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PERFORMANCE NOTES
English Horn

The English horn should be placed off stage, out of view from the audience. The written dynamics indicate the intended balance within the
ensemble. Depending on the placement of the instrument, adjustments to dynamics may need to be made to maintain the desired balance.

Percussion
Bass Drum
With wire brush: : Make circles on the skin of the drum.
Notation with wooden sticks: Il
S = 3 L
i the skin O the wood of the im - On the metal of the rim - On the surrounding metal or doame seand
Low Tom High Tom Low Bongo
. : -
Two Toms and Two Bongos Notation: Jf & . » X

Chin the skin Onthe nm Opthe skin O the mm High Bongs

Sus. Cymbal (scrape from center): The duration of the note indicates the duration of the scrape. For sixteenth note scrapes, a fast scrape
should result in an intense crescendo.

Large Tam-Tam (scrape around edge): The duration of the note indicates the duration of the scrape. A crescendo indicates an increase in the
speed of the scrape. A

Acoustic Guitar: D €
Tuning: From low to high, the guitar's open strings should be tuned to E, A, D, G, Bb, F .g

I

L% ]

With thin wooden sticks: Both the open strings (standard note heads) and the body (indicated with note head "X") will be played with
thin wooden sticks. Chords with all open string indicated should be played by striking all open strings. The lowest and highest
open strings are also to be played individually with wooden sticks.

Plucked notes: Open strings are also indicated to be plucked (as normal).

Chords: Chords with no performance indication should be strummed in the direction of the articulation.

Slide: Finger the indicated pitch, pluck the string and quickly slide the stopped note up the fingerboard, continuing with enough finger
pressure to maintain discernible pitch.

Slide with metal scraper: A metal scraper (possibly a coin) should be slid on the indicated string from the nut to the bridge.



PROGRAM NOTE

Virginia Eliza Clemm Poe (August 15, 1822 — January 30, 1847) married Edgar Allen Poe at the young age of 13. The nature of the couple’s
relationship has been the subject of speculation by many biographers. Some suggest their relationship resembled that of brother and sister
more than husband and wife. It has even been suggested that the couple never consummated their marriage. Others differ, citing the
passionate affection shown in Poe’s love letters to Virginia. Accounts also seem to confirm that Virginia idolized her husband, always
keeping close to him and working to benefit both is personal and professional lives. Her valentine, written to Edgar on February 14, 1846,
their last Valentine’s Day before Virginia died of tuberculosis, shows her deep admiration and affection for her husband. She writes of her
desires to live blissfully and peacefully with Edgar, “removed from the world” and allow their love to strengthen their relationship and her
“weakened lungs.” Her admiration and desire for Edgar is not only seen in theme but also in structure. She presents her poem, her desire and
admiration for Edgar, in the form of an acrostic. For Virginia, her husband, his name, represented the beginning, middle and end of her short
life. Her life centered around her partner and this is what she expressed in her declaration to Edgar on February 14, 1846.

In my Faithfully Yours, Virginia, Virginia’s acrostic structure is represented in three movements, each movement using the lines of text that
spell each of Poe’s names. Since Poe’s name is such an important part of Virginia’s poem, it is this aspect that provides the structure for my
own work. The first movement, “Ever with thee I wish to roam —,” begins with a functional prelude that presents the three thematic ideas that
become the primary motives for each movement. The text for the first movement comes from the lines beginning EDGAR, which yield the
melodic motive “E D G A Re(D).” The second movement, “And the tattling of many tongues” uses the lines beginning ALLAN, yielding a
melodic motive “A La(A) La(A) A N(B-flat).” The third movement, ‘“Perfect ease we’ll enjoy,” employs the same method on the text POE.
Here “P” is represented by the pitch F-natural, “O” by the pitch D-natural and “E” by E-natural. The beginning and ending lines of Virginia’s
text, as well as the spelling of Poe’s last name, provides the overall tonal structure of the work, centered on E-Phrygian. The final movement
mirrors the first with its inclusion of a functioning postlude, declaring Virginia’s admiration for Edgar through the melodic presentation of “E
A F,”—Edgar Allan Poe.



“Valentine to Edgar Allan Poe”
Saturday, February 14, 1846

Ever with thee I wish to roam —

Dearest my life is thine.

Give me a cottage for a home

And a rich old cypress vine,

Removed from the world with its sin and care
And the tattling of many tongues.

Love alone shall guide us when we are there —
Love shall heal my weakened lungs;

And Oh, the tranquil hours we’ll spend,

Never wishing that others may see!

Perfect ease we’ll enjoy, without thinking to lend
Ourselves to the world and its glee —

Ever peaceful and blissful we’ll be.

Virginia Eliza Clemm Poe (Aug. 15, 1822 — Jan. 30, 1847)
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