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Ufahamu 38:2 Winter 2015

Editorial

We are very happy to welcome you back to UFAHAMU: A 
Journal of African Studies. Our last edition, Volume 38 Issue 1, 
a Special Edition on South Africa, was widely read and well-
received. Some of the articles in that edition have already sparked 
national debates. William H. Worger’s “The Tricameral Academy: 

in ‘Post-Apartheid’ South Africa”1 and Neo Lekgotla laga 
Ramoupi’s “African Research and Scholarship: 20 Years of Lost 
Opportunities to Transform Higher Education in South Africa,”2 
in particular, called into question the continued lack of diversity, 

-
demia, twenty years post independence. A shortened version of 
Ramoupi’s “African Research and Scholarship: 20 Years of Lost 
Opportunities to Transform Higher Education in South Africa” 
was reprinted in the February 6-12, 2015 hard-copy edition of the 
Mail & Guardian, a South African newspaper. Siona O’Connell, 
a University of Cape Town (UCT) lecturer, participated in this 
discourse as well.

O’Connell wrote a column in Cape Argus entitled, “What 
.”3 This piece highlighted the 

lack of transformation in the racial structure of the UCT faculty 
since 1994. After her piece, O’Connell received over 800 hate 
messages and various threats at her home and work.4 Accord-
ing to O’Connell, she was “pretty ‘much ostracized’ on campus” 
after writing the piece.5 As a Journal, we would like to take this 
opportunity to stand with and alongside O’Connell and other 
courageous authors who have sadly become targets of racist 
or sexist abuse due to their efforts to push for a more plural-
istic society. We also take this opportunity to extend Ufahamu 
as a medium for O’Connell and other scholars to highlight the 
ongoing disparities in academic hiring practices in South Africa 
and beyond.

Black Lives Matter

On a similar note, we would like to take a moment to share our 
unwavering support for the #blacklivesmatter movement, which 
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we believe is not solely significant for black people across the 
globe, but to all disempowered people as well. We believe and 
know that the incidents that ignited this new movement’s con-
sciousness in the United States did not happen in isolation from 
each other, nor can they be rightly understood as separate inci-
dents.6 Throughout our long history, Ufahamu has consistently 
pushed for a more egalitarian world. We are very excited to con-
tinue this tradition. As a Journal, we believe in the need for a 
collective push for strong examinations of the legal, social, and 
political systems in the United States that enables such violence 
and unbalanced forms of justice.7 The continued fight for social, 
economic, legal, and political equality seems to be just gearing up 
and these tragedies and public responses to them bring a wider 
awareness to the realities of the underrepresented. We continue 
to pledge Ufahamu as a medium for people to highlight inequality 
and injustice.

On our UCLA campus, protests over the police-killings of 
Eric Garner, John Crawford, Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, 
Tamir Rice and other unarmed black men and boys have been 
ongoing. But aside from protest demonstrations, others have used 
different venues to highlight the need for greater participation in 
activism around these issues. UCLA’s African-American and Afri-
can community themed residential hall celebrated Black History 
Month, last month, by producing a wonderful spectacle of perfor-
mances and activist presentations called Black Extravaganza.8 It 
was a poignant and colourful reminder that it is today’s genera-
tion’s turn to pick up the mantle and push for all forms of social 
justice, both in our own communities and throughout the world.

Elections in Africa

2015 will see many African countries go to the polls to elect 
their new leaders and voice positions on a number of important 
national issues. A dozen or more of these elections will decide 
national leadership roles, bringing international attention to the 
races and to specific agendas of those running.9 Overall, it is our 
hope that these elections are safe and fair, and that peoples’ 
wishes be respected, regardless of outcomes.

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/21/nyregion/death-of-a-man-in-custody-adds-fuel-to-a-dispute-over-a-policing-strategy.html?action=click&contentCollection=N.Y.%20%2F%20Region&module=RelatedCoverage&region=Marginalia&pgtype=article&_r=0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2014/09/25/ohio-wal-mart-surveillance-video-shows-police-shooting-and-killing-john-crawford-iii/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/11/24/tamir-rice-boy-shot-cleveland-police_n_6211064.html
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Current Edition

We are proud and excited that a sizeable amount of the contrib-
utors to this edition are from the African continent, with some 
also residing there. Like most interdisciplinary journals and edi-
tions, this collection of essays is eclectic and covers the width, 
breadth, and depth of the African continent. Although this issue 

-

stories, and political and economic analyses, to an art exhibition 
review, book reviews, and an exploration of continental colonial 
memories, histories, and legacies of the slave trade, there is surely 
something included for all our readers. So please enjoy!
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Future Editions

2015. This will be a commemorative issue, which will feature 
“voices from the past” coming back to touch us in the present. A 

Ufahamu’s
in our contemporary contexts. Along with these reworkings, the 
commemorative issue will feature a set of original essays authored 

-
nal’s earlier years of activism and scholarship, as well as on the 
more recent transitions in content and format. Essays in this next 
issue will also work to locate historically and in present academic 
discourses, a place for an interdisciplinary inter
studies, and where a journal such as Ufahamu -
ues to situate itself in such matrices.

Another interesting issue to look out for and for which to 
consider submitting a manuscript, will be Volume 39 Issue 1, set to 
be published in October, 2015. We are also extremely delighted to 
announce that we shall be working with Stichproben: Vienna Jour-
nal for African Studies (http://stichproben.univie.ac.at/) to publish 
a joint-edition, Volume 39 Issue 2, in the Winter of 2016. We shall 
be making calls for that Edition in the near future, so look out for 
this exciting collaborative opportunity.

Conclusion

We are extremely happy that our friends and broader community 

tastes, and consumption. We would like to share our gratitude for 
the support of all our valued readers and contributors, and we 
hope that this collaborative tradition continues for a very long 
time to come. Without you, there simply is no Ufahamu, so keep 
reading and writing!

Nana Osei-Opare and Jeremy Jacob Peretz
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