Bay Area in the Central Valley*

• Mixing singular value decomposition and agglomerative clustering to more 
accurately display racial geographies of the Valley*

• Literary landscape analysis of the Valley: understanding the emotional shift in 
feelings of environment and urbanization through historical poetry and prose

• Community mapping at the high school level*



Geography of California



State 4-Year 
Un iversities
State 2-Year 
Un iversities



What does it look like to be rural in California?

Poverty?
Poor 

Education?
Cheap 

Housing?

“The State of 
Jefferson”,

Poor and Rich 
Farmers

Migrant 
Workers, 
Diversity



Diverse Rurality and Economic Reality
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✘ Overall, the Valley has lower third 
gra de rea ding scores t ha n the st a t e; 
only 45% of t hird gra ders scored 
a bove the fift ieth percent ile, 
compa red to 47% st a t ewide. The Sa n 
Joa quin Va lley exhibit ed the lowest  
scores
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Hate in California

✘ California ranks No. 1 in the nation with 
79 active hate groups, six of which operate 
in Sacramento area

✘ Southern Poverty Law study also left out 
13 active groups because they were active 
but not topping the list, meaning this is 
not the full list
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The Forgotten California Rural 
Ima gina r y

Living in a place that is not typically studied, where most data from your 
racial/ethnic groups come from urban centers, and the mixed reality of poorly 

resourced schools alongside the pressure of living within an area of violent white 
supremacy is not considered.



The Forgotten Narrative
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Being a student in the Central Valley creates a unique spatial imaginary. When looking at the influence 
of where a student is, we find a reality that is vastly different from the rest of the state. 
The question that accompanies where is why?

Geographic variation in school choice is one large factor of why students may be hesitant to apply to the 
UC system, or take longer to graduate community college. It may even be the reason why they never 
choose to go to college at all- due to lack of perceived choice.



A Different Way of Understanding Opportunity:

Mapping Hope: A Case Study of Patterson, CA
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Corporate Takeover: The Early Amazon City
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✘ Promise of a $16 per hour job right out of 
high school

✘ Training for forklift driving, truck driving, 
and an operating warehouse on the high 
school campus

✘ All alongside a school that only offers 4 
eligible AP classes (local activism has 
pushed this to 7 in the past two years)



Proximity as Feeling

15

9 Warehouses Total

Case Study: Patterson High School

1 Bus Stop

45 Minutes to the Closest Community College 
or CSU (State 4-Year College)

2 Hours to the Nearest UC (University of 
California)



Proximity as Feeling
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Proximity as Feeling
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Proximity as Feeling
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Proximity as Feeling
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Proximity as Feeling:

When Pr isons  Come t o Town

AKA

“Wor k a t  t he Pr isons  or  Go t o Pr ison”
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Spatiality of Prisons in California

✘ People of color but specifically Black people are 
extracted and removed from the cities for political 
and social domination in rural areas

✘ In addition, this gives rural white people power over 
Black prisoners and prisoners of color, facilitating 
white supremacy, while simultaneously constricting 
their economic activity.

✘ We see this along the 99 corridor, which is also used 
as a sphere of influence economically for workers of 
color throughout the Central Valley
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Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. 2007. Golden gulag: prisons, 
surplus, crisis, and opposition in globalizing California. 
ACLS Humanities E-Book.



What makes the rural experience in 
Ca l if or nia  unique t o BIPOC 
s t udent s  a nd f a mil ies?



Black Children Targeted by Incarceration
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Black Students

✘ Little to no research on Black 
students in rural California 
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Native Students in California

Of the 2,500 Native American high 
school graduates in 2017, only 715 
completed the coursework 
necessary to be eligible to apply to 
California’s public four- year 
universities. 

This means that nearly 1,800 (71 
percent) Native American 
graduates were ineligible to even 
apply to CSU and UC campuses. 
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Latino/a Students in California

✘ Across seven Central 
Valley and Coastal 
counties, MORE THAN 
TWO IN THREE people 
under age 25 are Latino.

✘ By high school, one in 
five Latino students does 
not graduate with his or 
her class. Of the 12th 
grade students who do 
graduate, only a third 
complete A-G 
requirements.26



In Admissions: Undermatching

Undermatching: students who would otherwise be eligible for higher ranking colleges but do not 
feel worthy of applying vs. Overmatching, the process of students who do not otherwise qualify 
for higher ranking schools but will apply based on confidence from their privileged backgrounds

Distracted by the path laid out by racial capitalism, creating a rural region that is more rich in 
corporate extractive jobs and imprisonment, especially targeting areas with no higher education 
institutions and that are primarily non-white.

This causes the emotional landscape of the region to have a lower capacity for how much 
students are allowed to have hope and for what.

27



“To be truly radical is to make hope possible, rather 
than despair convincing”

-Raymond Williams

28



Some Solutions:
✘ Rural Studies as an extension of Urban Studies: gentrification and the 

prison problem are dual ended and constantly moving between urban 
and rural spatialities

✘ More Universities: expanding UC to satellite areas, funding a CSU 
Stockton, and branching out the community colleges such as in the 
expansion of Los Banos Campus through Merced College

✘ Data by race in the Central Valley

✘ Debating the effects of warehouses on High School campuses and what 
opportunities we want young people to have
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Thank you!

+ Bibl iogr a phy (Link)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pzvp8tdSmlAFeRM4d65m7yBHH_a5VKTlU6bhl7aWGFY/edit?usp=sharing
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