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Paulo Brito 

 

 
[Kan Sha Wei Jie] 

�
�

Staring Wei Jie to Death 
 
 

 
 

Symphonic Evocation 
Based on an Episode from Chinese Antiquity 

For orchestra 

 
 
 

 
2017  



Background 
 
The story of Wei Jie (286-312 C.E.), though extant in several ancient Chinese sources, comes primarily 
from the Book of Jin, the annals of the Jin dynasty (265-410 C.E.). Wei Jie came from a prominent family 
of the ruling class, and himself served as an official at the imperial court. In his time, he was renowned for 
his oratory and rhetorical skill, but the source of his posthumous fame is rather different – his physical 
beauty, and the way it is supposed, according to the chronicle, to have caused his death. For while he was 
still a young man, China was thrown into turmoil by an invasion of barbarians. As the invaders moved in 
on the imperial capital, Wei Jie fled with his family southward, seeking the relative safety of the city known 
today as Nanjing. By the time he arrived there, word of his unearthly beauty had spread, so that all the 
townspeople had gathered to see him. Wei Jie, frail of health since childhood, did not have the strength to 
withstand the gaze of so many eyes upon him at once; thus, the legend goes, he was stared to death. 
 
Instrumentation 
 
2 Flutes (2nd doubling piccolo) 
2 Oboes (2nd doubling cor anglais) 
2 Clarinets (2nd doubling bass clarinet) 
2 Bassoons (2nd doubling contrabassoon) 
 
2 Horns 
2 Trumpets in C 
2 Trombones 
 
Timpani 
 
Percussion – 3 players: 

- Triangle, Snare drum, Glockenspiel 
- Tubular bells, Xylophone 
- Bass drum, Vibraphone 

 
Celesta 
Harp 
Piano 
 
8 First violins 
8 Second violins 
6 Violas 
4 Cellos 
2 Contrabasses 
 
Indications 
 

• The score is “in C”: all instruments sound at the written pitch, except: piccolo, xylophone and 
celesta sound an octave higher, contrabassoon and contrabasses sound an octave lower (glockenspiel 
sounds two octaves higher). 

 
• Accidentals are valid for a single pitch for the duration of the measure, and are maintained when 

tied over to the next measure (occasionally an accidental is repeated within the measure to avoid any 
ambiguity). 

 
• The indication con sord. in the brass parts always means the straight mute. 

 
• String sections always divide evenly (unless specifically indicated otherwise). 

 
• Four-string contrabasses with a C-extension capable of tuning the open fourth string to the pitches 

between the low C and E are required. 
 

• The four movements of the work are to be played continuously.  
 

• Total performance time is approximately 10 minutes. 

Paulo Brito
Copyright © 2017 Paulo Brito�
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p pp mf

p

p

p mp pp ppp
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