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FOREWORD

Alors, il nous jeta sur le tillac de pleines poign^es de paroles gelees

ressemblant a des dragees perlees de diverses couleurs.

(Le Quart Livre, Ch. 56)

Welcome to the pages of Paroles Gelees. The inspiration for our

title came from the episode in Rabelais' Quart Livre in which his

heroes encounter the frozen words which melt in their hands on their

journey to consult the oracle of the "Dive Bouteille." The analogy

to literature and the process of reading fascinated us and prompted

us to choose this as the title for our journal.

We hope you will enjoy this first issue of Paroles Gelees. For us,

this initial volume represents the culmination of our efforts during

the past year and a half to fund, organize and produce a graduate

student journal of French studies.

The three papers presented here were selected from those received

from graduate students nationwide, on diverse aspects of French

studies. Jane Rush (UCLA) studies the complexities of commentary

in Stendhal's Le Rouge et le Noir, while Jo Ella Manalan (Florida

Atlantic University, Boca Raton) proposes a character typology for

Balzacian novels based on a correlation of physical and psycholog-

ical movement. Finally, Edwin E. Okafor (Boston College) looks at

Jean Tardieu's musical heritage to discover through it his sp)ecial con-

tribution to poetry. In addition to these articles, we have included

an interview with noted scholar Michel de Certeau who traveled
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from the University of California, San Diego, to participate in a

recent French department symposium.

We are indebted to the Graduate Students Association of UCLA
for its generous financial support of Paroles Gelees and, in particular,

to Jan Bardsley, Commissioner of Publications, for her advice and

moral support during this year. Appreciation is also due to the

French department and its chairman, Eric Cans, for their sponsor-

ship. Further, Professor Jean-Claude Carron deserves our special

thanks for his many helpful suggestions. Publication of Paroles

Gelees would not have been possible without our editors' commit-

ment to this project. It is my hope that the "paroles gelees" offered

in this volume will repay these debts in some measure and will mark

the beginning of a continuing contribution to graduate student

scholarship in French studies.

Ce serait le moment de philosopher et de rechercher si, par hasard, se

trouverait ici I'endroit ou de telles paroles degelent.

(Le Quart Livre. Ch. 55)

Kay Bailey

Editor
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