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Hit 

Pinch together the index fingers and thumbs of both hands. 

Raising hands slightly above head and give a short forward stabbing motion.

The musicians are to play short staccato notes.

How big (or how small) the movement is implies the dynamics of the hit.

Volume fader

Forming a fader arm, the other hand form a letter V 

to slide up and down. This is used for the long tones 

to swell.

Long tones

Pinch the thumb and index finger of both hands together. 

Bring the hands together and pull them apart along a 

horizontal plane. The musicians are to play one long tone 

until the OFF sign or the hit sign.

OFF

with open palms facing the ensemble at about shoulder height, and keeping one hand vertically above the other,

bring them quickly across the front of your body in a sweeping motion to the other side of your body, closing 

hands at the end. The grabbing is the cut-off point. This is for long tones to cut off.

This piece uses soundpainting, a live composing sign language for the performing arts, created by composer Walter Thompson.

Section M is a free section where the soundpainting takes place. The conductor will be the soundpainter, who live composes by giving

the signs. The pianist and drummer keep time with a consistent repetitive rhythm, while the others involve in the soundpainting process. 

In this piece it is limited to four signs, and all instrumentalists have to learn them to respond to the signs immediately. All performed 

events are to use the pitches assigned for each instruments. The soundpainting can last about 30-60 seconds. The section is over when 

the conductor cue the pianist and the drummer to move on to the next section.

The signs are to be responded on the ictus (for Hit, Long tones, OFF). The descriptions are as below:
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Soundpainting section: the conductor will use four signs: hits, long tones, off, volume fader. Refer to page 2.

Pianist and drummer set the consistent repetitive pulse, not responding to the signs until cue.

Musicians react to the soundpainting signs to perform corresponding events, using limited to the pitches at bar 172.

Exact pitches are preferred, but musicians may use the pitches is other register occasionally.
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