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Nick Ray  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Five Facets 

(2016) 

 

for wind quintet 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIVE FACETS for wind quintet 

 

 

 

 

I wrote the first two movements of this work in 2014 but laid the work aside for two years to work on other projects.  

I resumed it in the summer of 2016 and wrote the last three movements in quick succession. 

 

The first movement is a kind of prologue, being short and concerned with the exposition of the material rather than 

development.  The principal theme appears in varied form in the second (slow) movement and is used as a cantus 

firmus around which other layers of counterpoint accumulate. 

 

The scherzo (third movement) is preoccupied with a six-semiquaver motif that appears on its own and as an 

accompaniment to a more lyrical theme.  The character of this movement is mercurial but there are interruptions 

from sadder and more introspective material which arrest the flow but do not ultimately prevail, and the movement 

closes as whimsically as it began. 

 

The fourth movement (‘Infinite Distance’) is very short and deliberately inconclusive. 

 

The final movement is the longest.  It introduces no new material but brings into review all the previous themes, 

developing them both singly and in combination.  The final coda connects them all together before a decisive close 

in E major. 

 

Nick Ray 

November 2016 
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Nick Ray was born in 1973 in Gillingham, Kent. He studied piano and composition at Trinity 

College of Music, where he won prizes for both. He continued his study of composition at St 

John’s College, Cambridge University as a pupil of Alexander Goehr and gained his MPhil 

in 1999.  
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