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1. Introduction
Tropical forests only occupy less than 7% of the Earth's terrestrial surface but they play a critical role in reg-
ulating global energy, water, and carbon dynamics (Baccini et al., 2017; Ogden et al., 2013; Y. Pan, Birdsey 
et al., 2011; Wohl et al., 2012). Intact tropical forests are a major carbon sink contributing to almost half of the 
terrestrial carbon uptake (Blanc et al., 2009; Houghton, 2005; Watson et al., 2018). The structure and function of 
tropical forests are affected by both vegetation characteristics and soil properties. Vegetation characteristics deter-
mine forest photosynthesis capacities (Wu et al., 2017), carbon allocations (Ghimire et al., 2016), turnover times 

Abstract In tropical forests, both vegetation characteristics and soil properties are important not only for 
controlling energy, water, and gas exchanges directly but also determining the competition among species, 
successional dynamics, forest structure and composition. However, the joint effects of the two factors have 
received limited attention in Earth system model development. Here we use a vegetation demographic 
model, the Functionally Assembled Terrestrial Ecosystem Simulator (FATES) implemented in the Energy 
Exascale Earth System Model (E3SM) Land Model (ELM), ELM-FATES, to explore how plant traits and soil 
properties affect tropical forest growth and composition concurrently. A large ensemble of simulations with 
perturbed vegetation and soil hydrological parameters is conducted at the Barro Colorado Island, Panama. The 
simulations are compared against observed carbon, energy, and water fluxes. We find that soil hydrological 
parameters, particularly the scaling exponent of the soil retention curve (Bsw), play crucial roles in controlling 
forest diversity, with higher Bsw values (>7) favoring late successional species in competition, and lower Bsw 
values (1 ∼ 7) promoting the coexistence of early and late successional plants. Considering the additional 
impact of soil properties resolves a systematic bias of FATES in simulating sensible/latent heat partitioning 
with repercussion on water budget and plant coexistence. A greater fraction of deeper tree roots can help 
maintain the dry-season soil moisture and plant gas exchange. As soil properties are as important as vegetation 
parameters in predicting tropical forest dynamics, more efforts are needed to improve parameterizations of soil 
functions and belowground processes and their interactions with aboveground vegetation dynamics.

Plain Language Summary Through their impacts on the energy, water, and gas exchanges, 
vegetation characteristics and soil properties may influence ecosystem dynamics in tropical forests. This study 
examines how these two factors affect tropical forest dynamics simultaneously, including forest growth and 
composition. We use a state-of-the-art ecosystem demography model and evaluate the modeling results with 
field data collected at a primary tropical forest site, the Barro Colorado Island, Panama. The results show that 
soil hydrological parameters are as important as plant traits for regulating tropical forest successional dynamics 
and composition. The response of forest diversity to vegetation characteristics and soil properties has important 
implications for how climate and land use/land cover changes influence tropical forests and their role in carbon-
water-climate feedback.
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Key Points:
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used to examine how vegetation and 
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•  Soil hydrologic properties, particularly 
a parameter related to the soil retention 
curve, play a key role in controlling 
forest diversity

•  Belowground components such as 
the fraction of deeper tree roots are 
important for regulating dry-season 
forest dynamics
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(Negrón-Juárez et al., 2015), and species competition strategies (Fisher et al., 2015). Soil hydrological properties 
affect various water fluxes, including infiltration, runoff generation, groundwater recharge, and plant water up-
take in tropical forests (Bennett et al., 2021; Bruijnzeel, 1989, 2004; Powers et al., 2020; Sousa et al., 2020; Wohl 
et al., 2012). This will ultimately affect the productivity (Levine et al., 2019; Robinson et al., 2008), structures 
(Detto et al., 2013; Melton et al., 2015), compositions (Masaki et al., 2015; Russo et al., 2005), and functioning 
(Ito & Inatomi, 2012; Yan et al., 2020) of tropical forests (He et al., 2016; Kupers et al., 2019; Lohse et al., 2009). 
In addition, observational studies show that tropical forests undergo a range of successional regrowth pathways 
after disturbance (Mesquita et al., 2001). The successional balance between early and late successional species 
within a tropical forest ecosystem is also observed to be sensitive to soil properties (Baltzer et al., 2007; Marthews 
et al., 2008; Mendivelso et al., 2013; Silvertown et al., 2015).

To date, very few studies have considered the impact of soil properties and consequently the joint influence 
of vegetation characteristics and soil properties on tropical forest dynamics (e.g., Longo et al., 2019; Longo & 
Keller, 2019). More specifically for modeling, the sensitivity of tropical forest dynamics to both vegetation and 
soil hydrological parameters has received limited attention in the context of land surface models (LSMs), either 
due to inadequate representation of canopy heterogeneity in LSMs with a big leaf approach (which use area-av-
eraged leaf layer information of different vegetation types to represent plant communities within a land grid cell) 
or insufficient consideration of hydrological responses (Wohl et al., 2012). Meanwhile, achieving coexistence in 
vegetation demography models is still an ongoing research challenge (Koven et al., 2019) (Detto et al., 2021) and 
the impact of soil hydrology on plant coexistence is particularly poorly understood.

Vegetation traits and soil properties not only affect tropical forest structure and successional balance, but also reg-
ulate many critical hydrological and biogeochemical processes in tropical forests through the interplay between 
aboveground vegetation processes (e.g., photosynthesis, canopy transpiration) and belowground components 
(e.g., tree roots, decomposition) (Porazinska et al., 2003). These mechanisms are, however, also not well repre-
sented in LSMs with a big leaf representation. Therefore, there is a critical need to elucidate the joint impacts of 
vegetation traits and soil properties in LSMs toward a more realistic representation of ecosystem processes and 
tropical forest dynamics, especially under a changing environment.

Here we use the Functionally Assembled Terrestrial Ecosystem Simulator (FATES) (Fisher et  al., 2015; Ko-
ven et al., 2019) implemented in the Energy Exascale Earth System Model (E3SM) land model (ELM) (Leung 
et al., 2020), ELM-FATES, to investigate the joint effects of vegetation characteristics and soil properties on 
tropical forest dynamics. In contrast to the “big leaf” model used in the majority of traditional LSMs, FATES ex-
plicitly simulates ecological demographic processes in forests, such as discretization in vegetation heights, light 
competition of different plant functional types (PFTs) within the same vertical profile, and heterogeneity in light 
availability along disturbance and recovery trajectories (Fisher et al., 2018; Longo et al., 2019). The structured 
demography in FATES facilitates simulation of successional variation and coexistence of vegetations. This al-
lows a more realistic representation of forest age and composition (Fisher et al., 2010, 2018; Longo et al., 2019). 
In comparison to observations at a tropical forest site, Koven et al. (2019) reports two systematic biases across a 
large perturbed parameter ensemble of FATES simulations. First, the default calibration of FATES overestimates 
the difference between the wet season and dry season gross primary production (GPP), as compared to obser-
vations. Second, FATES-simulated latent and sensible heat (SH) fluxes are lower and higher than observations, 
respectively. Similar biases have been reported in other areas when using FATES, including the Amazon basin 
(Huang et al., 2020).

We hypothesize that these biases are due to errors in representing soil hydrological processes, belowground 
competitions, and ultimately the mechanisms that maintain coexistence between different PFTs. For example, 
soil hydrologic properties and root depth distribution may help maintain a high dry-season soil moisture and 
lead to better simulated dry-season GPP for mature tropical forest. Furthermore, the right combinations of soil 
hydrological parameters and plant traits may help achieve long-term coexistence among different PFTs. To test 
this hypothesis, we conduct a large ensemble of ELM-FATES simulations that specify two PFTs, correspond-
ing to early successional and late successional plants, to examine the sensitivity of tropical forest dynamics to 
parameters in the hydrological and vegetation physiology elements of the model concurrently, through a case 
study over the Barro Colorado Island (BCI), Panama. We compare ELM-FATES simulations against a wide 
range of observations, including carbon, energy, and water cycle fluxes and states. A logical starting point is to 
assume two contrasting PFTs (e.g., early and late successional PFTs). Although the tropical forest in BCI contains 
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hundreds of species, these two PFTs will provide enough complexity to ex-
plore the interactions between hydrology and forest dynamics along a succes-
sional axis and, at the same time, address questions about coexistence. The 
two PFTs differ in their photosynthetic traits, aboveground and belowground 
allocations, tissue turnovers, and survival rates. Plant hydraulics are not con-
sidered because it is unclear how early and late successional PFTs differ in 
this aspect and it would require more data for parameterization, adding more 
uncertainties. The sensitivity analysis conducted in this study for plant traits 
and soil parameters is an important first step to shed light on understanding 
the joint impacts of vegetation characteristics and soil properties on tropical 
forest dynamics.

2. Data and Methods
2.1. Model Description

The FATES is a size- and age-structured and cohort-based ecosystem demog-
raphy model (Fisher et al., 2015; Hurtt et al., 1998; Koven et al., 2019; Moor-
croft et al., 2001). A cohort, in this context, is a group of individuals of a 
particular vegetation type within a given size range, which is modeled as one 
representative individual. Cohorts with a similar size are grouped into spa-
tially implicit ‘patches’ that are themselves grouped by similar disturbance 
history at the landscape scale. Individual plants are scaled to a forest canopy 
based on the perfect plasticity approximation (Purves et al., 2008). FATES 

must be run with a ‘host’ land surface model, which provides water boundary conditions. In this study, FATES is 
embedded in the E3SM ELM, called ELM-FATES. In ELM-FATES, ELM simulates the terrestrial water cycle 
and energy fluxes, while FATES simulates vegetation processes, including photosynthesis, growth, allocation, 
competition, and ecosystem assembly (Figure 1). Cohorts within a patch compete for light based on their canopy 
heights and positions. Patches share a common pool of soil water within an ELM ‘column’ (Figure 1). For a full 
overview of ELM-FATES, readers are referred to Leung et al. (2020), Fisher et al. (2015), Koven et al. (2019), 
and the FATES technical note (https://fates-docs.readthedocs.io/).

2.2. Study Site and Data

In this study, we use observational data from the BCI, Panama (9.151°N, 79.855°W) for model validation. The 
BCI site is covered by a primary forest. The mean annual precipitation is 2,700  mm yr−1, with distinct dry 
(mid-December to mid-April) and wet (late-April to early-December) seasons. Hourly meteorological data (i.e., 
precipitation, temperature, wind speed, relative humidity, radiation) from 2003 to 2016 (Faybishenko et al., 2018; 
Knox et al., 2019) are recycled to spin up the ELM-FATES simulations. Observational data used to validate the 
model include the aboveground biomass (AGB) (Chave et al., 2003), tree size distribution (Condit et al., 2017), 
GPP, SH, latent heat (LH), upper layer (top 15 cm) soil water content (SWC15), (Pau et al., 2018) and runoff 
(Cheng et al., 2018).

