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Instrumentation 
  
 
 

2 Violins 

Viola 

Violoncello 

Contrabass  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
duration: 10’ 
 
 
 



Disposition of the instruments 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
symbols and notation 
 
 

  - Prolonged sound                                                    

- Prolonged sound or continuous glissando - without re-attacking. Small stems 
without noteheads are only for counting and orientation within a bar. Sound result is the same 
as if was written with two notes connected with a ligatura (slur). 
 

     -  quarter tone sharp                           - dal niente 

                                                                                                                                                                           

       -  quarter tone flat                                      -  al niente 

          -    three quarter tones sharp                            

       - slightly lower                                    - slightly higher 
 
 

   -   highest possible note in specific context 
 

 

-    unspecified pitch – used to designate that the span / ending notes of the glissando      

are free (ad lib.) 

o

B o

˜

1J

µ

     
         vcl 

 

      vln 2 

vln 1 

vla 

cb 



   - trills always semitone higher, unless specifically indicated otherwise with an 

accidental next to a trill sign. 

- very suddenly stop the crescendo by also dampening the string with a 

finger of the left hand. 

 
 
 
Positions of the bow: 
 
SP        –    sul ponticello (next to the bridge) 

MSP     –    molto sul ponticello (very high on the bridge) 

ST        –    sul tasto (next to the fingerboard) 

AST     –    alto sul tasto (high on the fingerboard) 

O          –    ordinario (normale) 

(MSP) (AST) (O)… – in brackets – reminder what has been so far 

- gradual bow displacement from one position to another.  

Applies to any combination of the positions of a bow 
 

 

 

Mutliphonic - by placing the finger of the left hand just behind the bow / e.g. between 

the bow and the bridge and at the same time play with a medium overpressure of the 

bow OR by lightly touching the open string and finding the right bow pressure so that 

the multiphonic is produced. 

 
 

                                

Pressures of the bow: 

 

 - normal bow pressure 
 
 
- medium overpressure 
 

 
 -   hard overpressure (but with pitches present to some small extent).  
     This is NOT a complete toneless scratch. There should be some sonority present in 

                 the prevailing noise.  

 

 - gradual progression from normal to hard bow pressure (and vice 

versa) 
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