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Matthew Lomax

Insectivorous
Acid Snap - Tissue Cage - Wilt

For Chamber Orchestra





Duration 8'00

Woodwinds and Brass

Performers should traverse 'Acid Snap' as such:

Perform the first cell, return to the beginning.

Perform the first two cells, return to the beginning.

Perform the first three cells, return to the beginning. (etc..) 

Tempo is not strict, performers should play independently.

Distant and quivering.

Matthew Lomax

Strings

Performers should move very slowly through each section, 

move to next section when signalled to by the conductor.

speed up and slow down in response to how animated

 the woodwind and brass section are.

Performers should play independently.

Clinical and static.

Acid Snap - Tissue Cage - Wilt

For Chamber Orchestra

First performed at the Royal College of Music

10th February 2019

Conducted by Vicente Chavarría

Insectivorous grew from a fascination with the movement of carnivorous

plants and the mechanisms that they have developed to capture and break

down prey. With each section of the piece following different stages of

the plants' feeding processes, the ensemble itself becomes an organism 

that treats musical material like prey - dissolving and transferring it across

different instrumental groups.

Insectivorous

Insectivorous grew from a fascination with the movement of carnivorous plants and the mechanisms that they have

developed to capture and break down prey.

With each section of the piece following different stages of the plants' feeding processes, the ensemble itself becomes

an organism that treats musical material like prey - dissolving, tearing and transferring it across different instrumental

groups.

Note on 'Acid Snap'

This section of the piece should start before the audience enters the concert space and should end once they have taken

their seats and are (hopefully) quiet. 

'Acid Snap' is unconducted, apart from the two cues that signal to continue 

(these could also be signalled by one of the string players)
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For Chamber Orchestra
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∑
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Double Bass

behind bridge

*See composer's notes on previous page!
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B í ™™

Vla.

decrease trem.

î™™

sub.ff

overpressure

cut off!

?
í ™™

decrease trem.

î™™

overpressure

cut off!

?
í ™™

Vcl.
increase trem. decrease trem.

î™™

sub.ff

overpressure

cut off!

?
í ™™ ∑ î™™

è

overpressure

cut off!

‚# œn

œn

œ#
œ

‚#

‚n ‚b ‚n ‚ ‚

‚n
‚#

œ#

œn

˙#

˙

‚n
‚

7

œ œ

œ#

j

œ œ

œ# ™ œ

‚
‚#

œ#

œ

˙#

˙

‚n
‚

7

œ œ œ ™ œ ‚# œn

J

œ œn ‚

J
œ# œ# œ ™œ ™

œn
œ#

œ# ™ ‚

œ# œ

œn
œ œ# œ œ#

œ# ‰™
œ# œn œ œ# ™ œ ˙ œ ™ œ

œ

J

œ ™ œ ‚

œn

7

œ

7

œ

7

œ
œ# œ œ

œ# ™ ‚

J

œ#
œn
œ#

œ

7

œ
7 7 7

7

‚

j

œ# œ

œn
œn œ# œ œ

œ# ‰™

œn

7

œ

7

œ

7

œ
œ# œ œ

œ# ™ ‚

J

‚

j
‚# ‚

‚

j

‚ ™ ‚

r

‚n
‚

j

‚

j
‚ ‚

‚n
‰

7

‚#

7

‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚‚

7

‚‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚‚

7

‚

7 7 7 7

‚

‰
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7

‚#

7

‚

7

‚‚

7

‚‚

7

‚‚

7

‚‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚‚

7

‚‚

7

‚‚

7

‚‚

7

‚

7 77 7

‚

‰

œ# œ œ ™

œ ™

œ

œ

‚

j

œ œ#

œn œn

œb
œb
œ
®

œ œ
œ œ# œ

œ#
œ
®

œ#

7 7

œ

J

œ œ

J

œ ‚ ‚

≈
œn œ ˙ œ

‚b ™ ‚ ‚

R
œn

j

œ# œ ‚
œn

j ≈
œn œ ˙ œ

‚b ™ ‚ ‚

R

‰
œ

œ

≈

œn
œb œ œ ™ ‚

R

O
œ
b

O
œ
b
b

O
œ

ææ
æ

O
œ
b
b

æ

O
œn

œ

œn

ææ
æ

O
œ
b

O
œ
b
b

O
œ

O
œ
b
b

ææ

O
œn

œ

œn

n

O
œ
b
b

ææ
æ

O
œ
b
n
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O
œn

b
O
œ
n
#

O
œ
n
#

O
œ
#

œ

œn

n

O
œ
b
b

O
œ
b
n

ææ
æ

O
œn

b
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æ

O
œ
n
#
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O
œ
n
#
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O
œ
#

œ

œn
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æ
œ
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œ

œ
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æ
œ
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°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

1

2

1

1

2

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

Db.

mp

D

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

pp p pp p ppp

pp
p pp

ppp

pp p

ppp
p

pp
p pp

ppp

ppp
pp ppp

ppp
pp p

pp

ppp pp p

ppp

pp

pp

&
í ™™

Fl.

ord.