2.3. FATES and Soil Hydrological Parameters

We select a comprehensive set of soil hydrological parameters, including saturated hydraulic conductivity (Ks), 
saturated soil water content (θs), the scaling exponent of the Clapp and Hornberger soil retention curve (Bsw) 
(Clapp & Hornberger, 1978), saturated soil matric potential (Ψs), maximum fractional saturated area (fmax), mean 
topographic slope (slope), decay factor that represents the distribution of surface runoff with depth (fover), and 
decay factor that represents the distribution of subsurface runoff with depth (fdrain) (Hou et al., 2012). For the plant 
physiology parameters in FATES, we investigate the sensitivity of the model to a selection of the most sensitive 
parameters that were identified in prior sensitivity studies (Huang et  al.,  2020; Koven et  al.,  2019; Massoud 
et  al.,  2019). The selected FATES parameters are maximum carboxylation rate of RuBisCO at the reference 
temperature (25°C; Vc,max), specific leaf area at the top of canopy (slatop), background mortality rate (mort), root 
and leaf turnover times (τroot and τleaf), and wood density (ρwood). ELM-FATES assumes an exponential decay 

Figure 1. Schematic illustration of forest structure and composition and 
soil hydrology in Earth Land Model-Functionally Assembled Terrestrial 
Ecosystem Simulator (ELM-FATES). Light/dark green shows early/late 
successional plant functional types (PFT). Understory cohorts are shaded 
darker than canopy cohorts. Cohorts within a patch in FATES can compete for 
light based on their canopy heights and positions. Patches share and compete a 
common underground pool of water and nutrients within an ELM soil column. 
The early/late successional PFTs have greater fractions of shallow/deep roots.

https://fates-docs.readthedocs.io/
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using a two-parameter (roota and rootb) function (Equation S1 in Supporting Information S1) to represent the 
rooting depth distribution (Zeng, 2001) and we investigate sensitivity to these two parameters as well. Detailed 
explanations of the soil hydrological parameters and plant traits are provided in Table 1. For simplicity, leaf and 
root turnover times are set to be the same for the early PFT. This also holds true for the late PFT.

2.4. Model Experiment Design

To test the responses of tropical ecosystems to a wide range of field conditions, we run ensemble simulations 
in which both soil hydrological parameters and plant traits can cover a full spectrum of parameter values within 
reasonable physical bounds. Latin Hypercube Sampling (LHS) (McKay et al., 2000) is used to assemble 1,000 
parameter sets using the ranges defined in Table 1. The LHS approach samples the parameter space more evenly 
and efficiently than simple random sampling. It splits the distribution of each parameter into a certain number 
of regions with equal probability. These unique parameter sets are used to drive the ELM-FATES model at the 
BCI site.

Symbol Parameter name Relevant process Unit Bound Reference

Soil hydrologic 
parameters

Ks Saturated hydraulic conductivity Soil water mm/s 0.00001, 0.02 (Hou 
et al., 2012; 

Huang 
et al., 2013)

θs Saturated water content (porosity) Soil water m3/m3 0.35, 0.6

Bsw Clapp and Hornberger exponent Soil water - 1.0, 30.0

ψsat Saturated soil matric potential Soil water mm 50.0, 350.0

fmax Maximum fractional saturated area Surface runoff - 0.01, 0.9

Slope Mean topographic slope Surface runoff - 0.01, 0.9

fover Decay factor that represents the distribution 
of surface runoff with depth

Surface runoff 1/m 0.1, 5.0

fdrain Decay factor that represents the distribution 
of subsurface runoff with depth

Subsurface runoff 1/m 0.5, 5.0

Plant traits Vc,max,early Maximum carboxylation rate of Rub. at 25C, 
canopy top for early PFT

Photosynthesis umol CO2/m
2/s 10, 106 (Domingues 

et al., 2005)

Vc,max,late Maximum carboxylation rate of Rub. at 25C, 
canopy top for late PFT

7.7, 95

slatop,early Specific Leaf Area (SLA) at top of canopy, 
projected area basis for early PFT

Leaf growth and 
turnover

m2/g C 0.007, 0.039 (Wright 
et al., 2004)

slatop, late Specific Leaf Area (SLA) at top of canopy, 
projected area basis for late PFT

0.005, 0.037

mortearly Background mortality rate for early PFT Mortality 1/yr 0.01, 0.1 (Longo 
et al., 2019)mortlate Background mortality rate for late PFT 0.004, 0.06

τroot, early Root turnover time for early PFT Root growth and 
turnover

yr 0.1, 1.5 (Huang 
et al., 2020)τroot, late Root turnover time for late PFT 0.2, 4.0

τleaf, early Leaf turnover time for early PFT Leaf growth and 
turnover

yr 0.1, 1.5

τleaf, late Leaf turnover time for late PFT 0.2, 4.0

ρwood, early Mean density of woody tissue in plant for 
early PFT

Stem growth g/cm3 0.2, 1.0 (Longo 
et al., 2019)

ρwood, late Mean density of woody tissue in plant for 
late PFT

0.3, 2.0

rootaearly Root distribution parameter 1 for early PFT ET, soil water, root 
growth

1/m 0.1, 8.0 (Zeng, 2001)

rootalate Root distribution parameter 1 for late PFT 0.07, 7.5

rootbearly Root distribution parameter 2 for early PFT ET, soil water, root 
growth

1/m 0.1, 8.0

rootblate Root distribution parameter 2 for late PFT 0.07, 7.5

Table 1 
Summary of Soil Hydrologic Parameters and Plant Traits Benchmarked in This Study for ELM-FATES
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It should be noted that the default setup of soil thickness in ELM is a spatially uniform value (i.e., 3.4 m) with 
10 discretized layers (Figure S1 in Supporting Information S1). To reduce the ensemble size, we aggregate these 
10 layers into five in this study (Figure S1 in Supporting Information S1), given the similarity of soil hydraulic 
properties in adjacent layers. The most straightforward and brute force method to determine the parameters for 
each layer is to randomly sample soil hydraulic properties in the five layers independently, but this could induce 
some unrealistic hydrologic behaviors. For instance, various field studies find that as soil depth increases, Ks and 
θs generally decrease (Hassler et al., 2011; Litt et al., 2020; Zwartendijk et al., 2017) and Bsw generally increases. 
To account for the layer dependence of the parameter values, the LHS samples related to Ks, Bsw, and θs are con-
strained to follow simple linear functions that vary with soil layers.

The ecosystem-level dynamics of tropical forests comprise a mosaic of plants of different PFTs. In particular, 
we expect that a vegetation model can represent canopy heterogeneity by accommodating at least two functional 
types, the light-demanding, fast-growing and early successional plants, and the shade-tolerant, slow-growing and 
late-successional plants (Huang et al., 2020; Koven et al., 2019; Needham et al., 2020). The representation of two 
contrasting PFTs with multiple distinct axes of trait variation is a logical starting point to explore the complex 
interactions between climate and plant strategies in a competitive environment. Therefore, in ELM-FATES, we 
parameterize two PFTs (i.e., early and late successional PFTs) to represent the primary axis of variability in 
tropical forests. Here, we assume that the early successional PFT has a lower wood density, shorter leaf and root 
lifetimes, a higher background mortality, and a greater fraction of shallow roots (Bretfeld et al., 2018). The late 
successional PFT has denser woody tissues, longer leaf and root turnover times, a lower background mortality, 
and a greater fraction of deep roots (Figure 1, Table S1 in Supporting Information S1) (Huang et al., 2020; Koven 
et al., 2019; Zhu et al., 2018). The early successional PFT can grow rapidly under high light conditions, while 
the late successional PFT can survive under a deeply shaded and closed canopy (Huang et  al.,  2020; Koven 
et al., 2019; Zhu et al., 2018). We use a set of early and late successional pairs to explore the effect of soil hy-
drologic and physiologic parameters on their dominance and coexistence. Importantly, the model, in the current 
stage, cannot represent seasonal phenological changes in LAI and other leaf traits. Although BCI does not have 
a dramatic seasonal variation in plant phenology (e.g., LAI varies in about 0.5 m2/m2) (Detto et al., 2018; Wirth 
et al., 2001), we recognize this is a limitation that needs to be addressed in future model developments.

3. Results
3.1. Large Ensembles of ELM-FATES Simulations

We assess the skill of each of the 1,000 ensemble ELM-FATES simulations against observed carbon (GPP), ener-
gy (LH, SH), water (SWC15, runoff), and forest (tree size distribution, AGB) dynamics at the BCI site (Figures 2 
and S4a in Supporting Information S1). Overall, the ensemble output encompasses the observed mean annual 
dynamics of biogeochemical and hydrological fluxes, with the ensemble median close to observations. Compared 
to the single-PFT simulation results in Koven et al. (2019), our two-PFT simulations have much narrower rang-
es of tree size distributions (Figure 2a). Another difference compared to Koven et al. (2019) is that allometric 
parameters were not varied in this study. Moreover, our simulations well capture the water cycle dynamics (e.g., 
ET, runoff, and soil moisture, Figures 2d–2f). These improvements are likely due to the joint consideration of 
physiological and soil hydrological parameters and the parameterization for early and late PFTs, while Koven 
et al.  (2019) only benchmarked physiology parameters for one PFT. Note that some ensemble members have 
very low simulated plant productivity, and some are even not able to establish (Figure 2b), suggesting sensitivity 
of the rates of forest establishment, growth, and mortality to physiological and soil hydrological parameters as 
well as their combinations. We examine the sensitivity of forest establishment to the ELM-FATES parameters in 
Section 3.3. In addition, compared to the systematic underestimation of LH and overestimation of SH in FATES 
compared to observations (Koven et al., 2019), the current ensemble simulations can better capture the total en-
ergy partitioning (Figures 2c and 2d).

