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ABOUT THE WORK

I often find myself focusing on the subtle sounds that accompany the music-making process. The discrete
breaths of a singer between phrases, the noise of the bow on the string: I consider these sounds to be as
much a part of the piece as the “music” itself. In Coalescence, I explore this duality between noise and pitch
by shifting the structural roles that these elements play.

My text setting contrasts phonetics with words, which I use in correspondence to the noise-pitch spectrum.

The text is comprised of excerpts from Charles Baudelaire’s Ciel Brouillé. The poem's symbolism addresses
notions of memory, hope, and trepidation, to exemplify the depth and beauty in the ordinary.

Ciel brouillé

On dirait ton regard d'une vapeur couvert; One would say that your gaze was veiled with mist;
Ton oeil mystérieux (est-il bleu, gris ou vert?) Your mysterious eyes (are they blue, gray or green ?)
Alternativement tendre, réveur, cruel, Alternately tender, dreamy, cruel

Réfléchit I'indolence et la paleur du ciel. Reflect the indolence and pallor of the sky

Tu rappelles ces jours blancs, tiedes et voilés, You call to mind those days, white, soft, and mild

Qui font se fondre en pleurs les coeurs ensorcelés, That make enchanted hearts bust into tears,

Quand, agités d'un mal inconnu qui les tord, When, shaken by a mysterious, wracking pain

Les nerfs trop éveillés raillent 'esprit qui dort. The nerves, too wide-awake, jeer at the sleeping mind.
Tu ressembles parfois a ces beaux horizons You resemble at times those gorgeous horizons
Qu'allument les soleils des brumeuses saisons... That the sun sets ablaze in the seasons of mist

Comme tu resplendis, paysage mouillé How resplendent you are, landscape drenched with rain,

Qu'enflamment les rayons tombant d'un ciel brouillé! Aflame with rays that fall from a cloudy sky!

O femme dangereuse, 6 séduisants climats! O dangerous woman, O alluring climates!
Adorerai-je aussi ta neige et vos frimas, Will I also adore your snow and your hoar-frost,
Et saurai-je tirer de l'implacable hiver And can I draw from your implacable winter
Des plaisirs plus aigus que la glace et le fer? Pleasures keener than iron or ice ?

— Charles Baudelaire

Coalescence was commissioned by Ensemble Edge and Martha Petri with support from Statens Kunstfond
and the Danish Arts Foundation. The work was premiered on August 11, 2018 at Symfonisk Sal
(Musikhuset Aarhus) in Aarhus, Denmark.
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Performance Notes

circles at edge of crescendos and diminuendos
indicate that the starting/ending dynamic is niente.

air noise - audible exhale (inhale is sometimes indicated).

register of air -high, medium, or low (relative to singer’s range).

vocal fry

sul ponticello -close to bridge

sul tasto - near fingerboard

ordinario - return to normal style of playing

flautando - flute-like

A harmonic that produces multiple pitches. I only specify
approximate placement of node, the sounding results will vary
between performers and instruments.



gradual change from one sound or style of playing to another.

Apply bow pressure to distort pitch. Contour of the shape
dictates the amount of bow pressure to apply.

Diamond noteheads refer to harmonics; indicating where the
fingers are placed. The sounding pitches will be indicated in
parenthesis. Roman numerals refer to which string the harmonic
is being played on.

Harmonic glissando

Dampen strings with hand to produce a pitchless sound.

Bow the body of the instrument, preferably on the waist of the
instrument
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