Woodwinds and Brass

unsettled and weary, as if wounded - still distant...

Strings

similar to previous section - overpressure not to exceed mf

breathy

î™™

,

í ™™

+

slap tongue

î™™ í
™
™

sim.

î™™ í
™
™

.>
.> .> .>

î™™ í
™
™

sim.

î™™

,

í ™™ î™™í
™
™

>

3

-

î™™

3 3

&
í ™™

very breathy

3

î™™í
™
™

.>
.>

î™™

.> .>

í ™™

(soften attack)

slap tongue

+
+

î™™

,

í ™™

+

slap tongue

î™™ í
™
™

+

î™™ í
™
™

breathy

î™™

3 3 3
3

&
í ™™

Ob.

breathy

-

î™™ í
™
™

3

î™™ í
™
™

-

towards breath

î™™

,

í ™™

+

slap tongue

î™™

,

&
í ™™

2

breathy

î™™ í
™
™

+

slap tongue

î™™ í
™
™

>

very breathy

î™™ í
™
™

3

î™™

-
,

í ™™

> >

breathy

î™™

&
í ™™

towards breath

> >

î™™

,

í ™™

sim.

î™™ í
™
™

.> .>

.>
cut off!

î™™

.>
.> ,

í ™™

very breathy

+

-

î™™ í
™
™

breathy

î™™ í
™
™

sim.

î™™

5 5

5 5

3

3

&
í ™™

Cl. in Bb

very breathy +

î™™

,

í ™™

3

-

î™™ í
™
™

breathy sim.

î™™ í
™
™

> 3

î™™ í
™
™

towards breath

î™™

3

3

3

3

3

? í ™™
1

.>
.> .>

breathy

-

î™™ í
™
™

sim.

î™™ í
™
™

sim.

î™™

,

í ™™

>

>

î™™

,

í ™™
> .

>

î™™

,

3

3

3

? í ™™

Bn.

+

smorzato

3 3

towards breath

î™™

,

í ™™

>
.

>

î™™ í
™
™

>

>

î™™ í ™™
.
>

.
>
.
>

cut off!

.
>

.
>

î™™

,

í ™™

sim.

î™™

3

3

3

5 5

&
í ™™

breathy

3

î™™ í
™
™

breathy

î™™

,

í ™™

.
>

î™™ í
™
™

.
>

.
>

.

> .
> .
>

5

î™™ í
™
™ î™™ í ™™

.
>

.
>

.
>

.
>

.
>

.
>

,

î™™

5

5 5

&
í ™™

Hn. in F

.
>
.
>

.
>
.
>

î™™

,

.
>

.
>

í ™™

breathy

3

î™™ í ™™

sim.

î™™ í
™
™

.
>

-

î™™

,

í ™™ î™™

,

í ™™ î™™

5 5

3

&
í ™™

Tpt. in Bb

gliss.

.>

î™™ í
™
™

breathy

î™™í
™
™

sim.

î™™

,

increase trem.

í ™™ î™™ í
™
™

sim.

î™™

,
3

3

&
í ™™

very breathy

î™™

,

í ™™

breathy

3

î™™ í
™
™ î™™ í ™™ î™™ í

™
™

-

î™™

&
í ™™

increase tremolo decrease increase tremolo (stop tremolo!)

&
í ™™

Vln. I decrease tremolo

&
í ™™

increase tremolo decrease

&
í ™™

Vln. II

B í ™™

Vla.

increase tremolo decrease

B í ™™

increase tremolo decrease

?

Vcl.

increase tremolo decrease

? í ™™

(stop tremolo!)