3.2. Sensitivity of Carbon, Energy, and Water Fluxes

Sensitivity of simulated water, carbon, and energy fluxes to hydrologic parameters and plant traits at the annual 
level is shown in Figure 3 via regression model sensitivity analysis following Xu and Gertner (2008), F. Pan, Zhu, 
et al. (2011), and Cheng et al. (2019). Consistent with previous studies that examined the sensitivity of carbon 
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cycle variables (Koven et al., 2019), the current ensemble simulations show that GPP, LAI, biomass, mortality 
and growth rates for canopy and understory plants are more sensitive to the physiological parameters, such as  
Vc,max, slatop, τroot, and τleaf, than they are to soil hydrological parameters (Figure 3a). In particular, model simu-
lations tend to be slightly more sensitive to the parameters of late successional PFT (e.g., Vc,max, τroot, and τleaf). 
Water budget components, such as upper-layer (top 15 cm) and total soil moisture, are more sensitive to soil hy-
draulic parameters than they are to plant traits (Figure 3a). In particular, soil moisture is most sensitive to Bsw and 
θs. There is no significant difference in sensitivity across the five soil layers. In contrast to the sensitivity of runoff 
to fover noted in previous modeling studies using prescribed satellite-derived plant phenology (Hou et al., 2012; 
Huang et al., 2013), we find that runoff is sensitive to physiological parameters (e.g., slatop, τroot, and τleaf) when 
the model prognostically simulates vegetation dynamics (Figure 3a). The behavior of energy cycle fluxes is more 

Figure 2. Mean monthly (a) tree size distribution, (b) gross primary productivity, (c) sensible heat, (d) latent heat, (e) upper-layer (top 15 cm) soil water content, and 
(f) runoff between the Functionally Assembled Terrestrial Ecosystem Simulator implemented in the Energy Exascale Earth System Model Land Model (ELM-FATES) 
ensemble simulations (blue lines) and observations from Barro Colorado Island, Panama (orange lines). Gray area represents the dry season.
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Figure 3. Sensitivity indices (total sensitivity in filled markers, uncorrelated sensitivity in open markers) of soil hydrological parameters (blue rectangle) and plant 
traits (red circle) for carbon (red title), water (blue title), and energy (black title) cycle fluxes and states over (a) all year, (b) dry season, and (c) wet season. The numbers 
1 to 5 in soil hydrological parameters are corresponding to the first to fifth soil depth layers. The numbers 1 and 2 in plant traits represent for early and late successional 
plant functional typess, respectively. The dashed lines separate each parameter and the solid lines separate soil hydrologic parameters and plant traits. Filled markers and 
associated lines show total sensitivity of each parameter, and open markers show independent sensitivity contributed by the uncorrelated variance of each parameter.
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complicated as they are sensitive to both soil hydrological (e.g., Ks and Bsw) and physiological parameters (e.g., 
Vc,max, slatop, τroot, and τleaf), as energy partitioning is controlled by both soil processes (e.g., soil evaporation) 
and vegetation growth (e.g., canopy evaporation and transpiration). For physiological parameters, LH and SH 
are sensitive to Vc,max and slatop as LAI is a key variable in determining these two energy fluxes. In addition to 
photosynthesis and leaf growth parameters, the heat fluxes are also sensitive to leaf turnover time (τleaf). This 
is because leaf biomass and LAI are controlled by the turnover processes besides processes of phenology and 
allocation. Consequently, τleaf controls energy fluxes through its impact in determining LAI (Figure 3). This is 
further evidenced by the fact that large variances of τleaf in explaining simulated energy fluxes are contributed by 
correlated variances rather than its isolated contribution.

Sensitivity of energy and water variables to hydrologic parameters and plant traits has a stronger seasonal de-
pendence than that of carbon cycle variables. During the dry season (mid-December to mid-April), there are no 
significant changes in sensitivity of carbon cycle variables (Figure 3b) compared to the simulated annual level 
(Figure 3a). However, for energy fluxes, the impact of physiological parameters decreases, and the impact of soil 
hydrological parameters increases. In addition, the sensitivity of water states and energy fluxes to Bsw increases. 
Over the wet season (late-April to early-December), rather than Bsw, θs explains the largest variance in soil mois-
ture (Figure 3c). This occurs because θs determines the maximum soil moisture when water is not a limiting factor 
during the wet season. The physiological parameters (e.g., slatop, τroot, and τleaf) become more important for energy 
fluxes, as LH/evapotranspiration is dominated by canopy transpiration during the wet period.

3.3. Sensitivity of Forest Establishment

The sensitivity of forest establishment to plant traits and soil hydrological parameters is examined in Figure 4. 
Forest can establish in 597 scenarios among the 1,000 ensembles. The potential reason for the large number of 
simulations that forest failed to establish is our sampling over a wide range of parameters; some parameter combi-
nations may have led to elevated tree mortality in the model runs. Overall, the soil hydrological properties do not 
have much influence on forest establishment, as can be seen from the random scattering of dead and alive forests 
within the hydrologic parameter distributions (Figure 4a). Plant physiology parameters are key in controlling 
forest establishment, which is evident by the clear separation of dead and alive plants in the distributions for 
plant traits, especially for Vc,max, slatop, and τleaf,root (Figure 4b). This is within our expectation, as the physiology 
parameters determine photosynthesis rates and leaf areas, which are key for forest growth (Koven et al., 2019). 
We focus on the ensembles in which forest can successfully establish in the following analysis.

3.4. Sensitivity of Dominance and Coexistence of Early and Late Successional PFT

By parameterizing two PFTs in this study, early and late successional plants, ELM-FATES is capable of simu-
lating successional outcomes. Simulation results range from competitive exclusion by late successional species 
to competitive exclusion by early successional species (Figure 5). While there is not a clear relationship between 
individual plant traits and the dominance of the two PFTs (Figure 5b), hydrologic parameters have a clearer rela-
tionship with their dominance (Figure 5a). Specifically, Bsw is a key parameter in maintaining functional diversity 
in humid tropical forests. Late successional PFT becomes dominant when Bsw is higher (>7); therefore, only 
small values of Bsw (1 ∼ 7) can support coexistence for early and late successional PFTs (Figures 5a and 6). Bsw is 
strongly dependent on soil texture and increases from coarse to fine soils. A higher value of Bsw means a stronger 
water retention capacity. Therefore, the impact of Bsw in controlling coexistence is highly related to its impact in 
controlling soil moisture. We discuss the underlying mechanism in Section 4.1.

3.5. Impact of Tree Root Profile on Dry-Season Soil Moisture and GPP Dynamics

It is worth noting that some ensemble members can maintain a high GPP throughout the dry season (Figure 2b), 
consistent with observations. We select these ensemble members (Text S2 in Supporting Information  S1) 
to investigate the potential underlying mechanisms (Figure  7). In addition to better simulating dry-season  
GPP, these ensemble members are also the ones that can better simulate water and energy cycle fluxes and 
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states as well as AGB and tree size distributions, compared to other ensemble members (Figures S4b and S5 
in Supporting Information S1). For example, the average root mean square errors (RMSEs) of the selected 
ensembles/other ensembles are 13.9/32.1 kg C/m2, 310/1,718 g C/m2/yr, 19.9/36.8 W/m2, 22.2/47.4 W/m2, 
8.8%/9.4%, and 1.0/1.4 mm/d for AGB, GPP, SH, LH, SWC15, and runoff, respectively. In particular, all the 
selected ensemble members tend to have a high simulated dry-season shallow layer soil moisture (Figure 7e), 
corresponding to the high simulated dry-season GPP (Bretfeld et al., 2018; Bruijnzeel & Veneklaas, 1998; De 
Gouvenain et al., 2007; Maréchaux et al., 2018). There could be two possible pathways to explain the mainte-
nance of dry-season soil moisture and GPP, either through changes in soil hydraulic properties or root system 
characteristics. Our results support the latter mechanism because we found that the ELM-FATES simulations 
that can maintain the dry-season soil moisture and GPP consistently have greater fractions of deeper roots 
(Figures 8a and 8b). For example, the mean root fraction below 34 cm of the selected ensembles/other ensem-
bles are 0.06/0.03 and 0.07/0.04 for the early and late PFTs, respectively (Figures 8c and 8d). Meanwhile, the 
soil matric potential that limits root water uptake and the soil water stress index (βsw, Text S4 in Supporting 
Information S1) that represents root-weighted water availability, are highly different between the shallower 
and deeper soil layers (Figure S6 in Supporting Information S1). The shallower soil layers consistently have a 
higher soil matric potential and a lower βsw in the dry season than that in the wet season, indicating larger dif-
ficulties for plants to uptake soil water in the surface layers during the dry season. Because the deeper rooting 
systems allow trees to preferentially extract water from deep soil depths that have a lower soil matric potential 
and a higher root-weighted water availability rather than from surface soil layers, a high dry-season water con-
tent is maintained in the shallow layers. In addition, the distribution of βsw along the vertical soil depth (Figure 
S7 in Supporting Information S1), which integrates the impacts of both soil properties and rooting parameters 
(Text S4 in Supporting Information S1), consistently follow the patterns of root distribution profiles for both 
early and late PFTs (Figures 8a and 8b). This further demonstrates the dominant impact of root distribution 
profiles on soil moisture.

Figure 4. Matrix of (a) soil hydrologic parameters and (b) plant traits used in this study, separated by dead (red dots) and alive (blue dots) forests. The diagonal plots 
are kernel density estimates for parameters in the horizontal axis, separated by dead (red color) and alive (blue color) forests. Forest establishment is sensitive to plant 
traits, evidenced by the clear separation between dead and alive forests in the distributions for Vc,max, slatop, and τleaf,root. This figure only includes the top layer hydrologic 
parameters and early successional plant functional types (PFT) for illustration purposes, but results are similar for other soil layers and the late successional PFT (see 
Figure S2 in Supporting Information S1).
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In addition to better capturing carbon, water, and energy cycle dynamics, the parameter values for these selected 
ensemble members also agree with field data collected in tropical forests. Specifically, for soil hydrological pa-
rameters, the median values of Ks and θs for these selected simulations are 33 mm/hr and 0.56 m3/m3, respectively, 
which are consistent with field observations collected in Panama sites (Ks and θs are 26 mm/hr and 0.57 m3/m3, 

respectively) (Hassler et al., 2011; Litt et al., 2020). The median value of Bsw 
for the selected ensemble members is 14.8, similar to the mean (standard 
deviation) value of typical Bsw for the clay soil in BCI (Powell et al., 2018), 
which is 11.4 (3.7) (Clapp & Hornberger,  1978). We further compare the 
simulated soil water retention curve of the selected ensembles with the soil 
water potential and soil water content data measured in BCI, Panama (Kupers 
et al., 2019; Text S2, Figures S4c-d in Supporting Information S1). Impor-
tantly, the retention curves of these selected ensembles that work best in sim-
ulating tropical forest dynamics are consistent with those typical soil water 
retention data in the BCI site (Figure S4d in Supporting Information S1).

The median values of Vc,max for early and late PFTs are 46.7 and 36.8 μmol 
CO2/m

2/s, respectively. The median ρwood values for early and late PFTs are 
0.6 and 1.1 g/cm3, respectively. These physiological parameter values for the 
selected ensemble members also agree with field measurements for mature 
tropical forests (observed Vc,max ranges from 18 to 59 μmol CO2/m

2/s in a wet 
evergreen tropical forest site, and ρwood is 0.5 and 0.9 g/cm3 for early and late 
PFTs, respectively) (Gu et al., 2016; Longo et al., 2019; Rogers, 2014; Wu 
et al., 2017).

Figure 5. Same as Figure 4, but separated by coexistence (orange dots) and dominance of early (red dots) and late (blue dots) successional plant functional types 
(PFTs). The Bsw parameter is key in controlling coexistence, evidenced by the clear separation between coexist (orange dots) and non-coexist simulations in its 
distribution. Increases in Bsw promotes the late successional PFT. This figure only includes the top layer soil hydraulic parameters and early successional PFT for 
illustration purposes, but results are similar for other soil layers and the late successional PFT (see Figure S3 in Supporting Information S1).

