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Fox Hollow

a string quartet in four movements.

[. "Sawmill Tuning"

II. "Midday Blues"

[II. "Natural Amphitheatre"

IV. "Campground Cacophony Under the Stars"

by David A. Jafte

commissioned by the Lafayette String Quartet

time of performance: ca. 18'
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Performance Notes

1. The piece is in four connected movements that are performed without pause.
2. All glissandi should occupy the full duration of the note.
3. Staccato notes should be quite short; accents should be sharp.

4. The cello col legno in the first movement is best performed with a wooden dowel,
slightly larger than a pencil, available in most hardware stores. This produces a better
sound and prevents damage to the bow.

5. In sections marked "independent" one or more players proceed each in his/her own tempo,
with no attempt to synchronize. The vertical alignment of the parts in the score in such
sections is only very approximate. Bar numbers are suspended for the duration of such
sections and resume after the section. A square fermata is used at the end of such sections to
indicate "wait for others."

6. Tempos may be adjusted, but tempo ratios should be strictly observed.
7. When changing meters, the denominator values stay constant, unless otherwise specified.

For example, going between 4/4 and 2/2, both the old quarter note and the old half note continue
at the same speed.



Program Notes

The title refers to the Fox Hollow Folk Festival, which I attended and performed in as a teenager.
The festival was hosted by the Beers Family on their family homestead in upstate New York, and
ran from 1966 to 1980.

It was a festival of the times, steeped in romance as a world of musical magic and enchantment
was created. It was a festival of intimacy and limited attendance that brought together “big names”
with lesser known traditional artists. Most remarkably, it was purely acoustic — no electricity.*

"Fox Hollow" for string quartet is in four movements depicting different moods and

times of day, beginning with early morning and ending with an all-night campground jam session.
Additionally, each movement is structured around the open strings of a different folk

folk instrument in the following order: banjo (Appalachian modal tuning), guitar, mandolin,

and fiddle. The movements are played without pause, with cadenzas providing a link from one to the
next: first viola, then cello, then alternating violins.

The movements are entitled: "Sawmill Tuning" (banjos at breakfast), "Midday Blues" (guitar licks

in the heat of the day after a night without sleep), "Natural Amphitheatre" (un-amplified concerts on

a terraced hillside) and "Campground Cacophony Under the Stars" (multiple overlapping jam sessions
expand and recede until the dawn, when it all starts again.)

* Description above adapted from notes by Steve Winter of WSHU.
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