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glistening ray [“kintsugi”]  

Commissioned by soundSCAPE festival 2019  

Premiere Performance by FLUX Quartet 

Duration 

ca. 7 min 

Program Note 

 “Kintsugi” is a traditional Japanese craftsman technique which intends to repair broken pottery with 
golden lacquer by mending the broken pieces. The philosophy behind this artistry has a deeper connection to the 
Japanese aesthetics of embracing imperfection as a part of wabi-sabi. Instead of masking the defect or trying to 
remodel it back to the original form, the golden seam of lacquer rather highlights the “scar” as a part of a life 
event. This string quartet work, glistening ray, was inspired by such beauty of embracing the flaw into a 
transformed new artwork. Through the music, the piece expresses the progress of creation, flaw, and restoration 
with the timbre explorations of strings. 
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Performance Notes 

 

Notation in a box with line 

 

wind sweep  
   

Spiral bowing 

 pizz. ↷     arrowed   

         pizzicato 

 

Bow Pressure 
Marking 

. 
    

= repeat the material in the box for the 
duration of the line 

= rapidly sweep back and forth across the 
fingerboard col legno for wind-like sound 

 = make spiral motion 
between sul pont. and sul 
tasto with varying speed 
and sizes of the circle 

 = exaggerated motion of the right hand after 
plucking the string. The rise and fall 
movement of the arm should always be in 
motion even over the rests, and never to be 
stationary until the next note is played.  

= increase and decrease in the bowing 
pressure
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