Figure 6. Relationship between the Bsw parameter and the fraction of biomass 
in early successional plant functional types (PFT), separated by all early 
PFT (red dots), all late PFT (blue dots), and coexistence (orange dots). Late 
successional PFT becomes dominant when Bsw increases. Only small values of 
Bsw can support coexistence.
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4. Summary and Discussions
4.1. Joint Effects of Vegetation Characteristics and Soil Features on Tropical Forest Dynamics

Numerous studies have demonstrated the critical role of plant physiology characteristics in determining the re-
sponse of tropical forest dynamics to global changes, such as tree mortality rates (Needham et al., 2020), sto-
matal conductance (Wu et al., 2020), and allocation to leaves and reproduction (Detto et al., 2018; Rademacher 
et al., 2019). However, studies to examine the role of hydrological properties are still limited (Baker et al., 2009; 
Christoffersen et al., 2014; Manoli et al., 2018). This study uses an advanced ecosystem demography model, 
ELM-FATES, at BCI, Panama to investigate the joint role of vegetation characteristics and soil properties in 
altering tropical forest dynamics. Our results are consistent with previous studies (Huang et al., 2020; Koven 
et al., 2019) in several perspectives. First, carbon cycle fluxes (e.g., GPP, LAI, biomass, and tree growth and 
mortality rates) are more sensitive to the vegetation parameters (e.g., Vc,max, slatop, τleaf, and τroot, Figure 3) than 
to the soil hydrological parameters. Second, energy fluxes (e.g., SH and LH fluxes) are more sensitive to the 

Figure 7. Same as Figure 2, but for selected Earth Land Model-Functionally Assembled Terrestrial Ecosystem Simulator simulations that can maintain a high dry-
season gross primary productivity. The parameter values for these selected ensembles are shown in Figures 8 and S6 in Supporting Information S1.
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physiological parameters during the wet season (Figure 3c) when canopy transpiration dominates the LH flux. 
Third, physiological parameters (e.g., Vc,max, slatop, τleaf, and τroot) are key in controlling forest establishment in 
the model (Figure 4b).

Our results also demonstrate, however, that jointly perturbing plant traits and soil hydrological parameters can 
correct the systematic bias in previous FATES simulations (Koven et al., 2019), especially for simulations of 
energy partitioning (Figures 2c and 2d). This is because the model can simulate a better plant productivity (Fig-
ure 2b) and water budget including ET (Figure 2d), soil moisture (Figure 2e), and runoff (Figure 2f). These results 
have important implications as accurate predictions of energy partitioning are necessary to represent the biophys-
ical effect of land surface processes at regional scale, which can feedback to climate through land-atmosphere 
interactions (Bonan, 2008; Cheng et al., 2021).

Consistently, soil hydraulic parameters (e.g., Bsw, θs) drive hydrological responses (e.g., soil moisture, Figure 3). 
Energy fluxes are more sensitive to soil hydraulic parameters (e.g., Bsw, Ks) than they are to plant traits during 
the dry season (Figure 3b) when soil evaporation is an important component of evapotranspiration. In addition, 
Bsw plays the most important role in modulating soil moisture variation, which is more profound during the dry 
season. It should be noted that ESMs usually assign soil hydraulic properties using a pedotransfer function de-
rived from some easily measured soil texture attributes (e.g., percentages of sand and clay). Rather than using 
the estimated pedotransfer functions, this study directly specified all the soil hydraulic parameters. However, 
uncertainties in pedotransfer functions should not be overlooked, as these functions are not uniform across ESMs, 
varying from simple linear regression to complicated non-linear forms (e.g., Tóth et al., 2015). These formulas 
can yield different soil hydraulic properties even with the same observed soil texture.

Moreover, Bsw, which is a function of soil type, is a key parameter in controlling functional diversity for early 
and late successional PFTs (Figure 5a). Higher Bsw values (>7) favor late successional species in competition, 
therefore only a small range of Bsw values (1 ∼ 7) can achieve coexistence for early and late successional PFTs 

Figure 8. (a–b) Root depth distributions and (c–d) boxplot of mean deep layer root fraction for early (first column) and late (second column) successional plant 
functional types. Orange line shows the default root profile in Earth Land Model-Functionally Assembled Terrestrial Ecosystem Simulator (ELM-FATES). Gray lines 
are sampled root fraction distributions for all the ELM-FATES ensembles. Blue lines are selected ELM-FATES ensembles that can maintain a high dry-season soil 
moisture and gross primary productivity.
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(Figure 6). This successional balance (i.e., either early or late PFT dominant or coexist) associated with changes 
in Bsw is a result of responses of soil moisture to changes in Bsw. Higher Bsw values are associated with higher per-
centage of clay fraction, thereby soil water content would decrease slower with increased positive suction head. 
As a result, the water retention capability is higher as Bsw increases. This is evident from the statistically signif-
icant difference in soil water content between scenarios with low and high Bsw values (Figure S8 in Supporting 
Information S1). The higher soil water content associated with higher Bsw values promote late PFTs. In summary, 
the changes in soil moisture resulting from changes in Bsw differentiate which species is more competitive and 
determine which species can establish and if there is coexistence for early and late successional PFTs. Evidence 
of the impacts of soil hydrology on composition and diversity of tree species has been reported in tropical forests 
(e.g., Chaturvedi, 2018; Hulshof & Spasojevic, 2020; Jiang et al., 2016; Kursar et al., 2005; Martins et al., 2015; 
Sarvade et al., 2016; Sollins, 1998; Wan et al., 2019). For example, Martins et al. (2015) found that soil types 
influence tropical forest structure and composition in southern Brazil. Jiang et al. (2016) examined plant compo-
sition/diversity and their abiotic determinants across six tropical forest types in Hainan, China. They found that 
forest composition/diversity is closely associated with soil properties. These results suggest that simultaneous 
considerations of plant traits and soil hydrological parameters are necessary to capture and predict the overall 
ecosystem dynamics and species composition in tropical forests.

Furthermore, not only soil properties affect the plant composition/diversity, but tropical forests also tend to mod-
ify these properties of soil (Zhang et al., 2018, 2019; Zinke, 1962), which generates important plant-soil feed-
backs (Kulmatiski et al., 2008). More field and experimental efforts are needed to gain a better understanding 
of the hydrology-vegetation feedback mechanisms to explain and maintain species diversity in tropical forests 
(Sollins,  1998). Such investigation will improve understanding and prediction of the vulnerability and resil-
ience of tropical forest diversity under global changes such as climate change and re/deforestation (Pugh, Ar-
neth et  al.,  2019; Pugh, Lindeskog et  al.,  2019), which is critical for water and forest management (Ghimire 
et al., 2014; Jirka et al., 2007).

4.2. Uncertainties and Limitations

We note several uncertainties in our study. First, while we derived the ranges for the soil hydrological and physio-
logical parameters from literature to cover a possibly full spectrum of parameter values within reasonable physical 
bounds (Table 1), it may still be insufficient to fully cover the field conditions, especially across different tropical 
regions, and no trait covariances (Osnas et al., 2013) were used. For instance, although simulations in this study 
can better capture the differences in GPP between the wet and dry seasons (Figures 2b and 7b), deficiency in 
capturing wet-season GPP still exists (Figures 2b and 7b). The capacity and covariance of the selected parameter 
sets can be expanded to improve the trade-off of the model performance between the wet and dry seasons for GPP 
to better understand the mechanisms of the dry/wet season differences in tropical rain forest (Fisher et al., 2015).

Second, though modeling two contrasting PFTs provides enough complexity to explore the complicated inter-
actions between hydrology and plant strategies, in reality, tropical forests have richer tree species diversity than 
the early and late successional PFTs considered in this study. Similar experimental design might apply to larger 
numbers of PFTs, by which the results can help assess how the number of PFTs can influence the model simu-
lation results.

Third, several previous studies have demonstrated the importance of seasonal and age variations in plant traits 
in regulating tropical forest seasonality (Kim et al., 2012; Manoli et al., 2018; Restrepo-Coupe et al., 2017; Wu 
et al., 2016). Although the seasonal and age variations of leaf traits is not implemented in the current model, it 
is intriguing that the model is still able to simulate the seasonal cycles of water and energy fluxes. This suggests 
that the seasonal and age variations of leaf traits is not the only factor necessary to explain the tropical forest sea-
sonality. Despite this, we recognize this is a limitation that deserves more efforts in future model developments. 
On BCI, there are multiple strategies of leaf phenology, such as evergreen, dry deciduous, brevi-deciduous, leaf 
exchangers, with new flushes occurring at the transition of wet-to-dry and dry-to-wet seasons, even species with 
multiple flushes a year. For this reason, the effect of phenology might not be so intuitive as it might seem. For 
example, a more open canopy in the dry season will give access to lower layers to light, which can burst photo-
synthesis in the understory and partially compensate for the reduced photosynthesis in the canopy. Actually, many 
species in the understory rely on the dry season for access to light and are prepared to maximize productivity 
during this time of the year (Tang & Dubayah, 2017). Thus, representing these phenological strategies in models 
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will be a great challenge that the modeling community needs to face to better predict fluxes in seasonal tropical 
forests. Representing these seasonality and forest age dependency for plant traits is underway in ELM-FATES but 
beyond the scope of this study.

Moreover, this study examines the impact of vegetation characteristics and soil properties on tropical forest dy-
namics through a case study in Panama. Despite the general applicability of the model framework this study de-
veloped, we note that the mechanism for supporting plant composition and diversity discussed here may depend 
on the site conditions in BCI, Panama. For instance, there is small seasonality of GPP in BCI, Panama, while 
there is modest seasonality of GPP for most of tropical forests in Amazon (Restrepo-Coupe et al., 2017). Further 
study can be conducted to understand whether the mechanisms to maintain dry-season GPP and plant diversity 
are robust across different tropical areas.

4.3. Future Directions

4.3.1. Belowground Processes

We find that belowground components play an important role in simulating the dry-season soil moisture and GPP 
in the humid tropical forests. A greater fraction of deeper roots can better capture dry-season soil moisture and 
GPP because it allows trees to extract water from deep soil layers. This is consistent with several studies (e.g., 
Baker et al., 2009; Christoffersen et al., 2014; Restrepo-Coupe et al., 2017). These results highlight the impor-
tance of below-ground components in regulating the hydrological and vegetation dynamics in tropical forests 
and the linkage between aboveground and belowground processes (Porazinska et al., 2003; Schröter et al., 2004). 
However, the representation of roots is still simplified in current ecosystem demographic models, which usually 
assume a fixed exponential decay distribution (Zeng, 2001) and therefore limits its capability to capture the re-
sponse and feedback of roots to the environment (e.g., soil moisture heterogeneity). In addition, root profiles in 
most ecosystem demographic models do not vary with plant size and height, ignoring the fact that different plants 
(e.g., canopy and understory species) have very different root distribution, depth, and fraction in different soil 
layers. Therefore, a time-varying (e.g., related to age and size) rooting system (e.g., Drewniak, 2019) should be 
implemented to improve the representation of belowground processes and investigate the effect of dynamic roots 
on water uptake and plant productivity.

