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S H I F T  
 
 
 

FOR PIANO, TRUMPET, and ALTO SAXOPHONE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FULL SCORE 



NOTES ON THE PIECE 
Shift explores the nature of change and adjustment in a social context. Throughout the piece, 
rhythmic patterns are shifted forward through the insertion of extra notes or lengthening of rhythmic 
durations, putting the various instruments in and out of alignment. The subtle resultant changes in 
pulse intend to reflect the instability but also the sense of excitement and renewal that can 
accompany change.  
 
 

NOTES ON PERFORMANCE 
Piano 
Cross note heads indicate that the player should mute the string(s) with their free hand. Mid-range  
pitches should sound as written but with a softer, more muffled sound. Higher pitches will have a less 
distinct pitch and produce a primarily percussive sound.  
 
Diamond note heads indicate a silent pressing of the key so that the sostenuto pedal can catch the 
dampeners for the specified notes.  
 

Indicates a piano harmonic with the sounding pitch in parentheses above the 
stricken note.  The player should maintain the harmonic until the end of the bracket 
above the staff.  

 
 
Indicates glissandi up or down strings from one sounding pitch to 
the next, activating various harmonics in between as performer 
glides their fingers.  

 
Preparation  

- The performer must place a small amount of blue tack about the size of a dollop of 
toothpaste on the Bb3 and Bb4 strings. The tack should be placed near the node that 
generally produces a sounding pitch one octave higher so that the resulting sound produces 
a somewhat unclear pitch. I have found that it tends to sound like a mixture of an octave 
higher and half or whole step lower.  

- The performer must place a larger amount of blue tack on the C#1 and D1 strings. The 
placement of the tack on these strings is less important, but the sounding pitch should be the 
same as written with a much more muted and rumbling sound.  

Trumpet  
Diamond note heads indicate a pitch-less air sound. Specific recommendations for the type of air 
sound are made in parentheses above the note.  
 
Cross note heads indicate a tongue stop, whereby the player quickly thrusts their tongue forward, 
hitting the mouthpiece and blocking the air from leaving their mouth. This should produce a pitch-less, 
percussive sound.  
 
                Denotes a gradual transition from open to covered mute or vice versa.  

 
Alto saxophone  
Diamond note heads indicate a pitch-less air sound. Specific recommendations for the type of air 
sound are made in parentheses above the note.  



Alto saxophone (cont.) 
Cross note heads indicate a slap tongue.  

 
T.R. indicates a tongue ram articulation, whereby the player quickly thrusts their tongue forward, 
hitting the reed while the player blows air into the instrument. This should produce a sound very 
similar to a tongue ram but with a slightly more breathy attack.  
 
 

Shift was commissioned by Nikolai Klotchkov. 
 
 

This is a C score. 
Approximate duration: 7’00” 
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