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Bruce Lazarus
FIVE EXPLORATIONS OF THE MESSIER CATALOGUE OF
STAR CLUSTERS AND NEBULAE for solo piano

These five pieces form a complete concert suite from Musical Explorations of the Messier
Catalogue of Star Clusters and Nebulae, a series of fourteen piano compositions based on
the life work of French astronomer Charles Messier (1730-1817). Messier compiled a
catalogue of approximately 110 diffuse objects in the night sky, objects which are now
known as nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and immense patches of interstellar gas. The
resulting Messier Catalogue is still in common use today. Recent Hubble telescope photos
of Messier objects reveal vistas of extraordinary beauty and also great variation in energy
patterning — spiraling, floating, exploding, diffusing — which suggest musical variations in
rhythm, texture, formal design, and melodic elements. An album of the complete cycle,
performed by the composer, is available on Composers Concordance Recordings.
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Messier 63 “Sunflower” Galaxy p. 9
Messier 42 Orion Nebula p. 14
Messier 57 Ring Nebula p. 22
Messier 31 Andromeda Galaxy p. 24

Composer Bruce Lazarus characterizes his music as “concise, architectural, contemporary,
and in turn meditative, humorous, moody, and exuberant.” His music include pieces for
piano, chorus, voice, chamber ensembles, and theater. He resides in New York City.
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Cover images:
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Messier 104 "Sombrero" Galaxy
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Messier 63 "Sunflower" Galaxy
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Messier 42 Orion Nebula
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Messier 57 Ring Nebula
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Messier 31 - Andromeda Galaxy
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