Though this study illustrates the role of root depth distribution in controlling soil moisture and GPP during the dry 
season, plant hydraulic redistribution can relocate water from deep to shallow soil layers (Caldwell et al., 1998; 
Dawson, 1996; Oliveira et al., 2005). This hydraulic lift could be another potential mechanism for sustaining the 
high GPP and shallow layer soil moisture during the dry season (Caldwell et al., 1998; Oliveira et al., 2005). In-
cluding the diversity of plant hydraulic traits may increase in the ability of the model to differentiate the strategies 
of extracting water from the soil. Without including a plant hydraulics scheme and consideration of sensitivities 
of plant hydraulics-associated parameters may skew the sensitivity to soil hydrology-related parameters explored 
in this study. A more comprehensive analysis of plant hydrologic traits using a plant hydrodynamic module 
should provide additional insights to further explore the mechanisms that sustain the dry-season soil water con-
tent, plant gas exchange, and maintain diversity.

4.3.2. Soil Functions

A growing body of literature has documented the overlooked importance of small-scale soil structure features 
in affecting large-scale hydrologic and climatic processes (e.g., Wei et al., 2014). For instance, tree root growth 
and decay, earthworm burrowing, and soil shrinking/swelling create preferential flow paths and can change the 
partitioning of precipitation into runoff, root zone moisture, and groundwater recharge in tropical catchments 
(Beven & Germann, 2013; Cheng et al., 2017, 2018, 2019; Litt et al., 2020). These hydrological processes can 
interact with the carbon cycle to further alter the surface fluxes and plant growth (Bundt et  al.,  2001; Don 
et al., 2011; Hagedorn & Bundt, 2002). However, inadequate representation of soil structural characteristics in 
the context of ESMs constrains our ability to accurately assess and attribute these impacts. Additional sensitivity 
analysis could be conducted by incorporating soil structure parameters/functions into ESMs (Clark et al., 2015; 
Fisher & Koven, 2020). Moreover, more field studies, such as water partitioning using stable isotopes (Silver-
town et al., 2015), measuring soil water retention curve (Hodnett & Tomasella, 2002) and root architecture (Guo 
et al., 2020), are needed to determine the soil texture parameters and below-ground allocations and processes 
(Robinson et al., 2008).



Journal of Advances in Modeling Earth Systems

CHENG ET AL.

10.1029/2021MS002603

15 of 18

Conflict of Interest
The authors declare no conflict of interest.

Data Availability Statement
The ELM-FATES outputs are publicly available at https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5242991. The meteorological 
data were provided by the Physical Monitoring Program of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute.

References
Baccini, A., Walker, W., Carvalho, L., Farina, M., Sulla-Menashe, D., & Houghton, R. A. (2017). Tropical forests are a net carbon source based 

on aboveground measurements of gain and loss. Science, 358(6360), 230–234. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aam5962
Baker, I. T., Prihodko, L., Denning, A. S., Goulden, M., Miller, S., & Da Rocha, H. R. (2009). Seasonal drought stress in the amazon: Reconciling 

models and observations. Journal of Geophysical Research, 114(1), 1–10. https://doi.org/10.1029/2007JG000644
Baltzer, J. L., Davies, S. J., Noor, N. S. M., Kassim, A. R., & Lafrankie, J. V. (2007). Geographical distributions in tropical trees: Can geograph-

ical range predict performance and habitat association in co-occurring tree species? Journal of Biogeography, 34(11), 1916–1926. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1365-2699.2007.01739.x

Bennett, A. C., Dargie, G. C., Cuni-Sanchez, A., Mukendi, J. T., Hubau, W., Mukinzi, J. M., et al. (2021). Resistance of African tropical forests 
to an extreme climate anomaly. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 118(21), 1–12. https://doi.
org/10.1073/pnas.2003169118

Beven, K., & Germann, P. (2013). Macropores and water flow in soils revisited. Water Resources Research, 49(6), 3071–3092. https://doi.
org/10.1002/wrcr.20156

Blanc, L., Echard, M., Herault, B., Bonal, D., Marcon, E., Chave, J., & Baraloto, C. (2009). Dynamics of aboveground carbon stocks in a selec-
tively logged tropical forest. Ecological Applications, 19(6), 1397–1404. https://doi.org/10.1890/08-1572.1

Bonan, G. B. (2008). Forests and climate change: Forcings, feedbacks, and the climate benefits of forests. Science, 320(5882), 1444–1449. https://
doi.org/10.1126/science.1155121

Bretfeld, M., Ewers, B. E., & Hall, J. S. (2018). Plant water use responses along secondary forest succession during the 2015–2016 El Niño 
drought in Panama. New Phytologist, 219, 885–899. https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.15071

Bruijnzeel, L. A. (1989). (De)Forestation and dry season flow in the tropics: A closer look. Journal of Tropical Forest Science, 1(3), 229–243
Bruijnzeel, L. A. (2004). Hydrological functions of tropical forests: Not seeing the soil for the trees? Agriculture, Ecosystems and Environment, 

104, 185–228. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agee.2004.01.015
Bruijnzeel, L. A., & Veneklaas, E. J. (1998). Climatic conditions and tropical montane forest productivity: The fog has not lifted yet. Ecology, 

79(1), 3–9. https://doi.org/10.1890/0012-9658(1998)079[0003:ccatmf]2.0.co;2
Bundt, M., Jäggi, M., Blaser, P., Siegwolf, R., & Hagedorn, F. (2001). Carbon and nitrogen dynamics in preferential flow paths and matrix of a 

forest soil. Soil Science Society of America Journal, 65(5), 1529–1538. https://doi.org/10.2136/sssaj2001.6551529x
Caldwell, M. M., Dawson, T., & Richards, J. H. (1998). Hydraulic lift: Consequences of water efflux from the roots of plants. Oecologia, 113, 

151–161. https://doi.org/10.1007/s004420050363
Chaturvedi, C. (2018). Effect of soil moisture on composition and diversity of trees in tropical dry forests. MOJ Ecology & Environmental Scienc-

es, 3(1), 1–4. https://doi.org/10.15406/mojes.2018.03.00059
Chave, J., Condit, R., Lao, S., Caspersen, J. P., Foster, R. B., & Hubbell, S. P. (2003). Spatial and temporal variation of biomass in a tropical 

forest: Results from a large census plot in Panama. Journal of Ecology, 91(2), 240–252. https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2745.2003.00757.x
Cheng, Y., Huang, M., Zhu, B., Bisht, G., Zhou, T., Liu, Y., et al. (2021). Validation of the community land model version 5 over the contigu-

ous United States (CONUS) using in situ and remote sensing data sets. Journal of Geophysical Research: Atmosphere, 2, 1–27. https://doi.
org/10.1029/2020JD033539

Cheng, Y., Ogden, F., & Zhu, J. (2017). Earthworms and tree roots: A model study of the effect of preferential flow paths on runoff genera-
tion and groundwater recharge in steep, saprolitic, tropical lowland catchments. Water Resources Research, 53(7), 5400–5419. https://doi.
org/10.1002/2016WR020258

Cheng, Y., Ogden, F., & Zhu, J. (2019). Characterization of sudden and sustained base flow jump hydrologic behaviour in the humid seasonal 
tropics of the Panama Canal Watershed. Hydrological Processes, 34, 569–582. https://doi.org/10.1002/hyp.13604

Cheng, Y., Ogden, F. L., Zhu, J., & Bretfeld, M. (2018). Land use dependent preferential flow paths affect hydrological response of steep tropical 
lowland catchments with saprolitic soils. Water Resources Research, 54, 5551–5566. https://doi.org/10.1029/2017WR021875

Christoffersen, B. O., Restrepo-Coupe, N., Arain, M. A., Baker, I. T., Cestaro, B. P., Ciais, P., et al. (2014). Mechanisms of water supply and veg-
etation demand govern the seasonality and magnitude of evapotranspiration in Amazonia and Cerrado. Agricultural and Forest Meteorology, 
191, 33–50. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agrformet.2014.02.008

Clapp, R. B., & Hornberger, G. M. (1978). Empirical equations for some soil hydraulic properties, Water Resources Research. 14(4), 601–604. 
https://doi.org/10.1029/wr014i004p00601

Clark, M. P., Fan, Y., Lawrence, D. M., Adam, J. C., Bolster, D., Gochis, D. J., et al. (2015). Improving the representation of hydrologic processes 
in Earth System Models. Water Resources Research, 51, 5929–5956. https://doi.org/10.1002/2015WR017096

Condit, R., Pérez, R., Lao, S., Aguilar, S., & Hubbell, S. P. (2017). Demographic trends and climate over 35 years in the Barro Colorado 50 ha 
plot. Forest Ecosystems, 4, 17. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40663-017-0103-1

Dawson, T. E. (1996). Determining water use by trees and forests from isotopic, energy balance and transpiration analyses: The roles of tree size 
and hydraulic lift. Tree Physiology, 16(1–2), 263–272. https://doi.org/10.1093/treephys/16.1-2.263

De Gouvenain, R. C., Kobe, R. K., & Silander, J. A. (2007). Partitioning of understorey light and dry-season soil moisture gradients among seed-
lings of four rain-forest tree species in Madagascar. Journal of Tropical Ecology, 23(5), 569–579. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266467407004385

Detto, M., Levine, J., & Pacala, S. (2021). Maintenance of high diversity in mechanistic forest dynamics models of competition for light. Ecolog-
ical Monographs, e1500. https://doi.org/10.1002/ecm.1500

Detto, M., Muller-Landau, H. C., Mascaro, J., & Asner, G. P. (2013). Hydrological networks and associated topographic variation as templates for 
the spatial organization of tropical forest vegetation. PLoS One, 8(10), e76296. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0076296

Acknowledgments
This research was supported by the U.S. 
Department of Energy Office of Science 
Biological and Environmental Research 
as part of the Terrestrial Ecosystem 
Science Program through the Next-Gen-
eration Ecosystem Experiments (NGEE) 
Tropics project. PNNL is operated 
by Battelle Memorial Institute for the 
U.S. DOE under contract DE-AC05-
76RLO1830. C. Koven was supported 
by the NGEE-Tropics project and the 
DOE Early Career Research Program. R. 
A. Fisher was supported by the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research, which 
is funded by the National Science Foun-
dation. M. Detto was supported by the 
Climate Mitigation Initiative at Princeton 
University. M. Bretfeld was supported 
by the US National Science Foundation 
(NSF) EAR-1360384. The simulations 
reported in this study were performed us-
ing the computing facilities of the PNNL 
Institutional Computing Center (PIC).

