
UCLA
Contemporary Music Score Collection

Title
8'66"

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/69q5211w

Author
Peaslee, Craig

Publication Date
2020

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/69q5211w
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


8'66"

Craig Peaslee



Craig Peaslee

Highly influenced by John Cage, 8'66" features a single piece performed in three different manners.

"Song of the Talpa People" calls for the pianist to play the selection while attempting to prevent any of

the piano hammers "fall" (hit the strings, causing sound); however, we know that the hammers will fall

- we simply do not know when and where these "falls" will happen. John Cage was a pioneer of

Indeterminant music, a single piece of music that can sound wildly different each time it is heard.

In "Funeral March for a Deaf Man" the written music was lined up directly to a section of Cage's

Lecture on Nothing so that whenever a syllable from the speech would be spoken the pianist plays the

note(s) that correspond at the same time. 

"In Futurm" finally allows the piece to be heard as originally written.

The titles for the three movents are taken from composition of "silent music" that predate Cage's 4'33"

1. Funeral March for the Obsequies of a Dead Man (1897) by Alphonse Allais (1854-1905).

2. In Gaston Leroux's 1903 La Double Vie de Thophraste Longuet," silent concerts are given by 

the Talpa people.

3. In futurum (1919) by Edwin Schul

8'66"
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Begin clock upon 

entering stage

∑

Admonish & silence the

audience for applauding

∑

Place sheet music upon

the piano music stand

Craig Peaslee

8'66"

& ∑

Hang hat/coat/scarf

upon the short stick

Create a scene about the

piano and piano bench not

being centered/aligned

∑

Move the piano to align it

with the piano bench

8.0"

& ∑

Take seat on piano bench and make adjustments, 

the final of which being to move the piano bench 

so that it is in your preferred location.

∑

16.0"

& ∑

Turn and wave/greet a

member of the audience

Struggle in raising the piano lid

(ask audience member, page turner 

or stagehand for assistance - if 

time permitting)

∑ ∑

Have the piano lid 

raised and begin 

movement I. Song 

of the Talpa People
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I. Song of the Talpa People
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