? í ™™
è

behind bridge

œ

J

œ œ ‚

J œ
œ# ™ œ

œ

J

œ œ ‚#
≈
‚b

‚ ‚ ‚
œb

‚

‚

r

œ# œ#

œ#
œn

‚# ™ ‚
‚ ‚

J

‚n ‚ ™ ‚

R

‚b ‚

J

‚ ‚ ‚

R
≈

‚
‚ ‚ ‚

œ

œ#
œ

‚#

‚ ‚ ‚n

J

O ‚

J
œ
œ# ™ œ

j

œ#

j

œ œ

œ# ™ œ

œb
‚n

‚

r

œ œ œ ™
œ œ œ ‚

R
‚# ‚

j
‚# ‚ ™ ‚

R œ#
œ
œ#

œ

7

œ
7 7 7

7

‚

‚# ‚ ™‚
≈

œ# œn œ œ# ™ œ O ‚ ™ œ
‚# ‚ ™‚

r œ# œ œ ‚

R
‚b ‚

J

‚b œ œ ‚
≈

œ œ œ
œn ™ ˙

œ
œ œ ‚

‚# ™‚

r

œ# œ œ ™

œ ™

œ

œ

‚

r

œ œ#

œn œ

œ#
œ

œb
® ‚b ‚ ‚

œn

œ ™ ‚
œn ™ œ

J

‚

œ ‚

r

‚b ‚b‚ ‚
œ

‚n

j
‚# ‚

‚

j

‚ ‚ ‚
œ# ™ ‚

œn ™

J

˙# ‚n ‚

‚
‚

j

‚

j
‚ ‚

‚
‰

œ# œ œ ™

œ ™

œ

œ

‚

œ

œ

≈

œ

œ# œ œ ™ ‚

R
œ# œ

j

‚

r
w ‚

J

œ

œn œ œ
œ œ

R ≈
œn

7

œ

œ

œ#

7 7
7

œ

J

œ œ

J

œ ‚

≈
œ

7

œ

œ

œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ
œ œ# œ

œ#
œ
® w ‚

J

‚# ‚

j

‚ ‚

r

œb ‚ ‚ œn

®
œ# œ œ# œ

j

œ œ
œ

œ
œn
œ
œ

®

O

≈

œ# œ

œ œ
œn œn

‰™

≈

œ# œ

œ œ
œ œ

‰™ ‚# ‚

j

‚ ‚ ™

j

œ#

r

‚n

j

œ#

œ œ œ#
œn œ O ‚b ‚

j

œb
œ œ#

œn ™
œ

œb

R
œ# œ œ

œ ™™ œ œ ™ ‚

˙# ‚n
‚ ‰ œ œb

7

œb œ œ

œn ™ ‚

R

‚ ™ ‚
‚# ‚n

˙b œ

J
‚ ‚ ‚ ‚

œ# œ œ
œ ™™ ˙

œ#
œ# ™™ œ

j

O
œ

ææ

O
œ O

œ
b

O
˙# ™
™

ææ
æ

O
œ
b O

œ
b

ææ

O
œ O

œ O
œ
b

O
˙# ™
™

O
œ
b

ææ
æ

O
œ
b

O
œ
# O

œ

æ

O
œ
#

ææ

O
œ
#
n

ææ
æ

O
œ
#

æ

O
œb

ææ

O
œ
# O

œ O
œ
#

O
œ
#
n O

œ
# O

œb

æ
œ

ææ
œ

æææ
œ#

ææ
œ#

œ#
œ

œ
œ

œ# œ#

œ#
œ

œb
œ

æ
œb

ææ
œb

ææ
œb

ææ
œ

œb œb
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Db.

2

1

pp ppp

p pp

pp p ppp

pp p

p

ppp p

p

&
í ™™

Fl.

+

slap tongue

+

î™™ í ™™

>

decrease tremolo

towards breath

>

5

î™™ í ™™

(increase!)

Continue repeating entirety of D until signalled to continue into 'Tissue Cage' (attacca...)

(ord.)

smorzato

î™™

,

í ™™

+

L

î™™

3 3

&
í ™™

>

decrease flutter

towards breath

>

5

î™™ í
™
™

(increase!)

ord.

smorzato

î™™

,

í ™™

breathy

î™™ í ™™

sim.

î™™ í ™™

>

towards breath

,

î™™

&
í ™™

Ob.

.>

.> .> .>

î™™ í ™™

.>

.
>

> > >

î™™ í ™™

>

towards breath

î™™ í ™™

>
>

towards breath

î™™

5
5

3

&
í ™™

towards breath

smorzato

î™™

,

í ™™

.>

.> .> .>

î™™ í ™™

.>

.
>

>
>

towards breath

,

î™™

5 5

3

&
í ™™

3

-

î™™ í ™™

3

î™™ í ™™

alternate fingerings

very breathy

smorzato

,

î™™

3

3

3

6 6 6 3 3

&
í ™™

Cl. in Bb flutter

very breathy

> >

î™™ í ™™

smorzato

alternate fingerings

î™™ í ™™

towards breath

î™™

,

í ™™

.> .>

.>
cut off!