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5242991
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aam5962
https://doi.org/10.1029/2007JG000644
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2699.2007.01739.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2699.2007.01739.x
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2003169118
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2003169118
https://doi.org/10.1002/wrcr.20156
https://doi.org/10.1002/wrcr.20156
https://doi.org/10.1890/08-1572.1
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1155121
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1155121
https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.15071
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agee.2004.01.015
https://doi.org/10.1890/0012-9658(1998)079%5B0003:ccatmf%5D2.0.co;2
https://doi.org/10.2136/sssaj2001.6551529x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s004420050363
https://doi.org/10.15406/mojes.2018.03.00059
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2745.2003.00757.x
https://doi.org/10.1029/2020JD033539
https://doi.org/10.1029/2020JD033539
https://doi.org/10.1002/2016WR020258
https://doi.org/10.1002/2016WR020258
https://doi.org/10.1002/hyp.13604
https://doi.org/10.1029/2017WR021875
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agrformet.2014.02.008
https://doi.org/10.1029/wr014i004p00601
https://doi.org/10.1002/2015WR017096
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40663-017-0103-1
https://doi.org/10.1093/treephys/16.1-2.263
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266467407004385
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecm.1500
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0076296


Journal of Advances in Modeling Earth Systems

CHENG ET AL.

10.1029/2021MS002603

16 of 18

Detto, M., Wright, S. J., Calderón, O., & Muller-Landau, H. C. (2018). Resource acquisition and reproductive strategies of tropical forest in 
response to the El Niño-Southern Oscillation. Nature Communications, 9(1), 1–8. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-03306-9

Domingues, T. F., Berry, J. A., Martinelli, L. A., Ometto, J. P. H. B., & Ehleringer, J. R. (2005). Parameterization of canopy structure and leaf-lev-
el gas exchange for an Eastern Amazonian tropical rain forest (Tapajós national forest, Pará, Brazil). Earth Interactions, 9(17), 1–23. https://
doi.org/10.1175/EI149.1

Don, A., Schumacher, J., & Freibauer, A. (2011). Impact of tropical land-use change on soil organic carbon stocks - A meta-analysis. Global 
Change Biology, 17(4), 1658–1670. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2010.02336.x

Drewniak, B. A. (2019). Simulating dynamic roots in the energy exascale Earth System land model. Journal of Advances in Modeling Earth 
Systems, 11(1), 338–359. https://doi.org/10.1029/2018MS001334

Faybishenko, B., Paton, S., Powell, T., Ryan, K., Pastorello, G., Varadharajan, C., et al. (2018). QA/QC-ed BCI meteorological drivers. NGEE 
Tropics Data Collection. https://doi.org/10.15486/ngt/1423307

Fisher, R., & Koven, C. (2020). Perspectives on the future of land surface models and the challenges of representing complex terrestrial systems. 
Journal of Advances in Modeling Earth Systems, 12(4), e2018MS001453. https://doi.org/10.1029/2018ms001453

Fisher, R., Koven, C., Anderegg, W., Christoffersen, B., Dietze, M., Farrior, C., et al. (2018). Vegetation demographics in Earth System Models: 
A review of progress and priorities. Global Change Biology, 24(1), 35–54. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.13910

Fisher, R., McDowell, N., Purves, D., Moorcroft, P., Sitch, S., Cox, P., et al. (2010). Assessing uncertainties in a second-generation dynamic 
vegetation model caused by ecological scale limitations. New Phytologist, 187(3), 666–681. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-8137.2010.03340.x

Fisher, R., Muszala, S., Verteinstein, M., Lawrence, P., Xu, C., McDowell, N., et  al. (2015). Taking off the training wheels: The properties 
of a dynamic vegetation model without climate envelopes, CLM4.5(ED). Geoscientific Model Development, 8(11), 3593–3619. https://doi.
org/10.5194/gmd-8-3593-2015

Ghimire, B., Riley, W. J., Koven, C. D., Mu, M. Q., & Randerson, J. T. (2016). Representing leaf and root physiological traits in CLM im-
proves global carbon and nitrogen cycling predictions. Journal of Advances in Modeling Earth Systems, 8(2), 598–613. https://doi.
org/10.1002/2015ms000538

Ghimire, C. P., Lubczynski, M. W., Bruijnzeel, L. A., & Chavarro-Rincón, D. (2014). Transpiration and canopy conductance of two con-
trasting forest types in the Lesser Himalaya of Central Nepal. Agricultural and Forest Meteorology, 197, 76–90. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
agrformet.2014.05.012

Gu, L., Norby, R., Haworth, I., Jensen, A., Turner, B., Walker, A., et al. (2016). Photosynthetic parame- ters and nutrient content of trees at the 
Panama crane sites. NGEE—Tropics. https://doi.org/10.15486/NGT/1255260

Guo, L., Mount, G. J., Hudson, S., Lin, H., & Levia, D. (2020). Pairing geophysical techniques improves understanding of the near-surface 
Critical Zone: Visualization of preferential routing of stemflow along coarse roots. Geoderma, 357, 113953. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
geoderma.2019.113953

Hagedorn, F., & Bundt, M. (2002). The age of preferential flow paths. Geoderma, 108(1–2), 119–132. https://doi.org/10.1016/
S0016-7061(02)00129-5

Hassler, S. K., Zimmermann, B., van Breugel, M., Hall, J. S., & Elsenbeer, H. (2011). Recovery of saturated hydraulic conductivity under sec-
ondary succession on former pasture in the humid tropics. Forest Ecology and Management, 261(10), 1634–1642. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
foreco.2010.06.031

He, M., Kimball, J. S., Running, S., Ballantyne, A., Guan, K., & Huemmrich, F. (2016). Satellite detection of soil moisture related water stress 
impacts on ecosystem productivity using the MODIS-based photochemical reflectance index. Remote Sensing of Environment, 186, 173–183. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rse.2016.08.019

Hodnett, M. G., & Tomasella, J. (2002). Marked differences between van Genuchten soil water-retention parameters for temperate and trop-
ical soils: A new water-retention pedo-transfer functions developed for tropical soils. Geoderma, 108, 155–180. https://doi.org/10.1016/
s0016-7061(02)00105-2

Hou, Z., Huang, M., Leung, L. R., Lin, G., & Ricciuto, D. M. (2012). Sensitivity of surface flux simulations to hydrologic parameters based on 
an uncertainty quantification framework applied to the Community Land Model. Journal of Geophysical Research, 117, D15108. https://doi.
org/10.1029/2012JD017521

Houghton, R. A. (2005). Aboveground forest biomass and the global carbon balance. Global Change Biology, 11(6), 945–958. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2005.00955.x

Huang, M., Hou, Z., Leung, L. R., Ke, Y., Liu, Y., Fang, Z., & Sun, Y. (2013). Uncertainty analysis of runoff simulations and parameter identifia-
bility in the community land model: Evidence from MOPEX basins. Journal of Hydrometeorology, 14(6), 1754–1772. https://doi.org/10.1175/
JHM-D-12-0138.1

Huang, M., Xu, Y., Longo, M., Keller, M., Knox, R., Koven, C., & Fisher, R. (2020). Assessing impacts of selective logging on water, energy, and 
carbon budgets and ecosystem dynamics in Amazon forests using the Functionally Assembled Terrestrial Ecosystem Simulator. Biogeoscienc-
es, 17, 4999–5023. https://doi.org/10.5194/bg-17-4999-2020

Hulshof, C. M., & Spasojevic, M. J. (2020). The edaphic control of plant diversity. Global Ecology and Biogeography, 29(10), 1634–1650. https://
doi.org/10.1111/geb.13151

Hurtt, G. C., Moorcroft, P. R., Pacala, S. W., & Levin, S. A. (1998). Terrestrial models and global change: Challenges for the future. Global 
Change Biology, 4(5), 581–590. https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2486.1998.00203.x

Ito, A., & Inatomi, M. (2012). Water-use efficiency of the terrestrial biosphere: A model analysis focusing on interactions between the global 
carbon and water cycles. Journal of Hydrometeorology, 13(2), 681–694. https://doi.org/10.1175/JHM-D-10-05034.1

Jiang, Y., Zang, R., Letcher, S. G., Ding, Y., Huang, Y., Lu, X., et al. (2016). Associations between plant composition/diversity and the abiotic 
environment across six vegetation types in a biodiversity hotspot of Hainan Island, China. Plant and Soil, 403(1–2), 21–35. https://doi.
org/10.1007/s11104-015-2723-y

Jirka, S., McDonald, A. J., Johnson, M. S., Feldpausch, T. R., Couto, E. G., & Riha, S. J. (2007). Relationships between soil hydrol-
ogy and forest structure and composition in the southern Brazilian Amazon. Journal of Vegetation Science, 18(2), 183–194. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1654-1103.2007.tb02529.x

Kim, Y., Knox, R. G., Longo, M., Medvigy, D., Hutyra, L. R., Pyle, E. H., et al. (2012). Seasonal carbon dynamics and water fluxes in an Amazon 
rainforest. Global Change Biology, 18(4), 1322–1334. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2011.02629.x

Knox, R., Faybishenko, B., Paton, S., Powell, T., Pastorello, G., Koven, C., et al. (2019). Panama Land Model (CLM/ELM) Site Drivers. 1.0. 
NGEE Tropics Data Collection. (dataset). https://doi.org/10.15486/ngt/1570244

Koven, C., Knox, R., Fisher, R., Chambers, J., Christoffersen, B., Davies, S., et al. (2019). Benchmarking and parameter sensitivity of physio-
logical and vegetation dynamics using the functionally assembled terrestrial ecosystem simulator (FATES) at Barro Colorado Island, Panama. 
Biogeosciences, 1–46. https://doi.org/10.5194/bg-2019-409

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-03306-9
https://doi.org/10.1175/EI149.1
https://doi.org/10.1175/EI149.1
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2010.02336.x
https://doi.org/10.1029/2018MS001334
https://doi.org/10.15486/ngt/1423307
https://doi.org/10.1029/2018ms001453
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.13910
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-8137.2010.03340.x
https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-8-3593-2015
https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-8-3593-2015
https://doi.org/10.1002/2015ms000538
https://doi.org/10.1002/2015ms000538
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agrformet.2014.05.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agrformet.2014.05.012
https://doi.org/10.15486/NGT/1255260
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoderma.2019.113953
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoderma.2019.113953
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0016-7061(02)00129-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0016-7061(02)00129-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2010.06.031
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2010.06.031
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rse.2016.08.019
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0016-7061(02)00105-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0016-7061(02)00105-2
https://doi.org/10.1029/2012JD017521
https://doi.org/10.1029/2012JD017521
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2005.00955.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2005.00955.x
https://doi.org/10.1175/JHM-D-12-0138.1
https://doi.org/10.1175/JHM-D-12-0138.1
https://doi.org/10.5194/bg-17-4999-2020
https://doi.org/10.1111/geb.13151
https://doi.org/10.1111/geb.13151
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2486.1998.00203.x
https://doi.org/10.1175/JHM-D-10-05034.1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11104-015-2723-y
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11104-015-2723-y
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1654-1103.2007.tb02529.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1654-1103.2007.tb02529.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2011.02629.x
https://doi.org/10.15486/ngt/1570244
https://doi.org/10.5194/bg-2019-409


Journal of Advances in Modeling Earth Systems

CHENG ET AL.

