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ARTICLE ABSTRACTS

OTTOMANIZING THE MAPS OF PALESTINE: OTTOMAN
APPROPRIATION OF EUROPEAN CARTOGRAPHIC KNOWLEDGE
AND ITS UTILIZATION FOR LATE OTTOMAN NEEDS

Roy Marom

Maps described as ‘Ottoman’ often reflect external geographic knowledge or are
the work of foreigners. This article suggests defining maps as ‘Ottoman’ based
on their use by Ottomans. Late Ottoman maps of Palestine show that Ottomans
appropriated and naturalized European cartographic knowledge as a function of
their specific ideological, administrative, civilian and military needs. These maps
omit details that culturally or politically challenged the Ottoman worldview such
as the Judeo-Christian emphasis on biblical sites prevailing in the PEF maps.
Ottoman maps were thus hybrid in nature: they combined traits prevalent in
Ottoman cartography, such as hand drawings and bilingualism, while also tending
to highlight major topographical features, key localities, roads, communication
infrastructure, and administrative boundaries in response to the Empire’s post-
Tanzimar needs. The maps themselves testify to the creation of ‘Palestine’ as an
Ottoman space that amalgamated the Islamic connotations of Jund Filastin with
the European territorial demarcation of the Holy Land, and frequently equated it
with the Mutasarrifiyya of Jerusalem.

JAFFA AND THE QUESTION OF ENCIRCLEMENT:
THE STRUGGLE OVER THE CITY’S BORDERS AT THE END OF
THE MANDATE PERIOD

Tamir Goren

Tel Aviv, which the Arab inhabitants of Jaffa viewed as the realization of the
Zionist enterprise during the British mandate period, can be considered to have
fostered the hostility directed against it. As the city developed, it was perceived
as a threat to Jaffa. The British authorities’ approval of the expansion of the Tel
Aviv city limits in the early 1940s, posed a severe challenge to Jaffa’s future, and
triggered a struggle to achieve two goals: preventing the expansion of Tel Aviv and
encouraging the enlargement of Jaffa. Tel Aviv was accused of seeking to expand
at Jaffa’s expense—a plan that was termed a ‘Zionist conspiracy’. Not surprisingly,

the struggle escalated from a local crisis into a country-wide conflict. This episode