.>
.>

î™™

5 5
6 6 6 3

3

5 5

?
í ™™

.
>

.
>

.
>

cut off!

î™™

,

í ™™

+

smorzato

3

towards breath

3

î™™ í ™™

+

slap tongue

î™™ í ™™

>

î™™

5 5

3

5

?
í ™™

Bn.

sim.

î™™ í ™™

>

î™™

,

í ™™

+

î™™ í ™™

.>
.> .>

breathy

-

î™™

5

3

&
í ™™

flutter

.
>

î™™

,

í ™™

3

î™™ í
™
™

.
>

.
>

.
>

cut off!

î™™

,

í ™™

sim.

î™™

3

5 5

&
í ™™

Hn. in F

3

î™™ í ™™

.
>

î™™

,

í ™™

.
>

.
>

.

>

î™™

,

í ™™

.
>

.
>

.
>

cut off!

î™™

5 5 5 5

&
í ™™

Tpt. in Bb

î™™

,

í ™™ î™™

,

í ™™
-

î™™

3

&
í ™™

gliss.

-

î™™

,

í ™™ î™™ í ™™ î™™ í ™™

(ord.)

î™™ í ™™ î™™

3

3

&
í ™™

Vln. I

decrease trem.

î™™

&
í ™™

decrease tremolo

î™™

&
í ™™

increase trem.
decrease trem.

î™™

&
í ™™

Vln. II

decrease trem.

î™™

B í ™™

decrease trem.

î™™

B í ™™

Vla.

decrease trem.

î™™

?
í ™™

decrease trem.

î™™

?
í ™™

Vcl.
increase trem. decrease trem.

î™™

?
í ™™ ∑ î™™

‚# œn

œn

œ#
œ

‚#

‚n ‚b ‚n ‚ ‚

‚n
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œn

˙#

˙

‚n
‚

7

œ œ
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j

œ œ

œ# ™ œ

‚
‚#
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œ

˙#

˙

‚n
‚

7

œ œ œ ™ œ ‚# œn

J

œ œn ‚

J
œ# œ# œ ™œ ™

œn
œ#

œ# ™ ‚

œ# œ

œn
œ œ# œ œ#

œ# ‰™
œ# œn œ œ# ™ œ ˙ œ ™ œ

œ

J

œ ™ œ ‚

œn

7

œ

7

œ

7

œ
œ# œ œ

œ# ™ ‚

J

œ#
œn

œ#
œ

7

œ
7 7 7

7

‚

j

œ# œ

œn
œn œ# œ œ

œ# ‰™

œn

7

œ

7

œ

7

œ
œ# œ œ

œ# ™ ‚

J

‚

j
‚# ‚

‚

j

‚ ™ ‚

r

‚n
‚

j

‚

j
‚ ‚

‚n
‰

7

‚#

7

‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚

7 7 7 7

‚

‰

œn
œn œ ‚

‚# ™ ‚

7

‚#

7

‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7
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7
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7

‚ ‚

7
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7

‚ ‚

7

‚ ‚

7

‚

7 7 7 7

‚

‰

œ# œ œ ™

œ ™

œ

œ

‚

j

œ œ#

œn œn
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œb

œ
®

œ œ
œ œ# œ

œ#
œ
®
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7 7

œ

J

œ œ

J
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≈
œn œ ˙ œ
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R
œn

j
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œn

j ≈
œn œ ˙ œ

‚b ™ ‚ ‚

R

‰
œ

œ

≈

œn
œb œ œ ™ ‚

R
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œn œ
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‚# ‚
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r
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≈
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‚# ‚n œ#
œ# ™™ œ

œb
œn œ#
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œn
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R ≈

œb

j

w œ

j
˙b ‚n ‚

7

œb œn
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R
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œ
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b
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œ

O
œ
b
b
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#
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#
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O
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œ
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1
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1

1
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1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

1
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Db.

f ( mf ) f

mf
f

mf

q=46

f fp fp
mf

o
mf

f ( mf ) f

mf
f

mf

f fp
fp

mf

o
mf

f

p

f fp
mf

p f

f
p

f fp
mf

p

f

f
( mf ) f

mf
f

mf

f

p

f fp fp
mf

o
mf

f fp mf f fp mf

f fp fp
mf

p fp
mf

p ff
fp mf

f fp mf ff

f mf

fp
mf p f p fp

f mf f p
mf

f
mf

sub. ff
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