10.1029/2021MS002603

17 of 18

Kulmatiski, A., Beard, K. H., Stevens, J. R., & Cobbold, S. M. (2008). Plant-soil feedbacks: A meta-analytical review. Ecology Letters, 11(9), 
980–992. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1461-0248.2008.01209.x

Kupers, S. J., Wirth, C., Engelbrecht, B. M. J., & Rüger, N. (2019). Dry season soil water potential maps of a 50 hectare tropical forest plot on 
Barro Colorado Island, Panama. Scientific Data, 6(1), 1–9. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-019-0072-z

Kursar, T. A., Engelbrecht, B. M. J., & Tyree, M. T. (2005). A comparison of methods for determining soil water availability in two sites in Panama 
with similar rainfall but distinct tree communities. Journal of Tropical Ecology, 21(3), 297–305. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266467405002324

Leung, L. R., Bader, D. C., Taylor, M. A., & McCoy, R. B. (2020). An introduction to the energy exascale Earth System Model (E3SM) special 
collection: Goals, science drivers, development, and analysis. Journal of Advancing Modeling of Earth System, 12, e2019MS001821. https://
doi.org/10.1029/2019MS001821

Levine, P. A., Randerson, J. T., Chen, Y., Pritchard, M. S., Xu, M., & Hoffman, F. M. (2019). Soil moisture variability intensifies and prolongs 
eastern Amazon temperature and carbon cycle response to El Niño-Southern Oscillation. Journal of Climate, 32(4), 1273–1292. https://doi.
org/10.1175/JCLI-D-18-0150.1

Litt, G. F., Ogden, F. L., Mojica, A., Hendrickx, J. M. H., Kempema, E. W., Gardner, C. B., et al. (2020). Land cover effects on soil infiltration 
capacity measured using plot scale rainfall simulation in steep tropical lowlands of Central Panama. Hydrological Processes, 34(4), 878–897. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/hyp.13605

Lohse, K. A., Brooks, P. D., McIntosh, J. C., Meixner, T., & Huxman, T. E. (2009). Interactions between biogeochemistry and hydrologic systems. 
Annual Review of Environment and Resources, 34, 65–96. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.environ.33.031207.111141

Longo, M., & Keller, M. (2019). Not the same old(-growth) forests. New Phytologist, 221(4), 1672–1675. https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.15636
Longo, M., Knox, R. G., Medvigy, D. M., Levine, N. M., Dietze, M. C., Kim, Y., et al. (2019). The biophysics, ecology, and biogeochemistry 

of functionally diverse, vertically and horizontally heterogeneous ecosystems: The Ecosystem Demography model, version 2.2-Part 1: Model 
description. Geoscientific Model Development, 12(10), 4309–4346. https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-12-4309-2019

Manoli, G., Ivanov, V. Y., & Fatichi, S. (2018). Dry-season greening and water stress in Amazonia: The role of modeling leaf phenology. Journal 
of Geophysical Research: Biogeosciences, 123(6), 1909–1926. https://doi.org/10.1029/2017JG004282

Maréchaux, I., Bonal, D., Bartlett, M. K., Burban, B., Coste, S., Courtois, E. A., et al. (2018). Dry-season decline in tree sapflux is correlated with 
leaf turgor loss point in a tropical rainforest. Functional Ecology, 32, 2285–2297. https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2435.13188

Marthews, T. R., Burslem, D. F. R. P., Paton, S. R., Yangüez, F., & Mullins, C. E. (2008). Soil drying in a tropical forest: Three distinct environ-
ments controlled by gap size. Ecological Modelling, 216(3–4), 369–384. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolmodel.2008.05.011

Martins, K. G., Marques, M. C. M., dos Santos, E., & Marques, R. (2015). Effects of soil conditions on the diversity of tropical forests across a 
successional gradient. Forest Ecology and Management, 349, 4–11. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2015.04.018

Masaki, T., Hata, S., & Ide, Y. (2015). Heterogeneity in soil water and light environments and dispersal limitation: What facilitates tree species 
coexistence in a temperate forest? Plant Biology, 17(2), 449–458. https://doi.org/10.1111/plb.12253

Massoud, E. C., Xu, C., Fisher, R. A., Knox, R. G., Walker, A. P., Serbin, S. P., et al. (2019). Identification of key parameters controlling demo-
graphically structured vegetation dynamics in a land surface model: CLM4.5(FATES). Geoscientific Model Development, 12(9), 4133–4164. 
https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-12-4133-2019

McKay, M. D., Beckman, R. J., & Conover, W. J. (2000). A comparison of three methods for selecting values of input variables in the analysis of 
output from a computer code. Technometrics, 42(1), 55–61. https://doi.org/10.1080/00401706.2000.10485979

Melton, J. R., Shrestha, R. K., & Arora, V. K. (2015). The influence of soils on heterotrophic respiration exerts a strong control on net ecosystem 
productivity in seasonally dry Amazonian forests. Biogeosciences, 12(4), 1151–1168. https://doi.org/10.5194/bg-12-1151-2015

Mendivelso, H. A., Camarero, J. J., Royo Obregón, O., Gutiérrez, E., & Toledo, M. (2013). Differential growth responses to water balance of co-
existing deciduous tree species are linked to wood density in a Bolivian tropical dry forest. PLoS One, 8(10), e73855. https://doi.org/10.1371/
journal.pone.0073855

Mesquita, R. C., Ickes, K., Ganade, G., & Williamson, G. B. (2001). Alternative successional pathways in the Amazon Basin. Journal of Ecology, 
89(4), 528–537. https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2745.2001.00583.x

Moorcroft, P. R., Hurtt, G. C., & Pacala, S. W. (2001). A method for scaling vegetation dynamics: The ecosystem demography model (ED). 
Ecological Monographs, 71(4), 557–586. https://doi.org/10.1890/0012-9615(2001)071[0557:amfsvd]2.0.co;2

Needham, J. F., Chambers, J., Fisher, R., Knox, R., & Koven, C. D. (2020). Forest responses to simulated elevated CO2 under alternate hypotheses 
of size- and age-dependent mortality. Global Change Biology, 26, 5734–5753. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.15254

Negrón-Juárez, R. I., Koven, C. D., Riley, W. J., Knox, R. G., & Chambers, J. Q. (2015). Observed allocations of productivity and biomass, 
and turnover times in tropical forests are not accurately represented in CMIP5 Earth system models. Environmental Research Letters, 10(6), 
064017. https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/10/6/064017

Ogden, F. L., Crouch, T. D., Stallard, R. F., & Hall, J. S. (2013). Effect of land cover and use on dry season river runoff, runoff efficiency, and peak 
storm runoff in the seasonal tropics of Central Panama. Water Resources Research, 49(12), 8443–8462. https://doi.org/10.1002/2013WR013956

Oliveira, R. S., Dawson, T. E., Burgess, S. S. O., & Nepstad, D. C. (2005). Hydraulic redistribution in three Amazonian trees. Oecologia, 145(3), 
354–363. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-005-0108-2

Osnas, J. L. D., Lichstein, J. W., Reich, P. B., & Pacala, S. W. (2013). Global leaf trait relationships: Mass, area, and the leaf economics spectrum. 
Science, 340(6133), 741–744. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1231574

Pan, F., Zhu, J., Ye, M., Pachepsky, Y. A., & Wu, Y. S. (2011). Sensitivity analysis of unsaturated flow and contaminant transport with correlated 
parameters. Journal of Hydrology, 397(3–4), 238–249. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhydrol.2010.11.045

Pan, Y., Birdsey, R. A., Fang, J., Houghton, R., Kauppi, P. E., Kurz, W. A., et al. (2011). A large and persistent carbon sink in the World’s forests. 
Science, 333(6045), 988–993. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1201609

Pau, S., Detto, M., Kim, Y., & Still, C. J. (2018). Tropical forest temperature thresholds for gross primary productivity. Ecosphere, 9, 1–12. https://
doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.2311

Porazinska, D. L., Bardgett, R. D., Blaauw, M. B., HuntWilliam, H. W. W., Parsons, A. N., Seastedt, T. R., & Wall, D. H. (2003). Relationships 
at the aboveground-belowground interface: Plants, soil biota, and soil processes. Ecological Monographs, 73(3), 377–395. https://doi.org/10.
1890/0012-9615(2003)073[0377:rataip]2.0.co;2

Powell, T. L., Koven, C. D., Johnson, D. J., Faybishenko, B., Fisher, R. A., Knox, R. G., et al. (2018). Variation in hydroclimate sustains tropical 
forest biomass and promotes functional diversity. New Phytologist, 219(3), 932–946. https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.15271

Powers, J. S., Vargas, G. G., Brodribb, T. J., Schwartz, N. B., Pérez-Aviles, D., Smith-Martin, C. M., et al. (2020). A catastrophic tropical drought 
kills hydraulically vulnerable tree species. Global Change Biology, 26(5), 3122–3133. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.15037

Pugh, T. A. M., Arneth, A., Kautz, M., Poulter, B., & Smith, B. (2019). Important role of forest disturbances in the global biomass turnover and 
carbon sinks. Nature Geoscience, 12(9), 730–735. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41561-019-0427-2

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1461-0248.2008.01209.x
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-019-0072-z
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266467405002324
https://doi.org/10.1029/2019MS001821
https://doi.org/10.1029/2019MS001821
https://doi.org/10.1175/JCLI-D-18-0150.1
https://doi.org/10.1175/JCLI-D-18-0150.1
https://doi.org/10.1002/hyp.13605
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.environ.33.031207.111141
https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.15636
https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-12-4309-2019
https://doi.org/10.1029/2017JG004282
https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2435.13188
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolmodel.2008.05.011
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2015.04.018
https://doi.org/10.1111/plb.12253
https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-12-4133-2019
https://doi.org/10.1080/00401706.2000.10485979
https://doi.org/10.5194/bg-12-1151-2015
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0073855
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0073855
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2745.2001.00583.x
https://doi.org/10.1890/0012-9615(2001)071%5B0557:amfsvd%5D2.0.co;2
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.15254
https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/10/6/064017
https://doi.org/10.1002/2013WR013956
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-005-0108-2
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1231574
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhydrol.2010.11.045
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1201609
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.2311
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.2311
https://doi.org/10.1890/0012-9615(2003)073%5B0377:rataip%5D2.0.co;2
https://doi.org/10.1890/0012-9615(2003)073%5B0377:rataip%5D2.0.co;2
https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.15271
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.15037
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41561-019-0427-2


Journal of Advances in Modeling Earth Systems

CHENG ET AL.

10.1029/2021MS002603

18 of 18

Pugh, T. A. M., Lindeskog, M., Smith, B., Poulter, B., Arneth, A., Haverd, V., & Calle, L. (2019). Role of forest regrowth in global carbon sink 
dynamics. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 116(10), 4382–4387. https://doi.org/10.1073/
pnas.1810512116

Purves, D. W., Lichstein, J. W., Strigul, N., & Pacala, S. W. (2008). Predicting and understanding forest dynamics using a simple tractable 
model. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 105(44), 17018–17022. https://doi.org/10.1073/
pnas.0807754105

Rademacher, T. T., Basler, D., Eckes-Shephard, A. H., Fonti, P., Friend, A. D., Le Moine, J., & Richardson, A. D. (2019). Using direct phloem 
transport manipulation to advance understanding of carbon dynamics in forest trees. Frontiers in Forests and Global Change, 2. https://doi.
org/10.3389/ffgc.2019.00011

Restrepo-Coupe, N., Levine, N. M., Christoffersen, B. O., Albert, L. P., Wu, J., Costa, M. H., et al. (2017). Do dynamic global vegetation models 
capture the seasonality of carbon fluxes in the Amazon basin? A data-model intercomparison. Global Change Biology, 23(1), 191–208. https://
doi.org/10.1111/gcb.13442

Robinson, D. A., Campbell, C. S., Hopmans, J. W., Hornbuckle, B. K., Jones, S. B., Knight, R., et al. (2008). Soil moisture measurement for eco-
logical and hydrological watershed-scale observatories: A review. Vadose Zone Journal, 7(1), 358–389. https://doi.org/10.2136/vzj2007.0143

Rogers, A. (2014). The use and misuse of Vc,max in Earth System Models. Photosynthesis Research, 119(1–2), 15–29. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s11120-013-9818-1

Russo, S. E., Davies, S. J., King, D. A., & Tan, S. (2005). Soil-related performance variation and distributions of tree species in a Bornean rain 
forest. Journal of Ecology, 93(5), 879–889. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2745.2005.01030.x

Sarvade, S., Gupta, B., & Singh, M. (2016). Composition, diversity and distribution of tree species in response to changing soil properties 
with increasing distance from water source—A case study of Gobined. Sagar Reservoir in India, 13(2), 139–533. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s11629-015-3493-y

Schröter, D., Brussaard, L., De Deyn, G., Poveda, K., Brown, V. K., Berg, M. P., et al. (2004). Trophic interactions in a changing world: Modelling 
aboveground-belowground interactions. Basic and Applied Ecology, 5(6), 515–528. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.baae.2004.09.006

Silvertown, J., Araya, Y., & Gowing, D. (2015). Hydrological niches in terrestrial plant communities: A review. Journal of Ecology, 103(1), 
93–108. https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2745.12332

Sollins, P. (1998). Factors influencing species composition in tropical lowland rain forest: Does soil matter? Ecology, 79(1), 23–30. https://doi.or
g/10.1890/0012-9658(1998)079[0023:fiscit]2.0.co;2

Sousa, T. R., Schietti, J., Coelho de Souza, F., Esquivel-Muelbert, A., Ribeiro, I. O., Emílio, T., et al. (2020). Palms and trees resist extreme 
drought in Amazon forests with shallow water tables. Journal of Ecology, 108(5), 2070–2082. https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2745.13377

Tang, H., & Dubayah, R. (2017). Light-driven growth in Amazon evergreen forests explained by seasonal variations of vertical canopy struc-
ture. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 114(10), 2640–2644. https://doi.org/10.1073/
pnas.1616943114

Tóth, B., Weynants, M., Nemes, A., Makó, A., Bilas, G., & Tóth, G. (2015). New generation of hydraulic pedotransfer functions for Europe. 
European Journal of Soil Science, 66(1), 226–238. https://doi.org/10.1111/ejss.12192

Wan, J. Z., Yu, J. H., Yin, G. J., Song, Z. M., Wei, D. X., & Wang, C. J. (2019). Effects of soil properties on the spatial distribution of forest 
vegetation across China. Global Ecology and Conservation, 18, e00635. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2019.e00635

Watson, J. E. M., Evans, T., Venter, O., Williams, B., Tulloch, A., Stewart, C., et al. (2018). The exceptional value of intact forest ecosystems. 
Nature Ecology and Evolution, 2(4), 599–610. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-018-0490-x

Wei, S., Dai, Y., Duan, Q., Liu, B., & Yuan, H. (2014). A global soil data set for earth system modeling. Journal of Advances in Modeling Earth 
Systems, 6, 513–526. https://doi.org/10.1002/2013MS000293.Received

Wirth, R., Weber, B., & Ryel, R. J. (2001). Spatial and temporal variability of canopy structure in a tropical moist forest. Acta Oecologica, 
22(5–6), 235–244. https://doi.org/10.1016/S1146-609X(01)01123-7

Wohl, E., Barros, A., Brunsell, N., Chappell, N. A., Coe, M., Giambelluca, T., et al. (2012). The hydrology of the humid tropics. Nature Climate 
Change, 2(9), 655–662. https://doi.org/10.1038/nclimate1556

Wright, I. J., Reich, P. B., Westoby, M., Ackerly, D. D., Baruch, Z., Bongers, F., et al. (2004). The worldwide leaf economics spectrum. Nature, 
428, 821–827. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature02403

Wu, J., Albert, L. P., Lopes, A. P., Restrepo-Coupe, N., Hayek, M., Wiedemann, K. T., et al. (2016). Leaf development and demography explain 
photosynthetic seasonality in Amazon evergreen forests. Science, 351(6276), 972–976. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aad5068

Wu, J., Serbin, S. P., Ely, K. S., Wolfe, B. T., Dickman, L. T., Grossiord, C., et al. (2020). The response of stomatal conductance to seasonal 
drought in tropical forests. Global Change Biology, 26(2), 823–839. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.14820

Wu, J., Serbin, S. P., Xu, X., Albert, L. P., Chen, M., Meng, R., et al. (2017). The phenology of leaf quality and its within-canopy variation 
is essential for accurate modeling of photosynthesis in tropical evergreen forests. Global Change Biology, 23(11), 4814–4827. https://doi.
org/10.1111/gcb.13725

Xu, C., & Gertner, G. Z. (2008). Uncertainty and sensitivity analysis for models with correlated parameters. Reliability Engineering & System 
Safety, 93(10), 1563–1573. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ress.2007.06.003

Yan, B., Mao, J., Dickinson, R. E., Thornton, P. E., Shi, X., Ricciuto, D. M., et al. (2020). Modelling tree stem-water dynamics over an Amazonian 
rainforest. Ecohydrology, 13(1), 1–9. https://doi.org/10.1002/eco.2180

Zeng, X. (2001). Global vegetation root distribution for land modeling. Journal of Hydrometeorology, 2(5), 525–530. https://doi.
org/10.1175/1525-7541(2001)002<0525:gvrdfl>2.0.co;2

Zhang, J., Bruijnzeel, L. A., Quiñones, C. M., Tripoli, R., Asio, V. B., & van Meerveld, H. J. (2019). Soil physical characteristics of a degraded trop-
ical grassland and a ‘reforest’: Implications for runoff generation. Geoderma, 333, 163–177. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoderma.2018.07.022

Zhang, J., Bruijnzeel, L. A., Tripoli, R., & van Meerveld, H. J. I. (2018). Water budget and runoff response of a tropical multi-species “reforest” 
and effects of typhoon disturbance. Ecohydrology, 12, e2055. https://doi.org/10.1002/eco.2055

Zhu, Y., Queenborough, S. A., Condit, R., Hubbell, S. P., Ma, K. P., & Comita, L. S. (2018). Density-dependent survival varies with species 
life-history strategy in a tropical forest. Ecology Letters, 21(4), 506–515. https://doi.org/10.1111/ele.12915

Zinke, P. (1962). The Pattern of Influence of Individual Forest Trees on Soil Properties. Ecology, 43, 130–133. https://doi.org/10.2307/1932049
Zwartendijk, B. W., van Meerveld, H. J., Ghimire, C. P., Bruijnzeel, L. A., Ravelona, M., & Jones, J. P. G. (2017). Rebuilding soil hydrological 

functioning after swidden agriculture in eastern Madagascar. Agriculture, Ecosystems & Environment, 239, 101–111. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
agee.2017.01.002

https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1810512116
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1810512116
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0807754105
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0807754105
https://doi.org/10.3389/ffgc.2019.00011
https://doi.org/10.3389/ffgc.2019.00011
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.13442
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.13442
https://doi.org/10.2136/vzj2007.0143
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11120-013-9818-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11120-013-9818-1
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2745.2005.01030.x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11629-015-3493-y
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11629-015-3493-y
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.baae.2004.09.006
https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2745.12332
https://doi.org/10.1890/0012-9658(1998)079%5B0023:fiscit%5D2.0.co;2
https://doi.org/10.1890/0012-9658(1998)079%5B0023:fiscit%5D2.0.co;2
https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2745.13377
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1616943114
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1616943114
https://doi.org/10.1111/ejss.12192
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gecco.2019.e00635
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-018-0490-x
https://doi.org/10.1002/2013MS000293.Received
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1146-609X(01)01123-7
https://doi.org/10.1038/nclimate1556
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature02403
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aad5068
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.14820
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.13725
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.13725
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ress.2007.06.003
https://doi.org/10.1002/eco.2180
https://doi.org/10.1175/1525-7541(2001)002%3C0525:gvrdfl%3E2.0.co;2
https://doi.org/10.1175/1525-7541(2001)002%3C0525:gvrdfl%3E2.0.co;2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoderma.2018.07.022
https://doi.org/10.1002/eco.2055
https://doi.org/10.1111/ele.12915
https://doi.org/10.2307/1932049
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agee.2017.01.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agee.2017.01.002

	Modeling the Joint Effects of Vegetation Characteristics and Soil Properties on Ecosystem Dynamics in a Panama Tropical Forest
	Abstract
	Plain Language Summary
	1. Introduction
	2. Data and Methods
	2.1. Model Description
	2.2. Study Site and Data
	2.3. FATES and Soil Hydrological Parameters
	2.4. Model Experiment Design

	3. Results
	3.1. Large Ensembles of ELM-FATES Simulations
	3.2. Sensitivity of Carbon, Energy, and Water Fluxes
	3.3. Sensitivity of Forest Establishment
	3.4. Sensitivity of Dominance and Coexistence of Early and Late Successional PFT
	3.5. Impact of Tree Root Profile on Dry-Season Soil Moisture and GPP Dynamics

	4. Summary and Discussions
	4.1. Joint Effects of Vegetation Characteristics and Soil Features on Tropical Forest Dynamics
	4.2. Uncertainties and Limitations
	4.3. Future Directions
	4.3.1. Belowground Processes
	4.3.2. Soil Functions


	Conflict of Interest
	Data Availability Statement
	References




